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PREACHED BE- 
FORE HIS Maitsris, 


and ypon other ſpeciall 
Occaſions : 
| VIZ, 
1 The Pillar and ground of Truth, in 1 Tim. 3.15, 
PAGE I | RD 
| 2 The New Life, ilohn5.12, page 27. 

3 A ſenſible demonſtration of the Detie, lay 64. 4. 
| Page 59. HS 
4 Exa# Walking, Epheſ.5.1x. page 91. | 
5 Samuels /wpport of ſorrowfull Sinners, 1 Sam. | 

_ I2, ver.20,21,22. Page 125, 
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more accommodate fo all mens v/e. 
|preſaged nctwithitanding, a bit- 
tle before hr death, that the 2y world 


, = te Reader. 


H 7 PEARDE 
himſelfe , being 


lhindred bydeath 
from digeFting 


” thoughts tn- 


I raflate; 


be preſied into pablite view by one 


[or other, who might perhaps bee 
|leſſe careful. wh:ch that hee might 


prevent, 
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prevent , hee bequeathed the care 
of thoſe Sermons that were onely 
preached at Lincolnes Inne, to 
thoſe his worthy friends, by whom 
you ſee them faithfully ſet forth, 
who liuing in the ( ity, were better 
connerſant with thoſe that tooke 
them from his mouth. «All others | 
|whatſoeuer vnto vs, who ( though 
much more vnworthy and vnable) | 
were yet more frequently bis «A a- 
attors in other places, and bad rea- 
for fully to know his Dodrine, man. 
ner of life, purpoſe, &c. ſhould) 
| [therefore bee more guilty of un- 
E gratefull neghgence, if any of thoſe 
| Lamps, into which hee emptied the 
golden oyle ont of himſelfe , ſhould 
[ \not by vs be lighted vp to ſerue the| 
[Temple , towhich vndoubtedly by 


| him| 
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hin they were dented, Moued| 
therefore with the neceſſity of our 
| duty , their former good example, 
and the ſucceſſefull entertainment | 
the reſt haue found, we doe here ad- 
nenture into light theſe fiue ſhort 
S ermons,preachea at ſpectall times, 
and in Auditories of greateſt worth 
and expeciation , and accordingly 
compoſed of more exat materials , 
and cloſer put together , which in, 
him may well be pardoned, who in! 
all b1s 1her workes did bow his more 
Yublime and raiſed part; to loweſt 
apprebenſions. Wee haue laboured| 
| what we could to a;ſcharge the truſt 
| by him repoſed in vs, and defire; 
that others would bes pleaſe. 1 10 for-| 
beare the putting forth of any thing 
ef by, pithout acquainting ſome of 
2 Us 
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| vs therewith, by him deputed for | 
that works ; who as ſoone az may be, 

will be carefull to preſent thee with} 
hat elſe ſoener we ſhall thinke vſe-| 
full, the Lord grant they may doe 


as much good as the Author of them | 
did intend. 
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ſpeciall notes contained in theſes 
enſuing Sermons, 


The firſt Sermon. 
SS Hat is meant by truth jn1 Tim.3.t5: 
X v/ page 5 
= 2 Whatis meant by ſaying,T bat the 
Koh AI APR: Churchts the Pillar of Truth, 6. 
3 How the T pole fpeakes of 4 Pillar. 7 | 
4 Three reaſons manifeiting,That the C harch wa y 
 Erre, 3 9 
5 That place, John 16,13. Mat.20.28. oper: ed. 
[1 
6 Whether there be any vnerring viſible Indre of 
Contronerſies or #0, with three an ſwer's there. 
unto. 12,13 
7- What the wfe of Generall Conncelsis, 1; ow 
8 That therc 1: 50 hope of reconciling Rome 877 


z 5 
9 That we muſt not take ary thing en 4 uſt of the 
Church, but of the Word. 19,24 


| 10 Miners go” Magiſtrates how th: 7 je bould to:ze 
rogether i in the Church of God. 2 
11 The motives thereuntoout of ihe veryrext 21,2 
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The ſecond Sermon, 


12 F* at ever man by nature is 4 dead man.,y.28 
13 How dead? Firft, partly through ig10- 

race, ad partly through hardneſſe of heart, 

YE 29,30 

19 How we may know that we hane this life of grace 
in s,orthat it is wantin? unto Vs. 30,31, 


: 32,39] 
| 15 A difference of Dead workes and Good workes.3 3 
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| 16 How a man may know, That the workes done by 

| him be 000 1 wor kes- 34,35 
17 What we muſt doe to bring our ſelues out of this 

| miſerable conditionrf death. 41| 

'18 The difference of the Power and Forme of Godli- | 

neſſe» | 43544 

' 19 How this life of God is hid. 45 

| From whom. 4546 

| 20 With what this life is hid. 46,47 

21 T'he affefFing ofour neighbours as we ought, is a 

| ſpeciall Charatter of life- 43,49 

| 22 Anexhortation to line this life of grace. 53 


; 23 That by faith out of Scripture, and by reaſon out 
| of the bookes of the ereatures wee may learne, 
That God is, 62,63,6c.68,69 

24 That it is agreat part of wiſedome to foreſee the| 
oreateſt danger to come, whilſt it ts farre off. 


80.81:| 
(25 T bat conſideration is neceſſary to exats walking. | 


| 94 |. 
| 26 What |, 
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26 What confideration is. pag.ibid, | 
27 CAot westo conſideration. P.97. 
29 Inconfideration the cauſe of exrour: in our life, 
99 
29 The beſt ſtudy what. ICO 
30 Too much conſcderation of outward inings, 1021- 
31 Maaneſſe what. 103 
| 32 1tts a Chriſtians auty to watke with God Exatity 
in all things. 105 
33 What it ts ro walke exadly. tid. 
34 Preciſeneſſe commended by the Apoſtle, condem-. 
ned by the World: 106} 
35 Towalke exafly requires three things. lo7. 
36 Exaltneſſe required in three reſpets. 108 
37 Circnmitances muſt be Goo, in a Gord ation. 
I1O 


35 How this precep1 of Exaflneſſe muſt be keps+ 112 
39 Reaſons why Chriians ſhould walke exadtly, 


II3,114,115 

40 We mui Labour for exattucſſe, 116 
41 7 he power of Religion, what. I17 
4.2 Inſtances of exadt walking. p.118. T he Contra- 
rie. I19 

43 it is wiſedome tr walke exactly, T20 
44 The properties of Wiſedome, 120; 
45 The carſe of Erronrs. | 121 


46 That our Natures are apt to be Inordinate in our | 


affections, whether 133 Feare, Lone, or Grief, \ 


128) 
47 The Reaſons of this Tnordinateneſſe in our Aﬀe- | 
fan. I29 
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dinalt. 130. 
149 How weemay reſiſt our Inordinate affefions. 
| 132,133 
50 That tl eGreatneſſe of our ſinnes is no impediment 
to the forgineneſſe of them, 134 
51T he Reaſons. 135 
52 Thc way to hane ſinne forziuen i5 10 aggrauate, 
not to extenmate it, I37 


48 How we may know that our Aﬀedtions are Innor- 


53 Oneſinnemakes much way for ansther, 140 
54 Diſconragements and to0 much feare are great 
canes of our departure frem God. 142 
55 That when a nan hath committed any great in, 
it i5 the beſt way to come inpreſently and turne 
to God, I44 
56 Reaſons for it and obiettions againſt it-145 ,146 
57 The ſinnes which we commit, make 10 change in 
the Lord. 148: 
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But if 1 tary long, that thou mayeſt know 
| bow thou oughteft to behaue thy ſelfe in 
the bouſe of God, which is the (hurch of 
the lining God, the pillar and ground of 
the Truth, | 


$220 Here arc tiyo maine prin- 
-Y. ciples, vpon which the 
Yn whole frame of Popery is 
N founded ; firſt, That the 


THE | PILLAR 


Catholike Church:ſecondly , | 
= | That theChurch cannot erre.. 
By which later principlethey haue brought on | 


Cherch of Rome # the onely| 


-_—_ -.,. , 


them. | 


The Pillar and Ground 
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Saints, worſhipping of Images, Indulgences, 


themſclues a deſperate necefhty, neuer to a- 
mend or reforme whatſoeuer 1s once decided 
by che Church, Thele are the principles that | 
firſt inſtill into their Noutces ; theſe are” the 
traines, wherewith they ſeeke to winne men to 
themſelves : for when they cannot proue their 
points in ſpeciall and particular, they take 
then al! in groſie, and by this one principle 
(Our Church, which cannct erre, hath fa decided 
it) they prove a bundle of them altogether, So 
when they can ſhew no ground in Scripture 
for their clouded, vngrounded, fuperadded o- 
pinions, they faſten them and hang them all 
vpaon this pinacle of the Church ; which be. 
cauſe it 15 19tallivle, admits ofno examination, 
And whercas truth feekes our no corners, de- | 
lires to ſee the light, and come torriall ; Pope-| 
ry delights to hide it ſelfe in theſe obſcure and | 

vecertaine generalities. As for example : aske 
them what ground they haue tor inuocation of] 


ſuperadded Sacraments,and a multitude of fu. 
is es; their anſwer is, The 


perſticious ceremon! 
Phe 

ailinfailidle, and not tobe examined by par- 
ucular imen, which are inferiour, So that pull 
but this pillar Cowne, as Sampſon did, and the 
whole frame of Popery, with all that ſtay 
| themſclues vpon it, comes preſently tumbling 
| downe, 5 Xa 
Yet becauſerhey thinke it too improbable a 
courſe 
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courſe to build all on the naked aſſertion of the 
| Church, which is enely to interpret and not 
| to make the Text, therefore they bring in Tra- 
| ditions, which they call vawritten verities,and | j 
| make them of equall value and credit with the | 
Text: butif you aske them what theſe vnwrit. | 
ten veritiesare, and how they may be knowne 
| from counterfeit; they ſay onely the Church 
| cancell that, towhoſe cuſtody they were com- | 
mitted, and who onely is able to iudge infal- | 
libly, which are the genuine Traditions, and | 
which not. And if Scripture at any time bee | | 
brought againſt any of theſe points, they ſay it 
belongs to the Church of Rome to deciarc 
what bookes of Scripture are canonica!l, what | 
tranſlation 1s authenticall,whatinterpretation | 
muſt bee the ſenſe of Scripture, and in effect | 
chey will be onely iudged by themſclues, and | 
whatſocuer wee ſay, they choke vs with theſe | 
principles, Theirs ts the onely Church, and, The 
 Churchcan nener erre, | | 
| Nowof all places of Scripture, whereby 
they would vindicate to themſelues this priut- - 
lege, this verſe that I haue read is one of the 
chicteſt , but how iuſtly, weeare now to con. | 
{ider, : | 
Sayes the Apoſtle to Timothy, 1 haue written 
vnto thee, that thou maycſt know bow tobehanethy | _ k 
ſelfe in the houſe of God: as if he ſhould ſay, It is | | 
of much moment that the houſe of God be or- | 
dered and kept aright, bee ſwept continua!ly | | 
| and | | 
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, and purged, becauſe it is the Pillar and Ground 
{of Truth, thatis, the ground and place where 


| truth (which is the houſholds food) is nouri- 


ſhed, and doth grow; into which if falihood 
creepe, their tood will ſoone be poyſoned,and 
! fo not BourLth but corrupt, nor fit them to fal-| 
uation but deſtruCtion : ſo that the Apoſtle in 
| chis verſe hath rhis double ſcope. * 

| Firſt, rodeſcrive the Church by this diftin- 

euiſhing property, that it 1s the Pillar and 

Ground of Truth, thatis, Teuth is the figne, | 
| whereby tis houle of God ts knowne trom 0-' 
ther houſes. — =» | | 

Secondly, be layes, in the hou/# of God,&c.not 
inthe Church of Epheſus, leit any ſhould 
conclude (2s now the Papiſts woula) that the 
truth were fo nailed and faftened ro any: dhe 
particular houſeor nillar that it could neuer be 
zaken downe from thence,and hanged vp in an. 
other place; which 1s flat contrary to the ſcope 

of the Apoſtle in this place, who in the begtn- 
ning of the next chepter ſhewes euidently,thar 
in the latertimes ſome ſhould depart from the 
taith,and giue heed to ſeducing ſpirits and do- 
| Ctrines of Deuils, forbidding to marry, andcom- 
| raxding t8 abſtaine from meats, 

The Fapiſts would make vs belceue, that be- 
cauſe the truth was once at Rome, it is there 
q {111 Indeed ihe houſe and place where once | 
it was,they may ſtill thew perhaps ; butthe in- 
 tabitant 1s now departed,and thetruth,which 
was 
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was the ſigne, is taken dowae, and hanged vp: 
elſewhere, in Read whereof theſe very errors! | 
hang,which the Apoſtle doth foretell rove the 
|fignesof Truth's departure,forbidding to marry, 

| 


"ate 


Wo 


and commanding to abſt aine frem meats. If they f 
obiect, they forbid nor all to marry, Ianſwer, 


no hereticke or people ſince the beginning of 4 
the world did ever doe 1t,nor is it credible that | 
any cuer will; for then the world would foone | } 


be at an cad; butthey forbid ſorne ro marry 1 
at any time, asthe Clergy ; all at ſometimes; | I 
and that not as aprecept of conuentenicy, but | 
neceihty and holinefle, 
The Papilts indeed ſay,that the Church is fo 
the pillar and ground of truth, thatthere is no [ 
truth but what comes fromthe Church, & that | 1 
whatſoeucr comes from the Church is true in-J 1 
talli>ly, and not ſubie& to error : bur this can. | l 
not be the Apoſtles meaning here. Firſt, there | 
| may be truths in other VV riters that are not of | 
che Church ; though the Garden bee the moſt [ 
conuenient and ordinary place and ground of | 
hearbs, yer fome Violers may bee gathered in | 
| {theWoods,and onthe high-way fide. 
' + By Truth therefore here is mcant divine and. E 
{ ſacred truth, aplant of Gods owre Garden,not | 
|<rowing inthe Wildernefle and waſte. 
4 Beſides,a3 ſome truths may be found without 
{che Church, ſo ſome crrours may bee found 
* Jwithinthe Church: though the Garden be the 
! Fpropergroundand place of hearbs, yet weews | 
may; 
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The Pillar and 
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| whear, 
| Church of Gad, the truth ought alwayes to be 


| taine the truth ; rhatis their duty, which they 


{ 


may alſo grow there, as tares may inthe field, | 
which notwithſtanding is the propet place of 


Againe, when he ſaith, The Church is the pillar 
and gronnd of Truth, his meaning 1s; that in the 


preſerued and kept, that is, thoſe that profeſle 
themſelues tobe the Church, ought co main-| 


are bound art all times to performe : but it's no 


done,. becauſe ſome ought todoe it ; for men 
do not alwayes pertorme their duties, nor diſ- 
chargethe truſt that is committed to them. 
Laſtly, itis to be marked, that the Apoſtle 
faith in generall rermes, The Church is the pillar 
aud ground of truth, not thisor that particular 
people,of Epheſus,or Corinth,orRome,or any 
other city or countrey ; for the Church may 
make a progreſle, from one people to another, 


as now 1t hath from thoſe famous cities of Aſia 


| vnto other parts. Indeed while the Church con-| 


tinues in a place, ſo long the fugdamentall 
truths conrinoe, but when ſhe changeth habita. 


dwell aſunder: while the Church continued at 
Rome, ſolong the truth continued, but no 
longer. 

It they obiect, that a pillar is the prop and' 
ſuſtentaculum of that building wherein it is, 


and thereforecannot bee remoued to another! 
| place, 


tion, the truth goes with her; for theſe cannot{ 


good confequence to inferre, A thing is ſurely | þ "+1 
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1 H4gs B _ Firſt, 


| a pillar, not more architeontco, as vnderſtan- 


| Epheſus, which ſtood long after the truth was 


| I ſaid)theChurch is the ground of truth,as the 
garden is the ground of herbs, which wee 


| pillar may be plucked downe, or other things 
| hanged with it ; as herbs may bee tranſlated 
| from onegarden to another, or weeds grow 


place,vnlefle the building be deſtrozed and pe- 
riſh; ſince then the Church of Rome was once 
the pillar and ground of truth ,it is fo ill, 

I anfiver,the Apoſtle in this place ſpeakes of 


ding by ir ſome eſſential and infeparablei 
peecc of the building, but wore forenſ; for ſuch | 


Anſw, 


a poſt or pillar,on which tables and proclama- | 


tions, and ſuch things are wont to bang 3 and 
from ſuch pillars ſuch chings may ſoone bee 
ſeparated, Such a pillar was this people of 


taken downe,and Mahu:netaniſme hanged vp 
inſtead therof, And that its thus meant,appears 
bythe otherword,*apzeue,tomned with it,which 
{1ga1fies a ſeat cr receptacle, at all times ſepa- 
rable from what is in it, And indeed(as before 


know may be plucked vp and planred in ano-. 
cher place. As therforethat which hangs on'the 


with them, ſo chat people which are now the 
Church of God, may ceaſe to be {o,or countinu- 
ing theChurch,may be obnoxious vatoerrors. 
And that this is the meaning of the place, | 
and not that which the Papiſts tence deduce, | 
name)y, That the Church cannot erre ; may | 
appeare by theſe reaſons : 
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Firſt,not to be capable of error,is the inſepa- 
rable attribute of God himfelfe; for God and 
truth are termes conuertible, which cannot be| 
ſaid of any creature;becauſe the creatures truth 
is a ruie,1from which they may decline ; as the} 
Carpenters hand mayfrom the line that guides 
it. Truth is not of the eſſence of a creature, as 
it is of Gods, and therefore ſeparable and di-| 
ſtin& ; as the Carpenters 1ine is a thing diſtin- | 
zuiſhed from his hand, and therefore may be | 
ſeparated, his hand may ſometimes deulate} 
and goe awry, Thedecree and will of God is | 
the rule it ſelfe, and from it ſelfe it cannot de- | 
uiate or erre; but the creature hath a line of re- 
irude, drawne to it bythe Scripture, from 
which,though now de fads it doth not ſwarue, 
| yet depoſibilt it may. Eſa 8.20, Tothe Law and 
to the Teſtimony; if they ſpeake not according toths| 
word, it is becauſe they haue no lightin them, As if 
one ſhould ſay toa Pilot, Know that in your! 
eye, and in your hand, there is no inſeparable 
and inbred rule, to guide you in your courſe, | 
but here is a Compatlle for to dire& you ; it 
vou looke beſide this, or negle& this, you. 
will tall vpon the rockes and ſands : ſo the 
Lord ſaith tohis Church, Know that in you 
there is co inherent ſelfe-ſufhcient lighr, but 
here is my word, tobeea lanterne to you ; it 
{ you keepe not your eye on this, you may erre 
quickly , and make ſ{hippewracke- of your 
faith, 
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Secondly, where there 1s ignorance there 
may bee error; for ignorance is the cauſe of 
error, asdarkeneffe is of ſtumbling ; for a man 
cannot haue a perfe& judgement of things, 
except he have a perfect knowledge of them : 
now the moſt learned Bithops that ever were, | 
| in generall Councels(which is the repreſenta- ' 
tive Church, in a/lmens judgements leaſt ſub- 
; [ec vntoerror) have beene ignorant of many | 
| | things; for euen in humane thinss, whereof we 
are more capable, the wiſeſt men haue beene: 
ready to profeſle, that the greateſt part of that 
they knew,was the leaſt of that they knew not; 
much more in things diuine,in whichour eyes | 
are likethe eyes of Batts and Owles, vnto the | 
| brighreſt ſun-ſhine, roo weake and too anguſt 
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to cornprehend them : therefore their know. -4 
| ledge being defeCtiue, their tudgement like. 


| {wiſe muſtneedsbeſo, 1Cor.13.11, Wee know 
{7 part, ſaith the Apoſtle, therefore wee prophe- 
| fie in part. Ariſtotle could fay, He that lookes | 
not round about a thing, and ſees not all the 
parts and corners of it, can give no certaine 
iudgement of it : now who can ſay, in divine | 
j myſteries he is able to (ee all things 2and if he. | 
be nut, hee may both bee deceived and de- | 


th 
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| 

t Cctue, 

fl | Laftly,where God intends to giue the end, 

e| | {healwaicsgives the meanes to cfte& and bring ' 

r| that endto paſſe;bur he giues notto theChurch | 
; the meanes of infallibility, as perte& know- | 
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| | ledge of the truth, {1ncere loue of it, right or- 
dered zeale for it ; hetakes not alwayes from 
| __ Trhemthoſe (iofull luſts, which breed crrings| 
from the faith,and often thruſt and impell men 
| into error. ; 
How oft haue generall Councels beene di-| 
{tracted into tations, Jeauened with malice, | 
puft vp with pride,8&c ? and ſhall we ſay when | 
their hearts and minds are thus corrupted,that | 
their tongues are notwithſtanding infallibly | 
 ouer-ruled, topowre forth nothing elle but o. | 
racles?to ſay that at thatinftant there fals a ſpi- | 
rit vpon them to guiſe them with immediate} 
revelation, is to approuethe tanaticall fancies 
ofthe Anabaptiſts;which they rake on them to 
abhorre z which notwithſtanding it any doe 
afirme, as ſome haue beene bold to doe, they 
muſt conſider, that the Prophets v/hich were 
guided by ſuch ſpirits,and had the trurth-inſpi- 
red by viſtions,and immediate revelations, did 
never argue, diſcuile, or reaſon of the things 
they ſpake and wrote, but oniy did'deglare and 
manifeſt what was reuealed;. but in generall| 
Councels the truch is bolred uut by reaſonings 
ro and fro, the concluſions many times diſpu- 
ted of and ſtrongly argued on both ftdes: now | 
where the premiſlcs are onely provable, the | 
concluſion cannot be infallible;tor they arethe| 
cauſe of the coneluſion,and there cinnot be| 
more inthe effe& than was formerly in the | 
cauſe, This is fufficient to cuince, that though 
| general!} 
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cenerall Councels doe not at all times ge fatto | 
crre {for we all acknowledge the great benehit 
of the foure firft generall Councels} yet to 
ſay thar de poſizbilt they cannot, 1s viteriy vn- 
IſliCs 

Chriſt hath promiſed, 164z 16.13, to ſend Lick x | 
his Spirit, which ſhouid leal them into all ORs Ts 
truth ; and Math. 28.20, tobe with themTto | 
| the end of the world, | 
| | Theſe places muſt needs bee vnderſiond Anſwer 
' [primarily of the Apoſtles themſelues, who : 
 onely wereinfallibly led into every truth, and 
bur ſecondarily of their ſuccefſors, that is, ſo | 
farre as they inſittin their ſteps and doctrine | | 
for if that wete the ſenſe that Bellarmine, Sta | 
pleton,and other Popiih Writers giue,namely, 
that the promiſe is indifferently made to their 
ſucceſſors,as well as to themſelues, then parti- 
cular Biſhops 8 Minifters ſhould be infallible 
{ 1uds«s of truth and falſkood, and fo all contro. 
| uerfies in the Church would preſently have an 
| end, ſo as neuer co ſpring againe. If they fay,irs } 
not te be vnderſtood of them taken ſingle an. 
apart, but as met together, and aſſembled in a 
Syno:le; I anſwer,there is nut the leali intima- 
tion of this diltin&tionin thoſe places : but the 
| place for ſuch a proiniſe is Mat- 18. 20. Where| 
10 or three are gathered tozether in my nameth-r 
am 1 in the midſ} of them: But 1his place is to bt 
vnder(tood of che leaſt mectings of true Chri. 
| ſtians in the nameof Chrift, as wellas of the 
| B 3 largein 
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| Auſw.t. 


| rot {ubie&&to errour z but the others mutable, 


Jacgeſt Councels,and ſo the ſmalleſt companie 


miſe of infallivility, as well as the moſt gene-' 
rall and ample Councell, 

But rhey further 051ect, It chere ſhould not 
de a vilible,externall,vnerring Iudge,to which 
at all times thoſe might reſort for reſolution, 


would ve no end of wrangling and diſputing, 
nor any certaine meanes to. finde the cruch in 
matters queſtioned, 

_ Though there be no infallible, viſible, hu- 


mane zudge; yet there is an inuitib'e,infillible 


word of God. And this tudge,in many reſpe&s, 
is better and fitter than any other. Firſt, this 
may be eafily had,is alwayes ready,8 at hand, 
ro which men of all ſorts may ſoone repaire , 
| the other ambulatory, to many inzccefſible. 

andrto all difficult tobe obtained. Secondly,the 
| ſentence of this 1udge is certain and inflexible, 


like aleaden rule, that may be bended ro and 
fro * forin men, afeCions have their place ; 
which 1s the reaſon thuar among men there 


are Lawes, Decauſe the Law is not capable of | 


afte&tions ; bur the Lawyer is, Thirdly, this 


or convention ſhould bee capable of this pro. 


tadge is better knowne, and may ſooner be a- | 
greed vpon by ail; forbe it granted thar the | 


thar arenot themſelues able to wade thorow | 
the dept of Diuinity-controuerfies, there 


þ 


| 


| 


iudge, and that 1s the holy Gho4, ſpeaking in| 
the Scriptures, which are therefore called tie } 
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true Church is a 1ucige infailible,yet it may be | 
ſooner known witch is che true Scripture,than 
which is the true Church, there being more 
pretenders tothe one, than to the other, | 
Vhile the Church is militant vpon the] 4nſw.2. 
earth, God hath nor faid, rhere ihould be any! 
| ſuch end of controuet {16s as theſe men dreame | 
| of ; but rather he hath faid the contrary, x Cor, | 
I1.,19.There muſt be hereſie; 1 the Church,that 
| thoſe may perith who recetiue not the Joue of 
the truth to be ſaucd, and that rboſe which are ap. 
| pronued might be knowne. | 
| Ifthere wereauy ſuch meanes, by Godap-| , - .. 
pointed in his Clutch to derermitevontrover. 3: 
ties infallibly, yera generall Councell(though | 
inhis place tov be reſpected) is nor likely to 4 
it ; for is it ke God would appoint a micanes 
tyr ending controuerftes in his Church, that 
for at leaſt chree hundred years,{titat is,rill the 
tine of Co:rſtantinethe great)coulv notbe had? 
and though he and orhers his ſucceſſors(whi'e 
che Empre was vndiuideo). might eifily al. 
iemble Councels, yet when the Empire fel into 
many iubiiluiſions, and che parts thereof were 
gouerned by ſ{cuerall Kings,of difierent religi- 
oNs,As no they be,it is impoflible cheChurch 
{houid have the benefit of then, 
| _ What is the vierhen and benefit of generall | 9,./F, 
Councels, it: hey could be obtained ? | 
They are the beſt meanes to find out Truth; ' 
OF Many candles giue more light, and many 
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| eyeSſce more than one;and in the multitude of 
the beſt meanes to find it,ſo from them it hath 


may erre inneceſlary and fundammentall points, 
25 the Councell of Ariminum, and Seleucia, 
»here there were 8s many more Biſhops,as at 
the firſt Nicene Councell ; and therefore heid 
in two Cities, becauſe no one was able to con 

caine them ; yet erred tn a fundamental! point, 
decreeing for A4rrius hereſie againſt the D-ity 
-f Chriſt. The ſecond Councell at Epheſus did 
thelike, and ſo ten Councels, ar Tyrus, Feruſa- 
'em, Philadelphia, Ariminum, Seleucia,Con- | 
ſtantinople, Alexandria, &c, ſo the ſecond 


cond Councell of Conſtantinople immediate. | 
ly before were vtterly condemned, 

More inſtances might eaſily bee giuen, bur 
cheſe ſuffice to. warrant this concluſion, Thata | 
zenerall Councell may erre in fundamental | 
m0ints, For though the vniuerſall Church of | 
Chriſt, caken for his myſticall body on earth, 
and complete number of his ele&,cannot erre 
:Q matters fundamentall (for rhen they might 
'allaway, and the gares of hell prevaile againſt | 
them) yer the externail viſible body of the 
Church may erre, decauſe the truth of God 
may be locked vp within the hearts of fuch a | 
company, as in competition of ſuffrages can- | 


| 


Counſellors there 1s health : and as they are | 


no —_ ; yet notwithſtanding they | 


Councell at Nice [et vp-Images,and comman- | 
ded themto be worſhipped, which in the ſe- | 


not | 
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not make a greater parc in a generall Councel; | 
{ſothat the ſentence decreed therein may be a| 
| fundamentallerror, 
From theſe grounds thus laid, may fitly riſe 
a threefold application, | 
{ Firſt, ſeeing it 1s the received and approued | 
doctrine of the Papiſts, That the Chuich of | 
Rome cannot erre in ponits of Faith and 
DoErine ; wee fce how little hope there is 
chat wee and they ſhould cuer be reconciled, f 
or that one truth ſhould ariſe froma compo 
ſition of their and our o2inions : for if they 
celd in any thing to vs, it would preſent- | | 
ly follow, that in that wherein they now | 
yeeld, before they erred, and fo this funda-} | 
mentall point of their Churches not erring, | | 
would from thence be ouerthrowne. We may | 
[altar our Tenents if wee will, but they are | 
fttrongly engaged to keepe theirs without any | 
change or variation;we may goe tothem,they 
cannot come to vs ; witnelie the Germane | 
 Interim,{o carefully and often tempered, wher- 
in there were but few of their ingredients left | | 
out ; yet was it more than Charles the Fifth 
coulddoto get itentzrtainment on either (ide: 
and th-refore thoſe Caſſanders that thinke by 
wit and policy to reconcile vs,attempt athing 
Impoſhible. For of what materials ſhall any | 
middle courſe be framed, when neither ſid } | 
can ſpare the ſmalleſt peece of timber in their | 
building ? They cannor, becauſe thereby they | 
ſhould 


<——_ a 


ee <a 


» 


_ FU) ds 


hc a, - Ne 
_— 
ks. A. 


The Pillar and Ground 


| ſhould be argucd of erring iormerly.; we can- 4 
not : for true Religion 1s of a brictle nature, 
| breake it you may,benid it you cannot, nonot 
| | in the leatt degree, Ir cannot bee accommoda-| 
red to intereſts, 'and reſpects of policy and 
ſeruiag turnes; it cannot be mixt with error, 
no more than oyle with water, iron and ſeele: 
| with clay. Daniel 2.43 [They ſhall singlethem- 
| ſelues with the ſeed of men, dut the} ſhall wot cleaue 
one to another : euen as iron 1s not mixtwith clay :| 
or as the eiements when once they are ming- 
led in a compound buily doe iofe cheir proper | 
formes; even ſo Religtons, when mae ingre. | 
Jients, and compounding parts of any other, | 
' doe loſe their formes ,anitceafe to bereligions| 
in Gods account. 2 K#-4.17.33, /tis ſaid, the 
mingled pcople 0: Satnaria teared the Lord 
3nd ferued their owne gods, after the manner | 
of the Nations wh.m they carried away from 
chence ; thar is, they jumbled all together, the 
tcare of God, and worthip of their [dols,thin- 
| «ing thereby to fit both parties, ewes & Hea- 
| hens with a religion wherein both might bee 
zratified. Bur what ſaith God? doth he approue | 
[1s mixture ? verſ 34. Vnto this day they doe 7 
after the former manners, they feare not the ; 
Lord, neither doe they after their ſtatutes, or | 
1 | after the law or commandement which the | 
| Lord commanded, God will not owne his { 
owne commanded worihip when mingled and | 

compounded with another, = | 
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DO Gals, 1,2. Be not entangled azaine with the 


Bing tho!e rites ant] cultomes of the ceremoni 
charaQer bce ſtill retained, and ioyned vity 


Paul ſay oats you, that if you bee circumciſed, 
Chriſt ſhall profit you nothing, And againe,ver.g., 
thould ſay, Take whether you will, either 
Chriſt or Circumcitſton , for both yee cannot 


he that 2? Thy ſelwer is become aroſſe, thy wine 


mixt with baſer mettalbecommeth drofſe,and 


18 mixt with water leaves off to be accounted 


} 


ſo let what they meant to have ſuftained fai! 
and dreake, as we fee in Ieroboam who mingled 
truth 


— 


yak of Londage (that is) take heed of enrertay. 


all law, from which now by Chriit yee are ſer 
free, Wel, but what if circumciſion the ancient 


_ 


Chriſt ?is it not bettcr to be ſure of both 2 See | 
what he anſwers in the ſecond verſe ; Behuld, 1 | 


—_—_— 


—_— 


Chriſt is become of none effcet to you ;, As if he} 


— 


naue : SO Eſay 1. verſc21,22, How is the faith-| 
full City become an harlot > But how proueth | 


w:ixt with water. Hee denies not but they had |. 
{1luer and wineamongſt them , bur as ſiluer| 


1s no longer accounted filuer : ſo wine when it | 


wine, Icy, 23, 28. He that hath my word, let him | 
ſpeate my word faithfully ; for what ts the chaſfe to| 
the wheat ? Whatlocuer of our owne we offer | 
to annex to the word of God,in Gods account | 
isas1i weeadded chafte to wheat, by which 
addition the wheat can bee no gainer, They | 
that goe about fo mix true and falſe religions, | 
are like thoſe that take too big a graſpe, and 
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” | 18 ThePillarand Ground 
| - | truth and falſhood,not changing the worſhip, 
| | as hee thought, but the place and manner of 
3 * |che worſhip onely, leſtthe kingdome ſhonld 
[N | returne vntothe houſe of Danza; that was the 
intereſt, whereunto he thought to make religi. 
on ſtoope, 1 K1ngs 12.26, &c, but whatcame 
of it 2 He madea nuility of religion,and of his 
and his poſterittes title to the kingdome, Saul 
had a firait command to dc tro: all the Ama. } 
lekites, but becguſc inexecvtion of it be needs 
would interpoſe his owne diſcretion, in {pa- 
ring Agag, and ſome oi the catrell, $od takes 
b- - the kingdome from him for it, Mes will nor 
: yeeld to the King of Egypt to leave one hoote | 
| behind him, of any thing that did belong vn-| | 
tothelſrachtes. Morgecay.becaule God forbade | 
| them to make peace with Amalek for euer, will 
| rather hazzard his own and others ſafery,than 
| ſo much as bow the knee to Haman an Ama- 
{ lekite, Dariel, when God commanded to pray 
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rowards the Temple, will not omir that cir-| | 

=] | cumſtance of his prayer,though he cannot pra- ; 
| | Xiſe 1t without hazzard of his lite. This isthe | | 
| Jipoition of all whoſe hearrs are periedt with | 
racir God; they dare not pate away the leaſt | 
| | 'ap from the garmentof reſigion,rior adde the | 
{eaſt fiye to this box of prectous oyntment; for ; 
Iin this curious clock-worke of religion, every 

| {pin and whecie that is amifle diftenpers all : 
And as we are woatto lay aide cracked veſſels : 

| | and diſtempered watches,as vnuſefull, ſodoth : 
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God diftempered and mixt religions, As to | 
the [ewes, a garment made of linfte-woollic 
| Nightnot be worne ; $0 to vsa Samariranreli- | 
| :10n, made vp of true and falſe,is not to be en- 
dured ; but as the ttomacke loathes lukewarm | 
water, ſo God lukewarme religions, As there. | 
fore Eliabexhorts the people to tollow either | 
God or Baal, and not to halt betweene them | | 
both ; ſoit's good for vs to take heed of ming. 
ling truth and falſhood, whereof God is more 
impatient than of cither of the two extremi- | 
cies apart. For one to be adowne right Papiſt, 
way be a ſinne of ignorance ; but to blend and 
mingle with it, ta picke and chooſe fome tin- E 
; {@uresofittoſerue our worldly turnes,cannot 
| [butbeaſinof knowledge : for if one were ful. 
; {tin his heart perſwaded that Popery were| 
' ]rhetruth,he would embrace that,and cleaue to} 
| that alone;againe, if our religion were thought | 
to be the right, that onely will be entertained; 
'f but when we mingle thus, and will not runne | | 
| without a byas, but for acuantage halt wil- [ 
 lingly berweene both, we cannot be accepred. B 
{This we ſpeake bur for prenention, not know-| [ 

| [ing whattemprations after-times may bring ;[ 

' |] iris good preventing Phyſicke to know the} | 
| [reuth. } 

| | Secondly, ſeeing we have proved that the | | 
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' { iudgement of the Church isnot infallible in | [ 
| | pointsoffaith & doGtrin;hence we may learn, | 
| | totake vp nothing meerely vpen rruſft, norto- 
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| rhinke things are ſo onely becauſe the Church} | 
| hath aid it; this foundation is too ſandy for vs, 
ro build our faith vpon,that ſhould be built vp. 
oh the rocke,which is the word of God : vpon | 
which ground ,ina manner,the whole Fabrick | 
| of Popery will ſoone be ouetthrowne, ſeeing} | 
all, or moſt of them,are only rook vp vpon the | | 
| Churches credit; for in all the book of God ye 
ſhall not finde a word for inuecation of Saints, 
worſhipping of Images, vniuerſaliry, & ſupre. | 
macyof thcBiſhop of Rome, purgatory, Popiſh 
indulgences, prayerin an vaknowne tongue, 
| >razer for the dead, conſecration of oyle, ta- 
2ers, and holy water, and all that rabble of ſu. 
[ perſtitious ceremonies ; but are the hay and| | 
| | {tubble that men haue heaped together, now} | 
| one,and then another,according to their ſeue*| | 
| call fancies, till che myſiery of iniquity was| | 
| come vnto its fulneſle : for all theſe controuer. | 
| | fies are founded.cirher vpon the decrees of the} | 
Pope,or vnawritten traditions,or the authoriry| | 
| of the Church, or Scripture wreſted from rhe | | 
| natiue ſenſe to that which they are pleaſed ro} | 
put vpon it ; ſo that this principle of ter 
| Church noterring,is that indeed on which the' 
| {very waight ot Popery doth depend ; let this 
| be raken away, and all comes quickly downe. 
3 { Thirdly, as the Apoſtle here exhorts Timo- | 
j thy, and in himall'Minifters to rake heed how | | 
he behaves himſelfe in the Church of God ;| | 
ſo may we doe all Magiſtrates, both ſupreme 
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and ſubordinate, tobe circumſpect and wary 
how they behaue themſelues in this Church 


that make the honey, yet the Magiſtrates are the 
bines wherein it is made and kept ; the Miniſters 


are the wines that bring forth grapes, yet Ma-| 
giftrates are the elmes that underprop and hold} 


op theſe vines z the Minter defends the Church 
With tongue and pen, the Maziftrate with hand 


 niſht hims ; Miniſters are the Preachers of both ta- 
Word and Sacraments belongs alone to Miniſters, 
performance belongs to Magiſtrates, And the text 


s a. 
it ſelfe affords vs motives. 
It is the houſe of God,and it's reaſon the te- 


errors thole of the family. 

Magiſtrates are nurſes, Ffay 49.23. as there- 
fore the nurſe is bound to looke to the childe, 
and fee it cheriſhed with wholc ſome food,anc 


| bound to defend and keepe the Church, to ſec 
it nouriſhed with milke, and not with poy- 


ſon, 


—_ 


of God : for though the 947nifters be the Be: | 


and power, wherewith for that end God hath fur- 
| bles,Ma,iſtrates the keepers ; the executine power of | 


but direftiue and coattine, for the orderly and well 


nant ſhould kcepethe houſe in reparation;and | 
they are Magiſtrates as well as Miniſters; for if | 
the ruines and breaches of the houſe bee once | 
neglected, both herefies and ſuperſtitions will | 
 ſoone x in, and carry captiue with their | 


m— 
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« 
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It is the Church of God, of which good| 


| kept fromdangers, as they will anſwer to the | 
parents whoſe childe it is; fo Magiſtrates are 


_ 
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herds, as Dauid was ; it VVolues therefore doe 


| 12;ngs againſt thee, becanſe thou. [uffereft that wo- 


planted, ſhall bee rooted out : And who ſhould 


ſon, that is, with truth and not with error, 
as they will anſwer to that God, who with his 
owne bloud hath purchaſed it vnto himſelfe, 
A4;20.28, It is the flocke of God, and its 
no diſparagement for Kirgs to bee his ſhep- 


enter thropgh theirnegligence, and ſnatchvp 
now a ſhcepe, and then a lambe, the Lord will| 
one day require it at their hands, as Labandid 
at 1acobs, 4 

It is thepillar and ground of Truth, that is, 
the field or garden wherein Truth growes,and 
Magiſtrates the gardiners or husbandmcn;and | 
therefore bound to ſee the good plants wate- 
red,the weeds and ſrones throwne out that hin. 
der growth, the hedge kept ftrong and good 
about it; leſt as the Serpent got into Eden,and 
beguiled Exe,ſo the Serpents ofour timescreep 
thorow into this Garden, and corrupt the 
minds of any from that ſimplicity which is in 
Chriſt, The like Motives gre every where in 
Scripture ſcattered ; Rexe/.2.20. I hane a few 


man lezebel, which caflth her ſelfe a Propheteſſe, 
to teach aud ſcedute my ſernants to commit fornica- 
tron, and to eat things sffered to idols, Therefore 
ncither Errors, nor their Authors in the 
Church of God are to be {uffered, Johu 15,13, 
Emery plant which my heauenly Father hath not 


root them out, but Magiſtrates,to w hom Gods 
Vine-| 
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 Vire-yard 1s committed ? 
Let's come to the Old Teſtament,where the | 
| lives of Magiſtrates are repreſented,as the face | 
is in a glae,that ſhews both ſpois and beauty. | 
| 2 Chro. 17, Tehoſhaphat commanded che Prieits ; 
| aud Leuncsto inſtruct the People in the Law, 
| from the {cuenth verſe tothe renth; but that's : 
| not all,but in the {1xth verſe it 1s ſaid, His heart | 
| was lift wp ir, the wayes of the Lora; 10 that he tooke 

| away the high places, and the grones out of Indah, | 
| Let vs ca{t our eyes vpon the other Kings of | 
| 


[{rac} and Tudah, ani confider what God him- | 
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| felfe hath marked and obſerued inthem, ſee. | 
| { ing us obſeznation cannot butbe of momenr, | 
 _[] itkeatteriiurs inthe margents ofa booke, Of} | 
| Sa/om20n {0d hath obſerued, 1 Kine ,r 1.4.that 
| whenhe was old, bis wives turned away his: 
| { heart after other Gods, and his heart wasnot | 1 
| | perfe@t with the Lord his God ; that is, fate | 
| looſe from God,a"d then the Lord left off to | 
| { doehim good : Of Rehoboam,z Chro.11,17.that | 
{| forthree yeereshe walked. in the wayof D aid, | 
| bur when he had eſtabliſhed the Kingdome, | 
| ana had ftrengtheued himſelfe, hee forſooke 

| {he Lawofthe Lord, andall Iſrael with him, 
| | chap.12. 1, & 2, therefore inthe fifth yeare or 
| | Rehoboam, Shiſbak kg of Egypt came vpa-| 
eainlt Teruſalem, becauſe ihey had tranſgreſled: | 
| | again the Lard: Of Aja, 1 King. 15. it. | 
| | &#c. that: hee did what wasright in the fight 
{ | of the Lord, tooke away the Sodomites our | | 
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| yet this was that for which the Lord is (o offen. 


of the Land, remoued all the Idols that his Fa. 
thers had made, removed Atiwrah his Motner | 
from being Queene, becaule ſhe had made a1 
[doll ina groue, and burnes her Jdoll by the 
brooke Kidron, but the high places were not | 
taken downe; therfore ver.1s6.there was warre 
between A/a aad Baaſha King of Iſrael all their | 
daies:yetthoſe high placeswere but thegroues| 
wherethe Tabernacle and Altar were which 
' Moſes made, where before the Temple was | 

built it was lawfull for them to offer ſacrifice; | 


ded,becauſe when the Temple once was builr, 
ic was no longer lawfull ro offer ſacrifice inan 


j Gods mercie'in our preſent condition, vnder 


RS hone | 


other place. Now when Almighty God thal be | 
fo curious, haue ſucha quickeand icalous eye| 


ble will he be, when matrers much worſe are 
tolerated and permitted ? 1nde 3. the faith once! 
ziuen to the Saints, It was but once giuen; there. | 
tore if loſt,or any way corrupted, tt willnot be | 
| giuen again:for it was giuen once for al, & isnot 
to be revealed a ſecond timezand therefore he 
| exhorts them to contend earneſtly tor the ſame. 

For our {elues, wee haue cauſe to magnihe | 


As 


the gouernment of his gracious Maiefty, and 
to remember this day, which is the virth-day 
of his Maicſty, ſecing vnder his ſhadow wee 
enioy the publike profeſſion and practice of 
Religion,and may liue not only a quiet,but an 
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| vpon ſo ſmall an ouer-ſight as this ; how ſenli-| 
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honeſt lite ; a blefling that we cannot prize too 
much, and thould therefore much inlarge our 
hearts with thankfulneſſe to God, and loue to | 
our Princes, to deſtow on them,not onely oue- 
ward obedience,but alſo inward to aſhitthem, 
and be ſubie ro them, ner by conſtraint, but | 
willingly ; to pray for theninort formally, bur | 
heartily ; as for the inſtruments and conduit- | 
pipes of ſo great bleflings,notwithſtanding we 
the Miniftcrs of God haue bin bold to deliver 
from the mighty God of heauen and earth, to | 
| conſcience his vicegerent this impartiall and, 
| | inflexiblerule, not faſhioned and bended by F 
| the hand of man, but moulded by the koly } 
| Ghoſt, that thereby we may diſcoucr wherein =: 
we haue fallen ſhort, and be carefull to amend | 
| it : wherein we have done well,and be encou- | 
| raged to doe it more and morezthat is,to make 
' 1] freer paſſage for thetruth,and dam vp the cur. | 
|  |ent of errors, whether Popiſh or Arminian,ar | 
| of what kind elſe ſocuer ; for it's the Lords bu- 

| {ineſle, and bleſſed is the man thar doth it d11i- 
gently : for as any walked more pertettly w:th 
| God,ſothey had more perfeCt peace, & where | 
| vNeuennes was found in their & ray ag LnNcre ; | 
| | was it alſo found in Gods bleſhng on them, 
 {] Thoughwickedneſſe andcrovked wayes may 
| 2et the advartagefor a ſtart, yet by it ſhal! by | 
] van bee eftabliſhed, Prov.12.3. And againe, | 
though vprightnefſe be forrertimes ouerwhel- } 

med,yert like acork at laſt it will ariſe fron vn- 
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| der water;the proſperity of wicked men,like a 


che late evening will bring a ſtorme that never 
ſhall blow ouer :he may flouriſh for a time, like 
a greene bay tree, bur ar laſt (hal ſurely wither. 
Thoſe that are perfe& with their God, may 
haue a winters ſeaſon ,but ſhal at laſt be ſure to 
Jouriſh, For if God be governor of the world, 
diſpoſcr of the things therein,according to his 
will, if good andeuill are done by him aloae, 
ſhea certainly it muſt be well with thoſe that 
 fcarehim, andill with thoſe that ſinne againſt 
aim; for it will be alwayes found a true and 
certaine rule, That vprightneſſe and holines is 
thecauſe of all our happinefle; and obliquity, 
and ſinne the cauſe ofall our miſery. | 
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watiy ſun-ſhine,may for a while continue, but | 
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| | 
| Hee that hath the Sonne, hath liſe ; and bee 
that bath not the Sonnegbath not life, 


} PPPEE wo THE Apoflles ſcope here is to | 
Pe : ED | ſhewvswhat great priuiledges 

El $7 / bib have by Ieſus Chriſt ; a- 

EP j mong which this is one of the 

a LE =} chieteſt, that hee that hath the 

> Sonne,hath life zehatis, he hach | 

the life of grace for the preſent, and ſhall baye | | 

the life of glory for ever; which he ſers out by 

| the oppoſite,and that is he that hath not the Son, 

| hath not life.S0 that this} poiat lies euidentlybe- | 

| fore vs,that Whaſoener hath not a fpirttuall life, pt 

the preſent be is not in Chriſt and whiſoexe hath it, , 

| 15 in Chriſt, and ſhall l.ne for eacr ; where thelc 

| rwo things are to be objerve 1 : | 

Firſt, that eueryman by nature is a dead 'man:. 

| dead, that is in treſpaſles and finnes, | 


Secondiy, that yer therc is a life to be had | 
{hat is contrary to this death, 


| 5 WE Firſt, | 
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Ficſt, [ ſay, every man by nature 15 a dea; | 


man: for liſe you ſee here is from the Sonne ; 


now there 15 no man borne a member of the 


of tf iche old A {am;and therefore in that ſenſe he 
'sh:rne a deal man,though otherwiſe indued 


_vitha naturill ite, For 1: the root be dead. 
stheo'd Al:mis, all the branches, that riſc 


/rom the : 00t, muſt needs be dead alſo. Againe, 
PITITU. ill lite is nothing elie,puta contunction 


14tural; life isa comunction of the body with 


che ſ.ule;now as rhe ſoule leauerh the body, fo 


he hol; 'GhoR withdrawes it (eife from rhe 


(oule when i it is diftoynted &diftempvered,and 


-nade volt for vic:for euen as a man heck i ina 
+onſe white it is habitable.plaies ona muſica! 
intrument while it is fit, victh a veſſel while ir 


uincus,and inbadirable, hee departs from it ; 
when the inſtrument is vaſtruns, he layes ita. 
{ide,when the veſſellis broken or boared tho- 


row he caſts!taway,and leaues it;euen ſodoth 


the ſoule depar: fromthe body, when it grows 
ruinous, when it is: made inhabitable chrough 


:arment : and after he ſame manner the holy 


Spirit withdrawes it feife from the ſoule of a 
man, wAEN 1t ts broken, and ruinated, and di 
ftemperedrhrough the mortalldiſeafeot finne, 


| and of naturall cocrupticn, And this is the caſe 


is whole and ſound;bur whenthe houſegrowes | 


_of} 
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rew Adam, but every man is borne a member | 


9frhe foule with the ſpirit of God, euenas thc 
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Mortal 11diſeaſe,i it layes it a{ide,as an outw orne | 
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| well ſpent to diſcover dead mentorthemfe!ues, 
| toperſwade men, that except rheybe made new | 


| na ſtate of dearth, and cannot be ſaued in that 


they thiake there is greater latitude in religi- 


| © ſirict,and ſo zealous, though they goe not | 
| ſo faſt to heaven as others, yet they ſhall do as 


| harareſſe of their hearts, that is, either becaulc | 


| wi The New Life, 


| of euery naturall man whartſocuer,tiil he be re. 


newed by the infuſion of a newl:fc; and yet it 
's the common op1nion of naturall men, that if 
a man live in the Church,and de baptized ,and 
pray,and hearethe word, and 1imbrace the true 
rel1zio Fpractiicthe outward duties of it,that 
he ts(-ut of doub: )m the ate of this ſpiritual 
life; and thertoreT thinke it wou-d be an houre 


creatures ,except they be born againe, they are 


condition: for you ſee,he thar hath norlife hath 
| not the Son, end he that hath not the Son ihall 
dye,the wrath of God abides os hins for ener,loh.3. 
wit, Now it 1s ſaid, Eph.4.18, that menare 
ftranzers from this life rs. the ienorance that 
is is thaw, and through the harducſſe of their 
hearts, Maxke it, they are ffraxgers from this life: 

Partly through lenoraxce, Foals they are: 


1gnorant of this worke of life & regeneration, ' 


on than there is, within which compaſſle it they 
come,they are ſafe; that is,though they be not 


well as the beſt ; Ina word, they are ignorant 

what belongs tothis life, faith the Apoſtle,and 

therefore they are ſtrangers to rr. | 
Partly againe, they are ſtrangers, becauſe of the 
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they are ſodifiracted &poſſeſſed with worldly 
buſineſſe, that they cannot attend it,or they arc 


that they are not ſenſible of the things that be- 
long torthis life,& therefore they are ſtrangers 
ro it, that is, they are not able to iudge ot it, 


You will fay vnto me, How ſhall we know it ? 


death, that we take from the fimilitude of the 
natura!l life and death, 

Firſt,a man may know whether he remaine in 
the ſtareof Nature,whether h2: be a dead man, 


by conſidering wherher he haue any change 


was deaGand is aline; ſoit is true of euery man 


| chat is-1n Chriſt, he was dead and is alive: and 


this implies a great change. 


There are many changes in a man :- age 


makes a change, place and company make a 


| change,cducation and cuſtome and experience 


make achange z. but when-a inan is tranſlated 


it is ſuch achange, as if another ſoule dwelr in 


|the fame bod,thata man thus changed canfa 
| Ego 10» ſum Ego, When his old luſts, his old ac- 
quainrance,his old remptations ſhall come, he | 


jis ableto anſwerthem, and to fay he isnort the 
{ame man; though they knocke at the ſame 


| for, 


ſo ſoaked & lurfetred w*® pleaſures & delights, | 
whether they haue this life of grace, or not. | 


I anſwer, from thoſe properties of life anc | 


wrought in him : For as itis-faid of Chriſt, he | 


from death to life, iris another kiad of chanze, | 


dovre,yet there isanother inhabitant come in. | 
tothe houſe,and they findenot him they looke | 
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The New Life... 21 
for. Even as you ſee when a graft is. pur into a | 
Crab-rree ſtocke,it changeth all ; the ſao, and | Simile, |} 
chefruit,and the Jeaues, andall are of another | 
aihion; ſoit is when the life of grace is putin-| 
tothe heartof anarurall man ; it changerh the | 
inward man and the outwatd, it changeth the| 
whole frame of the ſoule. For(my Beloued)this| 
is not a light alreration ; but as the 01d Rampe| 
muſt be obliterate before the new can be im- 
printed , as the old building muſt be pulled | S/mzxe, | 
 downe, before you can et vp a new; ſo this 01d 
nature of ours,inagreat meafure, mult bebro | 
en in pieces, and new moulded, before 2 man 
can be made a living man:which is done bythe | | 
infuſton of the ſupernaturall qualities of grace | 
and holines. I ſay ſupernatural]; tor euen as the 
carth may bring forth-graſle & common wide | 
flowers of it ſclfe, but it maſt be plowed and | 
ſowne befor? anychoiſe plants can grow there: |. 
euen ſo theſe common natures, which wee all 
 haue, may bring out things that are mor2lly | 
 g00d; but before they can bring forth fruits of 
true righteouſneſſe, they muſt be plowed and 
ſowne.Plowed,that is,a man nuitbe broken in| 
hart, withan apprehenſion of is fin, 8 of Gods 
eternall wrath,he muit ſce himfelfe but a dead 
man.and he muſt be pricked and wounded in| 
heart wichthe ſene of it,asthoſe in4@, 2.after| 
the Sermon of Peter, who were pricked in their | 
| bearts,and cried out, Meu aud brethi en, what ſhall 
we ae to beſaked ? For this is the plowing &tie. Jl 
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| (owne too, thar is,there mult be an implanting 
| of ſpiritual graces, which change and renew vs; 


| be ye changed, Or metamorpholed, by te rexew 


| 1and nor toot in the wayes of true godlineſſe. 


| thing, they areavle to pray,to heare theWord, | 
| to recciue the Sacrament, they are able to doe- 


| ouſncfle amongſt men, 


| ſpeakes of certaine dead works as Heb,9.14., The 


| cruly.good(as you know a dead body hath of a' 
{/1uing)but yet indeed they are but dead workes, | 


1 


| very beautifull in the fight of the doer, and 


tural! 
(En a rr on yo rate aero Omen ug eparyges 


breaking of the heart, And againe,they muſt be 


according to that which you ſhall ind Row-12, 
2, Faſhion jour ſluts no more after this worl 7, but 


ing of your minde; and this is one way by which 
you may diſccrne whether yebe dead or altuc. 
Secundly, when there 1s no ation, whea thece 
is NO Mut10N in a man,you ſay heis dead; wiien 
a man a&s notiuing, when he irs not hi uſelte,” 
we reckon him a dead man:now this ts the cafe 
of cuery naturall man ; hels not able ro moue 


If you ſay, I, butthey are able to doe ſome- 


many excellent duties 0: iuftice and righte-. 

I anſwer,it is very true;but yet the Scripture | 
bloud sf Chriſt is {a1d there to purge our conſcies- 
ces from dead works that is al theſe may be done 


Dy nattrall men, and they are good workes in | 
themſelues,having al the lineaments of works: 


chat 1s,they may haue a golden out-ſide,and be: 


likewiſe in the ſight of men, but yet as Chriſt 
{peakes, be alomizrable inthe fight of God. A ny. 
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tura'l man,you ſee therfore, may pay a certait, 


pa1es It 1n countertert cojne,tiathath the ſtamp 


and colqur,and fimilitude of irue coine, yet it 


conſiſts, if you look to-the inwards,but of baſe 


ment many hundreds of Wuairches were con- 


the Witches, but when they came to vie them, 
they proucd nothing butwithered leaucs:I ſay 
aftcr the ſame manner, Satan couſeneth naru- 
ral men in things of greater moment, he ſuffers 


make vſe of this treaſure, at the day of death, 
in the time of extremity, at the day of 1udge- 


leaues, ſuch as God will not accept, 

The Apoſile ſpeaks,z Tim.z. of certain men 
which had a formeof godlines, but dented the 
-ower thereof, that is.that had a formall cuſto. 


| mary performance of good workes, 8 of good 


Juries, with which the conſcience is ſatisfied. 
becauſe it is ignorant and not ableto iudge. 
Satan doth with men in this caſe, as wee arc 
wont to dee with children;we take from them 
true gold & filuer,and when they falla crying, 


chem tothinke well of the good works ,and of | 
the duties that they doe, ro make themthinke | 
they arecurrant coine;but when they come tc | 


| ſt9p 
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ebr ofduty, and obedierice to God, but he |. 


mettali.I remember a ſtory that Rem#2zzs tels, | 
{who was a Iudge im Zoraize,vnder whole 1udp. | 


Jemnned vpon their owne confethon,; faith he, | 
rhedeuill did bring them many doxes, that 
had currantcoineinthem,to theappearance of | 


ment, they finde them to bee but withered | 
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\ ſtop their mouthes with counters : So, 1 ſay, 

Sathan labours to keepe men from che lively 

and through performance of good workes,and' 
| of holy duties, and then ſatisfies their conſci- 
| ences with thatwhich hath but a formc ot god- 

lineſſe without the power thereof, 

| But you will ſay, How ſhall a man diſcerne 
| it, whether thoſe good works that are good in 
themſelues,be good indeede, whether they bc 
00d in ſuch a manner as they are wroug ht by 
al ? | 
I anſwer, you may know it by theſe two| 
things : Firſt,it is certaine,that except they be 
vitall ations,that is,except theyprocced from 
{an inward principle of life within, they are not 
[good actions,they are ſuchas theLord regards 
| not, Now you know thereare motions, as the 
| | motions of clockes and watches, that proceede 
| [not fromlife,but from art;ſo it isinthis matrer 
| of religion : many good actions may be done, 
| | manygood motions inthe waies of godlineſle, 
| which yet may nor procced from lite, from the 
life otgrace,but from outward reſpestomen, 
| irom feare of hell, from feare of 1udgements,in 

{1cknefle from the apprehenſion of death and 
calamity ,in ſuch cafes we may be ſtirred vp to 
: dothem,& rhen,cucn as the wheels that are ſet 
2 g0ing by a ſpring,when the {pring 15 downe, 
you know they ceaſc their motion; ſu commo-. 
ly it is intheſe gocd fits, in theſe good moodes 
| of godlinefſe, when that which fets them a 
| | | worke | 
| 
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 worke 1s remoued, there isan end of it; & ther- 
{t:1at you do be right or no, fuch as God wil ac- 


| from aninward principle, from a principle of 
lite within. 


neſie; for coldnefie you know is a ſymptome of 
death. Theſe good workes when rhey are done 
| by anaturall man, yerthere is no life in chem, 


iinthemzwheras you know it is ſutd,1am.s5 Pra; 
er if it be fernent prenailes much: & Rom. 12.Be ve 
barning in ſpirit ,ſerning the Lord,that is,al thoſc 
| duties that hauenot heatinthem,that have not 
{ftrein them, God regards them not; the reaſon 
is this, becauſe if no heat be there,then is none 
of Ins ſpirit there,&then you know our praiers 
are but the voice of eur own ſpirits, the works 
that we doc are but dead werkes, becauſe rhey 
are but the fruits &eflets of dead fleſh, if there 
be none of the holy Ghoſt there ; Now if there 
be no heate there 1 ſay,there is none of the ſpi- 
rit;for the ſpirit is as fire, VWhence you know 


FI 5 
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the holy Ghoſt and with firezthat is, | will baptize 


Seconcly,you ſhall know themby their cold. 


it 1s,that our Sawor ſaith,7 will baptize you with | 


| fore if you would know whether the workes | 


cept ar the laſtday, conſider if they proccede | 


| there is no warmth,no viuaciry and quicknefle | 


IE_ = 


you with the hely Ghoſt, which is as fire. And 


{ viſually deſcribed dy the ſtmilirude of fire, as} 
Chryſoftom: ſaith, that Peter was like a man raade 


all of fire, walking among ſtubble ; and to rag 
| that 


therfore you ſhalt finde that holy men have bin | 
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| Azaine, you ſhall know. it by conſiderin 
what you contend for moſt ; for life is (weet, | 
and every Creature would maintain his life, &} 


thar deſired to know what kind of man Baſi/ 
was,it is ſaid there was preſented in adreame,a 
pillar of fire, with this motto, Tali eſt Baſilins, 
Such a one was Baſil z and old Latimer when he 
was asked the reaſon, why there was fo much 
preaching,and fo litcle practiiing, he gauethis 
reaſon, Deeſt ignrs,fire is wanting : the ſame we 
may {ay in this caſe, There maybe a perfor- 
mance, much performance, of many good du- 
ties,of prater, of hearing, of recetuirg the Sa- 
crament,of worſhipping God, &c.but conſider 
whether there be Bn confaler wherher they be 
not done without that livelineſſe, and that fer- 
uency,that the ſpirit of God requires, whether 
they are cither done without heat,or bur halfe 
baked,as Hoſea's cake was; and if ſo,they be but 
dead workes : whereas true praying in ſecter 
betweene God and vs.it is ſuch as warmes and 
quickens the heart,it is ſuch as brings the heart 


foreGod;and right hearing is ſuch as kindles a 
fire invs,that in a great meaſure durnes vp the 
droſſe of ſinfull luſks and Agrupr affe31ons, 
So that is the next meanes,the ſecond meanes, 
by which we may know, whether we arc aliue 
| torighteouſneſle, or dead 1n finne, to conſider 
whether wee haue any motions, and of what 
kinde thoſe motions and actions are. 


'T 
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into a good frame of grace,and(ets itright be-| 
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will part with any thing rathe? than with thar: | 
Soa man that hath this lite of grace in him, ke | 
will ſuffer any thing, hee will loſc his life, his] | 
2o00ds,his liberty, and all, rather chan hee will | 
Wound his conſcience, and violate his inward | 
| yeace,and communion with God,becaulc that | 
15as ({weet and as deare to him as life, whereas} 
another man,he contends as much for his luſts, | 
| for his profit, tor his credit, for his pleaſures, | 
nay,for his ſins, and will rather ſuff:r the loſſe 
ofa z00d conſcience, will rather ſuffer any vn 
 evenneſle in his wayes towards God and men, | 
| ſafferany finne,rather than he will bepreiud!- 
ced intheſe things, becauſe in this 15 his life, | 
being dead to Chriſt, and aliue to {inne, 
Apaine,ſuchasthe food 1s,ſuch is the life. If 4 
it be the life of ſine that a man lives, which the| 
Scripture cals death, then the ſecret thoughts, | 
and the inward affeRtions feed on carnall de- 
lights.cither paſt, preſer,or to come;that is,e1-| 
' ther he ſolaceth himſelfwith the contEplation 
of what he hath had, or he feeds on rhat which | 
ispreſent, or he cheeres vp himſelte with the 
thoughts and proiects of thoſe earnall delights 
which are future; whereas a man that lives the | 
lite of srace,the contrary is moſt acceptableto| 
| him: for every life drawes to it ſelfe that which | 
is moſt ſutable,8 moſt agreeable to it; that is, | 
the food wherewith it is maintained, and that | | 
wherein it delights : Pleaſure, veluptas, being ld 
nothing elſe indeed butrhe applicationof thar 
which 
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| of the word;that yon may grow therby: and as your 


| ſhew me the fruits and theefſets of all your | 


| (ant in all theſe duties,and yer for want of life, | 
| and for want of a digeſtive faculty withinzthar | 


which is conuenient and agreeableto vs. 
Andif you ſay now, Butnaturall men may 

occupy themſeJues in hearing, in reading, 1n 

praying,and ſuch like holy exerciſes, 

I anſwer,that they may.,and it is well, theſe 
things are very good & cornmendabie,and not 
to beomitted:but yet there 1s ſomething muſt 
be added; for this 1s not enough, except we be | 
nouriſhed by theſe duties, & grow by them;as ' 
you know it is {aid, 1Per.2,Defire the ſincere milk 


common ſaying is, Shew me wot the meat, but the 
an. For Chriſt the great Shepheard of the 
ſheepe 1s aftected in this caſe,as ſhepheards are 
wont to be,that ſay not to the ſheepe,ſhew me! 
che hay that I have givea you,bur ſhew me the | 
lac & lanam, the woole and the milke ; that is, || 


hearing & praying : fur a man may be conver. | 


is,not turning them into bloud and ſpirits, he 
may not be nouriſhed,he may not grow and be 
trengthened by them,but be as a man in an #- 
trophte that eates very much,and yet is asleane. 
and meager as if he had eate nothing. Of ſuch 
| che Scripture ſaith, They hare « name 10 live, but 
are dead : And they arealway learning, but ne- 
uer come tothe knowledge of the truth, that 
15,t0 thre ſauing knowledge of it, 

Burnow for the laſt property of life ; as it is 


{ 


| 

: 

: 

; 

- 
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the property of cuery life, not only to draw to 
it ſelfe things ſutable, but to expet! & oppugne 
| whatſocuer is contiary and hurttu!lto tt; ſo ke 
thatisa living man in Chriſt Ieſus, though hee 
hath the reliques,and the wefts, & the remain- 
ders of {in til in him, yet he 1s {icke 6 them hel 
fights againſt them, he reſiſts them continually, | | 
as health reſiſts ſickneſle,or as a living fountain | 
reſiſts the mud that fals into it, it works itout, 
and dorh not reft till it be cleare again; wheras | 
| another wan workes out thoſe good things, | 
thoſe good thoughts and motions tharare inte. | 
Red and kindled inhim(for ſome good moods | 
and good fits they may haue) I ſay they reie& 
them,and are ſicke of them,and weary of them, 
and of the meanes that ſhould increaſe them, 8: | 
they-are not well till they haue gotten them- | 
{clues iato another element : but for the ſinnes 
which are ſutable to them, either by diſpoſiti- 
on, or by education, or by cuſtome, thoſe they 
ſuffer tolyecontinually vnexpelled, and vnre- 
| (iſted, as mud in ponds and dead waters. And 
| this(Beloued )is a great ſigne of death:for I wil 2 
be bold to ſay this, that it we lye in any known | 
| {in,that is, 1f there be a continued tract @f any, 
| {in that we know to be a ſin, that is.drawne as a | 
thread through our whole converſation, be it 
| fornication,or adultery, or ſwearing, or 6run-| 
kenneſle, or malice and enuy, or any other ; I | 
iay It is very dangerous, yea deadly, if it have; 
| dominion,if we lie in it; as you know a preuai- | 
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(Jing diſeaſe killeth,and one diſeaſe will do it as | 
well asa hundred: as a ſwine thar paſſeth by a 
| ; chouſand dirty puddles,and yet wallows but iD 
| | one,if ſhe lie 1none, it isenough to make her vn- | 
| ; cleane and filthy al ouer,as it the had done it 1n 
noze, The Scripture is plaine 1nthis caie,2 Cor. 
5.17 Whoſoenrr is in Chriſt is a new creature,and ld 
things are paſſed away gal things are become new. Gal. 
5.24. #hoſoencr is 1,3 Chriſt hath crucified the fleſh | 
#1th the affeftions of it. So that if there be one l1- 
| ung iuit in man, itthere be one luſt pertectly 11- | 

utng,it 1s anarguiment, that the whole body ot | 
death 1s aliue in vs; and ifit be ſo,we are yet in | 
2 ſtare of death,andare not tranſlated 7o the glo- | 
| rious liberty of the Sonnes of God, And ſo TI haue 
thewed you tiat euery man by nature is dead 
| in treſpaſſes and ſins,and how you ſhal know it, 
| and that if we continue inthat condition, and 
are not partakers of the firft reſurrefion, wee 
{hall never partake of the ſecond reſurre&ton. 
Now we come tothe ſecond, namely,that there 
is 4 life that is contrary to this death; and that you 
| may vnderſtad wharit1s,you muſt know that e- | 
uery man by nature is ina dead {leep,&therfore 
he ſees notthisdeath,norfeels it,nor regards it; 
| for as a dead man feels not thathe is dead,(o he 
| | chat wants this ſpiritual life he is not ſenſible of 
| t;for the ſoule in the worſe condition it is,the{ | 

leffcit feelsit,thoughit benotſowith thebody. f | 
| And thertore the firſt thing that muit be done, 
| co bring a man out of this miſerable POR 

| © 


—— 


—_ —— 
— —— 
— 


PO EET” 
mT 


CRETTIO _ CE at bad _ 


0% ASE hf hdres Ig - 4D APE 
” 
- 


6 fd wo Foy aaa a. Le Sat ath.a. At; he. ——HÞCÞwwwt. itA0 — 
FOO IR TOI CEI < _— My ws 
> Li. MM 


! 2—_—_— a_ > 6. th. 
0 


| 


] to teeke and to long after himzas acondemned 


——_— 


a 


$7 


—_— 


acdi_es as Wide. ll Po 


 Rem.7.9.(it is an excellent exprefiton)ſaith he, 


| Law came,ſinne revined,and 1 dyed; the meaning | 


. y 
P -» £.. ai. ates a... AMY. Mi. Ad. tes... 


The N = Life. " 


FESTIE'Y 


ot ceath, is to waken him, to open his eyes, t6 | 
{ee thathe is achilde of wrath, and to ſee what 
extreme need he ſtands in of Ieſus Chrift, and 


man longs after his pardon, and as he that was 
purſued by the axereer of bloud, in the old law 
came tothe City ot refuge, for ſafety and for 
(helter: I ſay,after that manner we muſt friſt be. 
awakened.This you (hall fee, Eph.s . Awake thou 

that fleepeſt and ſiand vp from the dead. That | 
wakening therefore is the firſt worke,. And to | 


I was once aline withont the Law, but when the | 


of it is this, betore when I was ignorant of the 
Law, I theught my ſelfe a liuing man, 1n as 
200d an eſtateas the beſt ; but when the Law 
came, that is, when I was enlightened, when 1 | 
ſaw the true meaning of the Law thatl ſaw my 
ſelfe, and ſaw fin in a right glaſſe, then {in was 
aliue and I died ; that is,] tound my ſclte to be * 


work.thar God doth toa man,whom he means 


no better than a dead man, So thar *<s the firſt } 


to ſaue, to waken him out of his dead {leepe,ro 
charge {in vpon his conſcience, & to ſer it vpcu' 


| him copurſue him, as the avenger of bloud we 


4 
n 


ſpake of before, VVhen that is done once,then a 


| man will flic to the City of refuge, that is, he 


| flies to Chriſt, as 19ab did tothe hornes of the' 
altar, and he crics & cals carneſily tor the par- 


don of his fins,cucn as Sampſon cried for water, 
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| Giue me water, or 1 dye. And when a man comes | 
thus to Chritt, thus humbled, then Chriſt ac- | 
| cepts him; and then he breathes this breath of| 
| lite into him, as God breathed the breath of life | 
into Adam, and (© is made a liuing man, accor- 
| ding tothat, 194.5 .'29. The t1me ſhall come, when | 
the dead ſhall heare the voyce of the Son of God,and 
\ | they that heave it ſhall line; that is, thoſe that are | 
T 
| 


: ſpiritually dead (hall heare the voice of the Sen | | 
| of God, and thoſe that heare it ſhall live; for |} 
when a man toucketh Chriſt by faith, as the |: | 
woman touched the hemme of his garment, | 
there gocs a certaine vertue out from-him,that 
| | heates the ſoule as that vertue healed her blou- 
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ſufion and tranſmiflion is it 2: 11) 

| 4». My beloued,itis true;itis the great myſtery 
.of lite and regeneration; but as farre as it is ex-| | 

 prefſable, we will explaine vnto you. It 1s done 

after this manner: Euen as you fee anartificer, 
| | when 
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| his i is that, my beioued, which the Apoftle 
| ſpeakes of, Fph.1,19. he prayes, that their eyes 
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when hee gocs about any worke of art, there: 
£0es 4 certaine influence from the skill that is 
ſeared in his mind,that paſleth vpon the worke 
as he mouldsand faſhions ir, and fers a ſtampe 


WItnins $ Of a5 WE (cc, when the will IDOuesS te >| 


commanding aQtine power from the will that 
acts the members, and fiirres them according 


vpun it,2ccording to thutidea that 1s concejued | 


' members of the bod y to and fro, there goesa | 


to the diſpoſition of the will; or as wee {ce in 
the workes of nature,when the 8ces make their | 
combes, and the Birds their nea ts, there goes 


wo doeaccordi:g to their kind, Such a kind of 
vertue and power it 1s, that the Scripture cals 
the vertue of his reſurre&ion, thatcomes from | 
Chriſt8& from theSpirit of Chriſt, that moulds 
aud faſhions the heart of 8 man,tharcommands 
lope in him, and that ouides and directs 

irn,to doe things agreeable to his will. And 


might be opened, that they wiight ſee the exceeding 
greatmeſſe of his power , that workes in thoſe that be- 
leeue ; Waere marke this jthat it is called power, 
that 1s jit i 106 an empty /orme of godlincſſe, bur 
an effcituall prenalent pewer, that puts not vpon 
vsonly the wafhy colour of agood profeſſion, | 


j* 
\ 
} 
| 


j but that dies the heartin graine! with graceand 
holinefle, chart doth not onely alter that ſuper. 
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 ficies, butchangeth the whole frame of the 
 heart,and tucns therudder of the life, & guides 
the courſe toa quite cotrary point of the com. 
alle, And this differs from the forme of godli. 
:efſe, that we ſpake of before as the life differs 
from the picure, as the ſubſtance differs from 
the ſhadow, as that which hath ſinewes and ct- 
fica:iouſhelle in it, from that which is weak aud 
 powerleſle, This vertue and power that comes 
from Chrift, when God meanes to make one a 
living man, it doth not only make proffers and | 
ers,it doth not only breed in the heart good 
deſires and pur5olſes, that when they come to | 
ihe birth, haveno ſtrength co bring forth , but 
it ſo plants them in the heart, that they live 
| chere as the creatures live 1n their owne ele- 
ments; wheras in thoſe that haue their old harts 
and rheir old natures ſtill, they wither and va- | 
n:ſh away,as plants that are ina ſoile that is not | 
| connaturall and ſutable to them, And there. | 
tore if wee would know whether this life be 
{ wrought in ys or no, let vs confider whether | 
euer wee haue had experience of ſuch a great 
Lpower and vertue, of ſuchan influence from | 
Chriſt, that may change vs and reforme and re. 
new vs,and make vs not onely willing toline a 

10ly life, tohaue our luis martthe:1, to pray | 
feruently, and to keepe the Sabbath with delight, 
but that enablech vs to doe theſe rhings alſo; 
as the Apoſtle ſpeakes, / an able to dot af things | 
through Chriſt that frengtheneth mee. $9 mach 
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| are l.id from a blind: man, or as they are hid in 
che darke., The colours are there, but they arc | 


of he wants light to ſee them, 


| but this life is within, we arenot able to ſee it, 


Ka. © 
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| goat-Skinnes,Heb, I1.andas the great mylteries | 
of ſaluation are hid vnder the meane elements 


The N ew Life. 


tha:l ſerue to ſhew you, that we are by nature 
dead, and thar yerchere is a lite to be ha? that 
15 Cuntrary to that death, INow for app!icatiun 
ofthis, which ſhall berthrecfuld, 

Firſt,!et vs be exhorted to belecue tha: there | 
is ſucha life; for it is ſaid, Co/.3. that this life 55 
hid with Chriſt in God: it is hid, and therefore to 


not to beleeue. Now that we miy know why 
it is ſaid to be a hidden lite, let vs conſider, 
From whow it is hid, and 
With what it is hid. 
From whom is it hid ? 
It is hid from naturall men, even as colours 


hid from man, becauſecither he wants aneye, 


— . 


Againe,with what is it hid ? | 
This ſpiritual life,this life of grace,is hid with | 
this naturall life 3 we ſee men breathe and live. 
Againe,itis hid vnder abaſe out-ſide,cuen as 


preaching, as thoſe whom the world wasn''t 
worthy of, were hid vnder [heep-skinnes, and 


of Bread and Wine: after theſaine manner this 


be beleeved; for things that we fee, we need | 


Chriſt was hid vndera Carpenters fon, as ch 
 wiſedome of God is hid vnder the fos!:ſhn:ſſe of 


F{e Tl, 


| Queſt, 
| Auſw, 


Auſw. Is 


Anlw 2, 


life is lid 3 I ſay vader abaſe out-lide, becauſe 
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 Anſw, 4. 


thole rhat liue rhis lite of grace, forthe moſt 
part are baſe and contemprible inthe eye of 
the world:An! tis 15 another thing that hides 


this life from vs. 


And thirdly,itts hidden with the infirmities 
of the Saints; caen as you ſeethis naturall life 
hid in a fwound, or as reaſon is hid in drunken. | 
nes;there is life there,and reaſon there, bur ir ts 
not ſeene, It cannot be denie4] that the holieſt 
men have many infirmities(as you knowD avid 
and Percr what they fell into '& becauſe of that | 
we cannot ſee this ſpirirval lite;but areready to 
think, tor the time,that there rsno life in them. 

And laſt of allthis lite ts hid fromrvs by miſ- 
reports,cuen asChriſt was hid fronrthe world, 
being reported tobe aWine-bibber,and a compa-|. 
nion of eluttoas,8 one that coſtontDexnils through 
Beelzebub the Prince of Dewils ; thus he was hid : | 
And ſo the Apoſtle Paul, and the reſt of the A-| 
poſtles were Ti fromtiie world after this man- 
ner, In 2 Coy. 6. faith hee, Ye are as deceiners, 


 thongh true, that 1s,though we be true, yer,ſaith 
 he,we are deccivers,that is,weare reported to be | 
| deceitfull and falſe ren, Therefore thoſe that 
are in great place, thould take: ſpeciall heed 
how they admir reports : for you ſhall finde 
this, that in all ages, in all ſtories, men for the 
moſt part have beene miſ-reported, good rnen 
the work reported of and cuillmen the beſt,fo 
that if we 1udge dy reports, we ſhall ;uſtifie the 
wicked, ani condeme the generation of the iuſt. \ 
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| ſay,ali theſe wates this life 15 hid from vs;and 
therefore we muft beleene it, though we may | 
acloe our {elues a litthe with experience, Vee 
ce there is a generation of men, whoſe life is 
not in carnall picaſures and delights, that gtuc 
not themfelucs vp'to {inte againit God ; and it 
is certaine that no man can live without ſorne 
delight, no creature cah liue without it : ſince} 
therefore their delight isnot in theſe things, it | 
is likely that there is another lite that they line; 
that is,an inward and retired life,cucn this life, | 
whachis hid with Chriſt iz God, 
Againe, you ſee there is a generation of men | | 
that are willing to ſuffer tortures, & impriſon. | | 
ments,yea death it ſelte:and ſurely they would 
not be fo willing to-part with this naturall life, þ 
if there were nota better life, 2 life that they 
ſet a higher pricevpen ; I ay, they would not 
let this goe, if they had nor hope of another .| 
| Thus we may help our ſclues with Expericnce; | 
but yet we mult belecue it. And this is the firſt | 
Vſettatwe are to make of this,to belecue that þ 
there 1s ſuch a life, | | | 
Secondly, if he that hath not this life is not |//e 2, | 
in Chriſt, why then, my beloued, it concernes | 
vs to ſce that we have the fruits and effets- of | 
this ſpirituall life in vs, that that change bee| 
wrought in vs, that we ſpake of, that wee haue | | 
thoſe morions and thoſe actions, that proceed 
from au inward principle of lite, that we have | 
that attragive diſpoſition, and that expulſzrc: 
| difpofition 
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— | 
| diſpoiition which may empty our hearts of all 
| knowne (it, which is aiſoan effec of this lite * 
| And this furthce we muſt chiefly looke to, that 
| | we /oue the brethren, which, for ought I (ee, the! 

holy Ghoſt peints at aboue all other ſignes of 

this ſpirituall life ; you haue it,1 19þ.3.14. Wee | 
know by this that we are paſſed from deatn to life, be-' 
cauſe we lone the brethren, Y ou. know a dead men. 
ver hath no ſympathie with the reſt, butali- 
uing member hath a fellow-fceling, yea, a | 
quicke and exquiſite ſenſe within, when any of | | 
| che members are pained or hazzarded, There-| | 
fore let vs labour to find this charaFer of lifein} |} 

| our ſelues,by being affected to our neighbours | 
and brethren,and the Churches abroad; by ha- | 

'uing bowels of compaſhon in vs, to meltouer | 
| { cheir condition;and codeſiretheir ſafety as our | 
| | owne, For why ſhould we not ! are they not the 
| ame Church of God as we are ? are they not 
| doug ht with the ſame price,and are they nat as 
| deareto God ? and certainly, it weſhew love 
f |coany Church, becauſe it is a Church, wee 

would doe it to one as well as t9 another, 

Agaire,we havercaſontocommuleratethem 

| tor our Owne ſakes, For we cannot ſtandalone, 
and God hath fo ordered it in his prouidence, | 

\ Luke 6,38. that looke what meaſure wee mete to 0- 
|:bers, in their-diſtrefſe oven ſha# meaſure the ſame 
te vs iN our neceſhty ; and huw ſoone the fire 

| Day take here alſo, we know not ; But this you 
ſhall finde in the propheſie of Jeremiah, when 
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the nations dranke of the cup of Gods wrath, | { 
we ſee therethe cup went round, every nation, 
dranke of it, ſome more, ſome lefle. But if men | 
doe not doe it, yet certainly God vill recom: | 
pence vs with gocd if we doeit, withill if wee 
omir it. For though hee ſeeme angry with his | 
Churches for atime, as Danid was with 46ſa- | 
{om ; yet3s 70ab never did Danid (o acceptable | 1 
aturn in a!l his life,as when he ſoughtto bring | 
| home Abſalomhis baniſhed ſonne, though hee | 's 
| were angry with hin, (becauſe his inward af. 
tection was toward him all the while) ſo wee 
cannot doe God a more acceptadle turne,than 
co helpe his Churches, though for the preſent 
they ſeeme to be vnder the cloud of his anger. | 
Acd doubtlefle the Lord would take it excee- | | 
ding il}, if we ſhould negle&our duty to them, 
(as | hope we dce not,and ſhall nor, )as you ſee, | 
144.5.23,Weſeethere how the Lord is affe&ed | 
in ſuch acaſe as this ; Curſe Fate wry faith the | 
| Angell of the Lord; ysa, curſe theinhabttants of Me. | 
702 bitterly, becanfe they came ut to helpe the Lord, 
to helpe the Lord againſt the mighty. Marke, hee 
doth not ſay, becauſe they did ther any wrone, | 
but becauie they came not our, but tate ſtill; and 
you know therule, that hee that keepes not off an, | 
intury when be may, he doth it | 
| Againe,marke the ground why they came nor | 

out, becauſe itwas tohelpe the Lord againſt the | 
| -iehty. When the enemies were mighty, they 
' [had reſpedtto their own ſafery ,8& fare ſtill, A 4 

| that | 
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| chat phraſe is to be obierued I came 
not to heſpe the Lora. It was not to helpe the 
Lord, but to helpe the Churches at that time, 
| and yerthe Lord takes it as done to himfelte. 
| But now on the other ſide, as the Lord would 
take it il], if we doe it not,fo certainly if we do 
it, he will rake it exceeding well atour hands. 
This worke hath meat in the mouth of it it brings 
a ſure reward. Eucn as the &rke when it was 
harboured by 0bed-Edow, and others, it. 
brought a bleſſing to them ; ſo certainly the 
Church brings a bleſhng to thoſe that defend 
it; whereas onthe other (ide, when the erke 
| was violate, andilt vie bv the Philiſiines, and 
the men of Bethſhemeſh, you know how many 
thouſands were {l[aine ror it, Vheacel gather, 
[{ God would doe fo much for that which had 
| buta typical holines,that was buta dead Tem- 
ple where hedweit dui fora time, what will he| 
doe it his living Temple be dsiroyed ? For the 
people of God are his living Temple. 1er.2.3.it 
is ſaid, 1ſ#ael 5« a baowed thing to the Lord, my 
firſt fruits ; aud *herefore he that deuonres it, ſhall 
offend, angeuill ſhall come to him, ſaith the Lord.\ 
And therefote in helping the Church of God 
| from being deuoured by firangers, we helpe a 
| hallowed people;for we fee the Lord reckoned 
| iſrael ſo,though they were ſubiect to many fai- 
 lings. Let this therefore ſtirre vs vp todoe it 
with all diligence. Vee may fall out and inat 
home, and the vicithtude of faire weather and 
Sy fou 
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foule within our owne hemiſphere may paſle a- 
way and blow ouer(as I hope it will,andT pray | 
God it may) yet in the meane time, 1t any of | 4 
he Churches ſhall be ſwallowed vp,you know | 
that is2 thing that cannut be recalled ; There | | 
fore let vs reſolue to dye our beſt,and to doe it | 
in tire, And this I will be bold to ſay for our | 
encouragement , they are the Churches of} | 
God, and there is a God in heauen that ten- | | 
dreth them; and he is a God that deiights to be | 
ſeene inthe mounts, even when things are paſt | | 
hope ; and though their enemies be excecding | 
grcat and mighty, yet when they gve about ra] 
oppoſe the Church, they are as a heape of| 
firaw,that goes about to oppreſle a cole of fire, | 
that wil conſume them:or as one that deuoures | | 
| a cup of poyſon, that will proue his death; or| | 
{as one that goes about to overthrow a. grea: | 
| tone, that fals backe agatne, and-bruiſeth him | | 
to powder ( they are all the Scriptures ex- | [ 
| 
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prefions, as you (hall finde Zach.12.) So,l ſay, 
the Lord will deale with the eneques. of his| 
Churches, and will preſcrue them; therefore f 
let this hope encourage vs todoe 1t the rather, 
| For your Maieſty, weeare perſwaded, as your | 
| profeſſion is, ſo your defires and intentions are: 
| moſt reall and firme: and when we fay weare ſo! 
perſwaded, as Pay! ſpeakes in another caſe, we} 
ſpeak the truth and lye nor, (for pulpitsare nor. 

for flattery;) but we ſpeake as from God, 77 the 
Sgt of God;and a meſſage from God may Fen Y 
ort;, 

— a a: ae Inn + A SATAN os Ears Nama 


. 
«a P —_ a 


—. 


he 


forr,and cncourage,and confirme you in it, For 
vs that are ſubic&s,letvs beexhortedto doour 
parts,to contend & wreſtle with God by pray- 
er,and not tolet him reſt, till hehauegiuenreſt | 
to his Churches, % not onely fo,but that we do 
our parts, that which is within our compaſſe, 
eſpecially as any haue greater puwer & oppor- 
runity of doing good, let chem conſider that 
excellent ſpeech of Horgecay to Aefter, Heſt.4. 
24. If thou bold thy to2ne at this time,d:linerance 
ſhall appeare to the lewes from another pluce,but thos 
and thy houſe ſhall periſh. The tneaning is this;rthen | 
there was an opportunity of do!ng good ro the 
Church, (as you know then in whar- extremity { 
the Tews were) therfore, faith he,if thou do not | 
do ir,thou8& thy houſe ſhal periſh, For ifany be] 
au impediment,nay it afty do not dotheir beſt, | 
| pronounce this in the Name of the moſttrue j 
50d,that ſhal make it good ſooner orlater, they 
| and their houſes ſhalperiſh,and be as the ſtraw 
that we ſpake of, that oppreſleth the coale of | 
fire. But on the other {ige, if they ſecke todelt- 
ver the Churches from his and their enemics, 
| chere is this great aduantage in ir, it will moue| | 
| God to deliver them from their enemies a-] | 
| 82ine,or make their encmiesto be at peace with] | 
rhem ; as Salomon ſaith When a man: wayes pleaſe | 
| the Lord,be will make his enemies at peace with him ,| | 
ſe 3, | Thirdly and laſtly, let vs be exhortedto live| | 
hs life of grace, that is,to do the dutiesofobe-| | 
lienge,wherwitl this life 1s nouriſhed &main-| | 
; tained , 
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[rained : for ſo the Lord faith, Hee that kerpes my 


Commandements, (hall line is them : even as the 
1laie lives in the oyle, or as the creature lives 
by its food;{o a manlines by keeping the Com- 
mancements of God:;that is,this ſpirituall life, 
this lite of grace, it is maintained by doing the 


che fiſh out of the watcr, every motion is a mo- 


of euery fin,as a motion todeath, and of every 
200d action as apurting on towards life ; that 
wecould think this lite of grace tobe far more 
excelient thanrhe life of nature, or the life of 
ſinfull luſts and pleaſures and delights! for fo it 
is, Surely that lite which God and Angels liue, 
muſt needs be the moſt excellent, & the fullet: 
of ioy;& this lite they line. To incourage vs to 
it,let vs but conſider, how God interlaceth this 
life of grace with the life of ioy,& of peaceand 
outward proſperity;as you ſee indiuverſe exam. 


life, you know how he proſpered, but when he 
ſet vp a golden Ephod, after which the people 
went a whoring, it was the deſtruction of him 
and his houſe, Sa/owen, how glorious was his Ii. 
ſing! as a bright morning withovtclouds,& ſo 
he continued tothe euening of his life;butthen 


| whenhe beganto ſuffer rebellions in his King- 
dome againſtGod in matters of Religion(as i] 


IS 


Commandcements : whereas on the other fide, 
cuery motion eut of the wayecs of Gods Com. 
| mandements,ard into ſin,is like the motion of 


tiontodeath. And O that we could think of ſin, | 


ples.Gideon,as long as he did the actions of this | 


| 
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| is aid, he ſer vp 4ſhzareth, the abomination of 


| Lords wrath ; he was but the viall, but the in- 
| ſtrumenr, through which Gods wrath was 


| but becauſe the Lord was angry withhim ; for| 


the Zydonians,and Milcom, the abomination of 
the Amorites,&&,) then God ſtirred yp rebelli- 
ons againſt him, rhen itis ſaid that Zadzd, and 
Rheſin,and 1croboam his own ſeruant, lift vp his 
hand againſt him; for, faith the Texr,he ſtirred 
them vp tor that cauſe : So that as long as Salo-| 
»08 did the ations of thislite, God proſpered} 
him continually ina high degree; and when he 
fell from ir, he fell from that peace which he| 
had; ſo God interlaceth this life of grace, with | 
the life of toy ,& peace,8& outward proſperity. | 
Thelike you ice in his ſon Rehoboarn, for three| 
yeeres when hee ſought the Lord, faith the| 
Text,and did thea@Qtions of this life, 2Chr,11,fo| 
long he proſpered, things went well with him, 
& in 1eruſalexs,butafter three yeers he forſook 
theLord,and ſuffered the people to make them 
high places,thenit is ſaid inthe text, in the fifth 
yeere of his Reigne(God gave him two yeeres 
{pace)he poured out his wrath por him and vp- 
ou leruſalem by the hands of Shiſhack, the King of 
Egypt: \Where it is to be obſerued, that this cu1l 
fel! vpor him, not becauſe Sh;ſhack was angry, | 


it 15not aid, that it was Shiſhacks wrath but the 


poured ypon him : Bur an cxample you ſhall: 
finde of this moſt cleere.in Yz21ah,2 Chre.25.6, 
it is ſatd,that Yz214h ſought the Lord all the dates 
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| of Zachariah the Prophetand as long as he fought 
the Lord, ho proſpered ; fo long as hedid the | 
| ations ofthis lite,the life of ioy,and profperi-. | 
{ ty,and peace ran along with it; burafter wey.10, | 
When the Lord had heiped him that hee grew migh- 
| 7 19, then faith the text, his heart was lift wp to bis 
| _ | deftrudion. Sothateuen 85 you (ce blazing co- 
| mets,though they be but comets, yetes long as 
they keepealofr, they ſhine bright, but when | 
| they _ todeclinefrom their pitch;8& fall to | 
| the earth, they vaniſh; ſo when men forſake the | | 
| Lord and mindeearthly things, then they loſe * ] 
| their light, aud are diflipated and come tode- | 'qI 
truction, whereas you 1ce 0n the other ſide.all x - 1 
holy 8& good Kings,that lined this life of grace | . 
conftantly, they ſhined in thedarke world,as | 
ſtars inadarke night,netther loſing their light, 
nor falling from their place, And this you Pal 
 finde in all the tories 5fthe Kings of 7/ael and 
I«dah,thatcirher their ſuffering of[dolatty and | 
ſuperititionathome,ortheir reſting vpon4ſbur 
&Fegypt abroad, was the cautfe of all theif miſe- 
ry: tor when they were indiftreſſe,they ſought | 
cothoſe nations that proued as broker reeds,that 
did not onely deceive theta, but did run into 
their hands.On the other fide you ſhal 6bſerue, 
thatthoſe that lined this life of grace perfectly 
whoſe hearts were perfect with God,that emp®, | 
tied out all the old leauen of 1dolatry and ſu- 
perftition at home,and in al their diftreſſes and 
wants truſted vpen God g you ſhall find,I fay, 
pro- 
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' proportionably asthey did this, more or leſle, | 
| ſo they proſpered. As youſee in .2a;(iris the | 
Prephe:3 owne ſpeech to him, that was ſent ro| 
him from the Lord, 2 Chr.16.) ſaith hce, Aſa; | 

when there came 4 mighty army againſt thee of | 
Enbyms and Ethiopians, that were (as 1t is in the | 
Chapter before) as the ſands 0n the ſea for multi-| 
tude, yet becauſe thou reſtedft on the Lord, he gaue| 
thee the victory ouer them. Alterward a ſmall | 
army eſcaped his hands. And why ? Becauſe he | 
reſted on the King of Aram. yo likewile lehoſa- |. 
phat, we ſee when he camebacke from helping 
Achahb at the battell of Ramorh-Gilead, the Pro-| 
| phet 1eh# meets him, 2 Chro.19.2, and faith 
| thus to him,0h lehoſaphat,wilt thou helpe the wic- | 
| ked? wilt thou lone thoſe that hate the Lord? wrath 
is gone Out againſt thee ; and ſ@ in the next 
Chap.yverſ.3..it is faid thata great army.caine | 
trom-beyond the ſea,and Jrhoſaphat was ſore a- | 
fraid. Likewiſe when he ioyned with Achaziah 
to-make (hips to go to Tarſhiſh, the Prophet Z- | 
liczar goes to him, and tels him, that God had 

broken the ſhips at Ezion: Geber, becauſe he had 
| ioyned with Achaziab the ſon of Achab, 2 Chro. | 
120,35,36. I might give you many examples 
raore:/acob,though the thing were good which. 
hedid(as you know he might ſeek the blefling 
lawfully, for it was promiſed tohim) yet be- 
cauſe he vicd euill meancs, Rebekah and hee by 
ac, you know what: it coft 
him, hce was baniſhed from his fathers houſe 
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| many yeeres;and you know how much ſorrow 
Rebekah had for it, cucn for failing in the man. 
ner. So David, looke what intermiſſion there i 
was in ding the ations of this life, thisſpiri- | 
tuall life, you ſee likewiſe his troubles were. | 
Therefore let vsbe exhorted coliue this liſe! 

| ofgrace,ſceing we haue ſogreatincouragemer. 
[I fay, if you obſcruethe- Scriptures from the: 

2 Chr,11.tothe end of that dook, (which is cx-/ 
ceeding well worth your reading, where not ' 
only the ſtory ofthe Kings is fet down, but the | 
{ cauſe ofall the accidents that did befall them) | 
you ſhall ſee all along, as they lived this life of | [ 
grace,as they'did the actions of this lite,that is, ; 
as they keptri:eir hearts perfect with God, (o | | 
their outward toy and proſperity was accor- | 
| dingly;and the interruptions and intermiſſions Ii 
| they tound in this, was according to their inter- | { 
mifhon in that, Therefore let vs be exhorted to | 
{live this life : For certainly eucry fe hath an | 
exceflency and a ſweetueſſe in it, more than any | | 

| meere being, and as any hifeexcceds other, 10 |: 
{ it hath it more; as thelife of a man exceeds the 
{life of a beaſt, and the life of grace exceeds the 
life ofa man, and thetfore it 15 more capacious / 
{of greater joy,and of greater griefe: On the ©- |; |: 
ther fide, as you know the 7oy of the Saints 1s! ; 
| w#ſpeakable and glorious, and paſſeth al vuderſlan- || | 
| 'Zing, ſothedeſpaireand horror-ef-conſcience | | 
[againſt it, exceeds as much, And let vs marke |, 
{ this,that as he that lines the lije of a beaſt drftro:;es | 
| E 2 himeife | 
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| himſelſe as a man, (0 hee that lives the life of @ | 
man,that is, rhe life of reaton onely, the Life of | 
humane wiſedome and policy, deltroyes him- 
 lelfeas a Chriſtian. Therfore letvs be exhorted |. 
ro livethis life of grace, which 'ts beſt for our | 
ſelues ; yea, let vs abouid in the ations of this | 
life, let vs liue it as much as may bee; for one |- 
nan may live more in aday than another doth | 
ina yeere: for life is in atien; fo much aswe 
Joe, as far as we exerciſe this fpirituall life, fo | 
much we live , and looke what tine we fpend 
vainly, and idly, ſomuch of our litedeath poſ- 
ſetfeth, as it is ſaid of the woman that lives iy 
pleaſures, 1 Tims 6. Shee is dead while ſhee lineth. 
| Now the God of life worke this life of grace in 
| thoſein whomit is yet wanting, andin. 

f creaſe and inlarge this:life in all | _ 

| __ thoſe inwhomit 1s. IT 
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For ſince the beginning of the world, men 
haue uot heard, nor percemmed by ts eare, 
veither bath the eye feene another Gol 
beſides thee,which doth ſo to him that Wwai- 
zeth for bim, 


= His particle For,which you have | 
94 for thefirſt word, hath fuch a re- | 
FE ference tathoſe before, thatwe 

BEN! muſt take in likewiſe the third | 

"7 verſe. | 

} 

| 


When rhs ddl terrible things , which wee \ 
looked not for, "yy cameſt downe, the; 
mountaines flowed downe at thy preſence: 
For fince the begmmimg,&&c. 


We know inthe new Tranſlation the words. | 
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| AI read ſomewhat otherwiſe ; but if you looke 
| :nto the margine of your books, you ſhall find 
che ſame reading we now vic,and that Itake to 
be azrecable with rhe originall,and neererthe 
' {cope of the Prophet in thar place, 

| Thewords, at the firſt reading, feeme to be 
. ſomewhat oblſcure,butin briete the plain mea- 
ning is this;when the people of T{racl were op- 
prefled with enemies, more potent and migh- 
ty than themſelues, the Prophet, 1n his owne 
name,and inthe name of the people, makes this 
prayer vatothe Lotd ; 0 Lord, wee beſeech thee, 
breake the heanens and come downe, that the moun- 
taines may flow downe at thy preſece. 


are mighty.,and as great as mountaines; Yer,O 
Lord,the mountaines melt at thy preſence; Or 
|cuen as the water boylerh when the fire bur- 
neth vnder it ; ſodoe the nations trembleatthy 


rible things, againſt thoſe that pronoked thee : 
againe, thou haſt done great things for thoſe 
that wait for thee ; therefore, we beſeech thee, 
| asthou haſt done heretofore, ſonow breoke the 
 hearens and come downe,@&'c. a 

And ifitbe obieGed, It may be there were 


ſora other cauſes of all theſe euils, that befall 


in the power of the creature, but thecomming 
downe of the Lord, at wnoſe preſence the 


And whereas it might ve ſaid, Our enemies | 


preſence. And rhis prayer is enforced with this | 
| reaſon ; O Lord heretofore thou haſt donetecr- | 
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vs : the Prophet anſwereth no ; that it was not | 
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for him. As if he ſhould {ay, Indeed there is the 


| bur yet (laith hee) I will leaue all theſe things, 
| and appeale rothe works of Nature,cuento rhe 


mountaines melted; that is, as a heape of wax, 
or lead {inketh and falleth downe when hire is 
put toit, ſo the mightieſt nations me!t away, 
when thou comme{ſt to doe any worke tor vs, 

And if 1c be againe obiected_burtherc is all 
the queſtion, whether there be ſuch a God or 
no, by whoſe prouidence thee things are | 
brought to paſſe: To this the Prophet anſwers 


1n the fourth verie, For fince the beginning of the | 


world, men haue not heard, nor percemed by the- 


eare ; neither hath the eye ſeene another God,befsces 
thee, which doth ſuch things for him that watteth 


:6ſtimony ofthe Scriptures,there is the witnes | 
&: che Prophets, and cuidericc of nuracles,that. 
ai] chings are done by the proutience of God, 


things that the eye hath ſeene,and the eare hath 
acard;tor from them it is maniteſt that there is 
a God, andthart hee it is who hath done theſe 
terrible things which we lucked not for. | 

Butnotro ſtand long inthe explicaiion of! 
the words, you ſhall find theſe three points ly- 
ing euidently before you, 

Firſt,That exes from the things that the eye ſeeth , 
and the eare heareth, it is manifeſt that God is, and. 
that is he that doth theſe terrible things 1hat we loo-, 
ked not for, | 

Secondly, That this God is one, andihat there 


is x0 God beſides ;, the Idols and the dunz-bill gods 
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| prouoke him, ſo likewiſe great and wonderfull things 


| - | 
ns that Godis. 


| Row.1,20. The intifible things of him,that is, his 
eternal power and God head, are clearely ſeene, be- 
iu7 vnaerſlood by the things that are mage : that is, 
though the eternal} power and God-head be in 


Laifty, As hee doth terrible things to thoſe that | 


for thoſe who wait for him. 
Theſe arc the three points which ariſe from | 
thefe words ; and of theſe inorder: And firſt 
tor the firſt, That 
It is manifeſ} from the things that the eye ſee-| 
th, andeare heareth, from day to day, that God| 
is  andthat it is by his prowidence that all things are | 
aone in the world, 


Now we muſt know.that this potnt,That God|. 
is, and that by his prontaence all things come to| 


paſſe ; I ſay,this is madeplaine to vs two wayes; 
Firſt, by Fa;th, out of the bookes of the Scrip- 
ture, Secondly, by Reaſon, Out of the bookes of } 
che creatures. | 

Out'of the books of the Seriptures ; and that 
you ſhall ſee, Heb.11.3. By Faith we beleene that 
the worlds were made by Godzand in the (ixth ver, 
He who commcth to God, maſt beleeue that God is, 
and that be is arewarder of thoſe that ſetke him, 
Here is mention made of the firſt way of know. 


4 


The fecond way you ſhall haue {-t downe tn 


themſelves inviſible, yet by the things that are 
ſeene and heard,they may be made known and 
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manifeſted tovs : ſo likewiſe, A#.17.27,2 8. 1f 


| 
ſhould ſay, The very things wee heare,and ſee, 


_*Fandtafte,and handlewith our hands, doall de- 


monſtrate zhat God is ; which 1s the very ſame 


{che Propher ſaith here, Since the begining of the 
| world they haue not heard, nor wnderffood with| 


L 
| their eare, nor ſeene with their eye, another God be- 
| ſides thee, whith doth ſo for him that waiteth jor 


led vnto vs,are of two ſorts : 

Such as haue no impreſlion vpon the crea- 
ture, ſuch are the myſteries of the Trinity,and 
of the Goſpel! ; theſe are onely revealed, 

Others there are, whieh have certaine cha- 
racters of tnem ſet vpon the creatures, ſo that 


thisis one of the maine, zhat Gods, and that by 
his prouidence all things are diſpoſed, in hea- 
uen and earth. | 
And alrhough it may bee thought that there 
are none thatCoubt of this, yet theſe prootes 
are viefull, partly becauſe rhey ferue to anſwer 
thoſe ſecret obiettions of Atheiſme,which we 


- ing it is the maine and principall foundation of 
allChriſtian religion,and cann-uer ſuthciently 
| enou2h bee ramined downe, as being that that 
Muſt 


= 


ſo bewe might grope aficr him and finde bim ; for in| 


 hins we line, and mone and haue our being : as if he| 


' you may diſcerne them; and amongſt the reſt} 


are all ſubic& te ; and partly becauſe they | 
ſtrengthen that Principle 1n vs, thas Gol 7s -| 
which is very neceſſary to be confirmed, fee-! 


him. For we muſt know, that the things renca- | 
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| E- muſt beare all the waight of the building;rther- 
fore let no man thinke, thac thoſe proofes chat 
we ſhall vie for che maniteitation ofthis truth, 
area thing altogether needlefle; tor certainly 
whereſocuer the Scripture hath a mouth to. 
ſpeake,there it 1s v{etuli tor vs to haue ancare 
to heare, | 
Firſt, therefore if we doe but in generall be- 
hold the Yniuerſe,and lookevpon the building 
of heauen and earth, wee may eaſily difcerne 
therein,the eternall power and godhend of the 
maker of 1t. 4 
Suppoſe a man bred and brought vp in ſome 
hollow caue of the earth, having a houſe there 
| builr, and things neceſſary prouided for him, 
and let him afcerwards, (when hee comes ts a 
| full vieof vaderſtanding, and not before) be 
brought and fect vpon the face of theearth, and | 
therelet himſce the glorious beauty of theSun 
and feele the hear ot it, the force of the windes, 
and ſee the ſwiftneſle of the clouds, the ebbin 
and flowing of the ſeas, the apparelling of the 
|carth;lerhim ſee the courle of the heauens, and 
the fearefull darkenefle that followes vpon the 
(ctting of the Sunne,and after that the Moone 
, and Starres, lighted vp for the vie of men 
and beaſts; would he not wonder ar all that, 
which we by reaſon of long afſiduity make no- 
| thing. of? Ir's atrue rule, Sapient eff rerum ma-' 
nifeftarum cauſas quarere : a wife man enquireth 
after cauſes of manifeſt things, whieh another 
man 
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man paſſerh ouer, and asketh not the ground 
and reaſon of, 
And in this inquiſttion,when he findeth that | | 
man 1s beſt of the creatures, and yet was not a- | 
ble to raiſe ſuch a roofe as the heauens,norfuch 
a flooreas theearth, he muſt needs conclude, 
that ſome one better and more able than man, | 
was the maker of all theſe things, which man 
could not make hiimſelfe. | | 
 Andifitbeobieced, but this workeman is | 99177, | 
no where to be {eene, though theſe things arc | 
co be ſeene, | 
I anſwer,that as it 1s when you ſee a magni-| , 
ficent Palace, the builder of that many times | * ww. 
15notto be ſeene, yet wewillſay it could not ' 
be done but by ſome wiſe Archite&,; whoſe | 
wiſedome and ability was anſwerable to the | 
| worke : or when wee ſee a faire river runne, 
though we ſee not the ſpring from whence it 4 
ifſucth, yet we conclude, that there is a'wel]- 
nead fomewhere, that producerh theſe ſtreams; | 
ſo when we ſhall ſee the ſucceſſion of crea- 
tures, pafling along by their generations,a wiſe 
man will ſay Surely there is a principle, a firti 
cauſe,a wel-head, whence they do flow,though 
he ſee it not. % 
But this is but ingenerall:if we ſhould bring 
you to the particular obſeruation of the crea- 
cures, it wil be more euident,cuen bythe things 
that theeye ſeeth, and theeare heareth, thar | 
there is a God,by whoſe prouidence all things | | 
[2 arc 
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are diſpoſed ; and we williniiance in theſe par- 
ticulars. 
! Firſt, we may obſerue dy that conſent, whicl: 
ariſeth frem ſo many differences and contrari- 
etics amonglt the creatures ; 1t you looke into 
the fabricke of the werld,you (hall bzhold one 
[thing contraty to another, one thing fighting 
252in{t another, fire deſtroying water, drineſie 
deſtroying moiſture,and moiſture drinefſe, &c. 
yet withall you ſhall fee theſe brought to a 
comelyagreement,comming together ro build 
vp and m2intaine the whole Vniuerſe; how 
could this be done but by fome wiſe Com. 
mander ? 
| If you (hould ſeevponan Inſtrument twenty 
|diff>nant firings,and they all brought intoone 
{ harmony, we would ſay that ſome skilfull Mu. 
ſitian had the tuning of it ; and when we looke 
intothe world, 8 fee ſo many contrary things, 
and all thoſe brought to ſo ſweeta harmony as 
s | they are,muſt we not needs acknowledge, that 
| there is ſome wiſe Agent, that intenderh one 
and remitteth another,and ſo maketh an victul] 
mixture ofall ? And this is the firft thing wee 
[ate toobſerue ; for how could ſo many contra- 
rieties meet in one,except theywere guided by 
one which is aboue them all. 
The next thing amongſt the things which 
the cye hath ſeene, and the care hach heard, by} 
which this is manifeſted, is the ficting andcom- 
poſing ef one thing to another, | 
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It we ſhould come into the (hop of a loyner, 


fitted one to another , the ſheath to rhe knite, 
the ſcabberd to the ſwcrd, wee would (ay tliis 
*was not done by accident,burt by art: when we 


the workes of Nature, thus ſquared and ficted 


doneallthus ? 


| the eyeandcolours, and no. light to difcouer 


'pofe ; and if hee had mace theſe three, and 
{ notanother tranſparent body, as theayre is, 
| through which the colours. might be tranfmir- 


| one tothe other, there reſulteth an vſefull and 
perfe& worke : the like we may ſay of the reſt, 
So that the very things that the eye ſeeth, 
and theearcheareth, maketh it manifeſt, thar 
{ there is ſuch a God as made all theſe things, It 


—___. 


| come into the ſhop of Nacure,and ſec there a!! | 


As for example : had God made the eye,and | 
not colour for a fit obiet.of theeye, to what | 
HD W W- . 
evd had the eye beene made? if hee had made | 


t the colours, the two firſt had beene to no pur. | 


| you looke into the fabricke of the world, and | 
Letold all other particulars, you ſhall ſec the | 


'or ſome curious Smith, and ſeethere ail tings | 


| one to another, ſhall we not alſo acknowledge | 
that there isa highand wiſe Agent, that hath | 


red to theeye, the three former had beene to | 
no purpoſe; but out ofthem all thus fitted the | 


; 
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like. 
 ThePlants which thruft their mouthes into 
{rhecarth.draw ſufficient nouriſhmentfrom:the 
place where they are ferztherefore as they need 
nO 
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no motion, ſo they haue no motion/giuen 
them, onely a natural! power to ſpread their 
| roots in theearth, for the farther ſtrengthening 
of the dodtes. | 
But for the beaſts, which have nonouriſh- 
ment in the places where they are bred, as they 
| [need motion,ſo they haue motion giuen them ; 
land as the ſpaces are different through which 
|[chey moue,ſoare their motions different, ſome | 
[creepe, ſome go, ſome fiye; andas their meat | 
| [is different, ſothey haue different inſtruments 
| to receiue it ; ſome have teeth, and ſome have | 
beaks, ſome have gooms only; andnort ſoonly, | 
| but they have difterent appetites,and different 
rates and ſmels, according to their feuerall] 
conſtitutions: ſo thar you ſee all is fitted one to: 
another, The creatures,the motion, the meat, 
the appetite, the inſtruments of taking ie;\ 
<| whereas were thereany diſproportion, or dil- 
| agreement inthoſe, the whole worke ſhould 
ben vaite, $505 | 
| Ifyoutake a Vatch into your hand, and ſce 
| there the wheecles fitted one vnto another, you 
{ will acxnowledge that this is not done without 
|  1Art: when you ſee the ſame done inthe body. 
(Ofa man, where there are ſo many hundred 
| bones fitted one to another, ſo many arteries | 
and finewes; ſhall we not acknowledge a great | 
| prouidence, which hath done all this This is 
the ſecond thing to be obſerved. - 
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cies that proceed from bruit and vnreaſona-« þ MY 
ble creatures,the Stork,the Swakow,and the Ele, | 
 phaxt, whoſe ations, for the molt part,excces | | 
their knowledg, andare beyond their ſtrength; "1 
As for example ; they ayme at an end they | ! 
know not, they goe bya rule they vaderſtan | | 
not, they vie the meanes that ten! ro ſuch an|. 
end,and yetare ignorant of it;all which argues | 
that they areguided by one, who both knowes | | 
{the iournies end to which they ayme, and the | 
way that leadeth to it. Euen as when a man | | 
hath paſſed thorow a way full of many tur. | 
| nings, and at length comes tothe right end,heÞ | 
, will confeſle that ſome one hath ruled and gui- | | 
ded him(through ſo many turnings)tHat kneiy | | 
{ the way : cucn ſo when we ſhall fee theſe crea: | | 
| tures doe things, and that conſtantly, and yet | 
{ know not what they doc, it is an argument that | 1 
they are ledand guided by one that workes al 
| their workes in them and {or them. Whence the| 
ſaying of the Schoolmen,opus Nature,&c. the| 1 
 worke of Nature 15 not the worke of meere and | 1 
bare Nature,but ofthe Author of Nature: and | | 
| therfore as theſe ations are aboue their know. | þ 
ledge, ſo they are alſo aboue their abilitie,j 
- which you ſhall ſee in theart of the Spiger,curi-! 
ouſly ſpinning his wed, andthe providence of | 
the Ant, prouidirg in the Summer for Winter ; in | | 
the wiſedome of the Coxzes, that bezng a peopl: | ; 
not ſtrong, yet they make their houſes inthe rackes, 
Now it 15a {ure rule, that whcieſocuer cfteR3 
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are produced aboue the reach & ability of the| 
cauſe, they alway import ſome higher Cauſe, 
| whencethey proceed ; and therefore when we 
] ſee ſuch ations of wiſedome and prouidence, 
done by the creatures which hane neither wiſe- 
dome nor prouidence in them,they muſt needs: 
proceed from ſome higher Cauſe that guideth 
them : cuen as you {ce ina faire writing, that is 
written by anew beginner,you will ſay ſurely 
| it's the writing of him that guided his hand,ra- 
ther than his owne,If you theuld fee a hundred? 
| arrows fhot outofa thicket,andall theſe ſhould! 
| hitthe marke,though you ſee him notthar ſhot 
| them, you muſt needs ſay that they were ſhot, 
| by ſome skilfull Archer - even ſo when you ſee; 
the creatures that knew not the end they ayme; 
| at, nor the meanes that conduced to that end ;| 
| yet vſing direct and pertinent meanes tocomes 
[toit, 1t's a moſt dire argument that there is 
| an almigity Power that guides themato all the' 
things thatrhey doe ; and this is the third ob-| 
ſeruation.: 
A fourth thing, by which the ;u#1fble things, 
that is, the eternal Power and God-head & made, - 
maniteſft ts vs by thethings that the eye ſeeth axd, 


.T 5 


—_— 


pa - $&. 


'1 the eare hearcth ; it 1s the proudent Prouiiion 


| that is madefor all thecreatures,[f you ſhould 

[come intoa well ordered Common-wealth, er 

| family, and ſhould fee all cheir things done in 
order, meat provided for all the family in due 


order and ſcaſon, we would not deybr but that: 


there 


Of the Deny. 


| there is a gouernour that caſtstheſe things in- 
to this order, 
| And ſhallwee not acknowledge this ſame, 
{when we ſee it done in the great houſe of rhe Il 
world,where ſo manymillions of men & beaſts 
are daily fed,and cloathed,and ordered ? Take | | 
buts ſmalfamily,iftherebe bur alittle impro- | 
uidence, how ſoone doth the whole famil 
{feelethe wantof it? and how doe we thinke 
that the great family of the world could be 
{ kept, without a ſpeciall prouidence to order it? ? 
(If there were buta towne, or a village to be 
planted, how many things were neceſſary to 
| maintaine it ? I willname but one,Pſal.104.10. | 
| thatis, the prouidence of God in bringing the b 
watersand the ſprings to many ſcuerall towns. 
| If we ſhould ſee theſame done in a great houſe, 
water brought by pipes into cuery roome that 
neceds,we would acknowledgeit tobe the pro- | 
| uidence of him that ordered it ſo; and ſhall we | 
not acknowledge the ſame, when we ſee God 
bringing in water into ſo many particular pla- | 
jces ina Country ? And as in feeding,ſfoincloa- 
| thing ſo many creatures; if men ſhould cloath 
them, how would they begin todoe it > Bur! 
as God hath commanded the earth to bring | | 
forth grafſe, ſo he hath commanded the skins ! 
| of beaſts tobring forth haires, and feathers, 
and 1ooll, to befir cloathing 'for them, And | 
as it's incloathing, ſo his proutdence is alſo 
|in dctending and in fortifying them againſt | 
F the | 
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| when ihecame tt) $4/0mns Court, and ſaw the 


| CORNex1ON which is among the creatures, that 
| dependence they haue one vponanother ; men | 


the injuries ofore another. Some haue hoofes. 
1nd hornes, and cuskes to defend them, rliolc 
trarhove not theſe, haue legs to runne away : ; 
ofa > [1140 want thar, baue holes and dennes to 
148 Ecinelues mn, and CWiiich 15 to be obler- 
CG) ENCE WEAkET CICALUTES OC 11 NEAFUS TO2C- 
ther, the trongcr goe alone; for if they ſhoz ald | 
ur in nultirudes 3, 00 man ncr beaſt covid ſtand 


1 


— 


25fore the: + this hen thall finde ſet downe, | 


9) 37. Pſil.304, Now if the Queeneot Sheba 


4 —— 


cate of his table,thefitting of his ſeruants and 
tr apparcil, 1 King. 10. was aſtonithed ; 1 
f ay, if inc were ſotlien, when ſhe ſaw the wiſe- Þ 
Jome & provition inthe houie of Salomon,how | 
much more when we look into this great houſe 
of the world, where there are ſo! many vpriling 
aid down-lying,that muſt hane bread & meate 
from day to day?how much more, I ſay,thould | 
we admire, ana acknowiecdge this oreat Proul- | 
lence of God which openeth his hand an gineth | 
thera their meate in due feaſon > THUS 1s the fourth 
 obſeruation. 


The tifth is raken from the — ako ad | 


:annot live withour beafts to feede rhem, the- 
nealſts cannot line without grafle tc nouriſh | 
hem, that caniiot be mainratned without the | 
nt Juence of the heauens to nourith it « which | 
tubordination you ſhall ſce ſer down \Hiſ 2.21. 
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| I will heave the heauens, and the heaucns ſhall heare 
theearth,& the earth ſhal heare the core, Whence | 
we may reaſon thus : Either this vas doneby | 
accident, or by prouidencez not by accident, | 
for ſo you may as well ay, thata multitude of | 
letters caſt together bv chance, can make a 
mlitory or Poem, as that this Grader, this con- 
| nexion, and depcndance of the creatures, 
(hould come to palle by accident : ad if ite 
not by accident, then ir 1s by proutdence ; for 
| thiscan no more be dorewithout pruutdence, 
than 1n 4 Hiitory or Poem, there can vea de. 
| pendence of oneword or fentence vpon ano. 
{ ther, without theart of wit and reaton in AL, 
chat compoſeth ir, 
| Thelaſtobſeruation, is from the wiſedome 
of the Creator ; which is tetand ſta:;mped vpor 
all his workes, 2uen as the skill of an Artiſt is | 
vpenall the worke he makes, hen we {ee the | 
| /fatueof a man mace, we acknowledge that it 
was done by the s{::!l of hia that made it; and } | 
{hill not we acknowledge ir inthe maker of 
man himfeife? VVken we ſeea glafleeye, an 
ivory tooth, and a wooden legge, we lay it is | 
done by a ckiltull Artiſt ; and (hall we cos | 
ſ-ruea ſveciall providence and wiſedome, it: 
the making of the inembers chemſelues: ; fu | 
| the things a acc better that are done by nature. 
than thoſe that are done by art ; for arr doth | 
but imitate nacure and that which is imitated, 


is better then that which doth imitate : and 
| | F: 2 hal” 


_p——_—_— 


gr I WW U EEEGDEIFIIY oo Ar. 1, 6c as noe te. doc 


3 en lt A ee ed at. As, mower, ron MELTED VT; — i, P—_— —_  —— — — — — 
_- a—__ => - =”; ICY RIRTT=tEgS WS 7 "——e — - —- - > - — mm _ "2 nm 


= 


— — 


m—- 


_ - Þ 4.00 oY IIS CA eATIERIRGY 9  ne e 


———— jy" On 
_—_—_— 


O_o 


eA Jenſt ble Dem onſtration 


ſhall wee attribute skill and wiſedome to the 
workes of Art,and not tothe works of Nature, | 
which doe far excell them?VVhen we ſee a Di. } 
all deſccibing the hours of the day,we acknow.- | 
ledge it to be done by the skill of man z when} 
wee ſeethe ſame done in the heauens,ordering | 
the times & ſeaſons, ſhall we not acknowledge 
a wiſedome in him that makes and guides the 
heavens ? It is reported that Archimedes made a 
Spheare,wherin the reuolution of the heauens, | 
the courſe of the Sunne, theebbing and flow-} 
ing of the Sea, is deſcribed and kept in the or- 
der that themſelues doe moue in, which whesa | 
4 man ſees, heis ready to ſay, this was not done 
by accident, but by the kill of ſome excellent | 
Artiſt, and ifſo thencertainly the thing it ſelfe | 
which that Spheare doth but imitate, could | 
not bedone but by the wendrous power and 
wiſedome of him that doth it, I will proceed | 
no further in this, but come to make ſome ap- 
plication, 

Firſt therefore, ſeeing beſide the Teſtimony |. 
of theScripture,there are ſo many proofes,cuen | 
from the things that rhe eye ſees, and that the 
care heares; that God is, by whoſe Prouidence all 
things come to paſle, it ſhould ſtrengthen our 
Faith in thet firſt & main Principle,that Ged js. 
For though an obie& may be feene by a ſmall 
light, yet when more candles are broughtin, 
and when there is a greater light, wee ſee the 
ſame obie& more cleare and diſtinaly : ſo: 
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though we beleeve by Faith chat Godis Jerthe 
addirionof moreArguments ſhould firengthen 
vS in this beleefe, and confirme this c: nciuſion, 
and adde more to our aſlent to it : For(my be- 


loved) though ir benot obſerued, yet it is cer. 
taine,thatall that vneuenneſic alithoſe excrbi-! 


| tances which are found inthe lives of rnen, doc 


proceed from the weakeneſle of this Spring, | 
chat theſe firſt Principles are not firmely and 
thorowly beleeued. Men will not negle& Re- 
ligion altogether, neither will they maketheir | 
hearts perfe& with God in all things ; and 
whence comes it but from this, thatthis firſt 
Principle is in part belecued, in part not belce. | | 
ued? thar is, they ſay intheir hearts, it may be | 


| here is ſuch an Alnughty God, that made hea- 


wer 41d earth, and it may be not: and therefore 
they wall have ſome care in the duties of Re- 
ligion, but a full care they haue not ; whereas 
if they did belecue it fully, they would ſerve | 
him with a full and per fee? heart. 

Bur is this all the vſe that is ro be made of it> 
isthisall the Prophet driverh to inthis place ? 
No, his veryſeope is to ſhew vs, that it there 
be fucha God, then it is hethat doth the rer14-/ 
ble things that are done to vs: they come not to | 


| paſſe by accident , therefore we ſo propound | 


the point, that by the things that the eye ſeeth, 
and the care heareth, itappeareth that there is 
tuch a God that doth terrible things which mee | 

 looke not for, If it be not by chance and by ac- 

F 3 _cident, | 
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 cident, nor the wiſedome and endcuours of 


men, but the Lord, which doth both tercible 
and mercifu!l things, both the good and the e- 
ail which befall vs.then let vs lncby fuih, and 
zt by [cauſe t:atls, teare him, and meet him 10 
cnc way witile its yet time, leſt we fall into the 
error of the 7ſrac/ixes here, to haue terrible 
thia rs gone to vsoveſore we looked for them. For | 
chouzh wee belecue there is ſuch a God, yet it | 
we doe otherwile, we forget the Lord, and we 
1ue without God inthe worll, _ 

Eacry man, when the euillis vpon him, ſtar- 
cles at it: as a beaſt when he fals and ſinkes into 


4 ditch or quagmire, he {truggles,and coth his 
eſt to get out;lo menare taught by nature and 


ſenſe, to expedite themſelues out of aneuil 
when they are in ir, but the greateſt point of 
fairh and wiſdome ts to foreſce & forecalt cuil! 
ro come,and to preuent 1t. Sax when he was 1n 
a ſtrait, heecould ſeeke tothe Lord ; but then 
he would not anſwer him,neither by Prophet, 
norby YVrimnor Thummim. lob when he was in | 


|extremity, and had no other refuge, hecould 


ye to the hornes of the Altar 3 as men vieto flye | 
to prayer in {ickneſle, in danger, and extremi- 
cy3 but then it was to0 late. Eſau when the bleſ- 
{1ng was patt helpe and recouery,he could ſecke 
it with teares : Butwhy did they doe it ny foo- 
Ner while it was yettime ? Certainely 1t pro- 
ceeds from a ſecret Arheiſme and Ynbeleeſe, | 
to which weeare too ſubie&, which makes vs 
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not to be :noued with any forewarnings,till we | 
tcele the eui!litſelte vpon vs : And therefore it 
is ſatd here, Terrible things are done to ws that we 
| /ooked not for, | 
Death is a terrible thing, yet becauſe it's ap- 
prehended as a thing afar oft, who con(idereth 
the ſhortreſſeof his lite, while it's time to make 
| ſure his calling and election, that his fovle may | 
not depend vpon vncertainties ? Hell isa tecr1- 
ble thing, to conſider that the Soule js immor. | 
 tall,and that there is another place to liue in for | 
euer ; and yet who conſiders this in time, and | 
takes it to heart? Outward Calam:tics that be. 
tall a Chuich,or a State,or a particular Perſon, j 
| are terrible; but who conſiders thein in time to | | 
prevent them ? This is,and ever bath beenethe | | 
nature of man in alltimes; wee thinke we will | 
doe it mod & wodo, but ſtill wee are put off: 
therefore let vs not, as thoſe in Amos, Prt the | 
 enill day farre from ws, and draw neere to the ſeat | 
of iniquity,(for thoſe two commonly goe toge- | | | 
ther) left it befall vs that Salomon ſprakes of, | | 
As the Oxe tothe ſlaughter, and the Bird to the | 
ſnare, ſo webeled to deſiruttion,and conſider it not, 
till a dart ſtrike through our liver : but ict vs doe | 
| ſomewhat intime,and not Qeferre and put off; - 
for the very delay brings inifchiete, Vhen the 
 hlow comes (as | fav)eucry man feares,bur be. 
| fore we carenot ; bur wedoeas thoſe,who be- | 
cauſe the hand of the Dyall proceeds inſenſi- 
ly,confider not how the hore paſicrh,tiil che 
F 4 ſtroke) 
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| ftroke ofthe Bell giueth notice. | 
it iS4a wiſe and true ſaying, Extremen: ſrillici- 
dium clepſydram nou Jon ok. , & ultimns its 
quercam non cedit ; It 15 not the laſt ſand that 
doth exhauſt the houre-glaſle, nor is it the lai 
ſtroke that doth ouerthrow the oake ; that 15,1t 
is not the next immediate cauſe that brings e- 
uill vpon vs,.as men commonly thinke, but it is 
the precedent acts, neglects and decayes, that 
were long before that blow came vpon vs, And 
who knowes whether we be not tow vpon the| 
| very T ropicts and rurnings of Times?and yet as. 
it's ſaid of old age,there is no man that is ſo old 
that thinkes he may not live a yeare longer ; {0 
| wee are neuer brought to {o low anebbe, but 
.wee are apt to thinke we ſhall hold out yet a 
yeare,and a yeare longer. So that as the Lap-| 
wing fals beiore the Traveller, and draweth 
bima littleanda little further, till at length he 
be quite Grawneaway from her neſt ; ſo-wears 
quite draivne offfrom doing the things which 
might prevent thoſe cuils that are to come : 
and 0 terrible things are doxe to vs which wee lgs-| 
| ke@ 0! for, | | 
The ground of all is, partly becauſewe liue 
| dy ſenſe, and notby faith (which wee are all 
tudiek vnto,more or lefſe)by which we thinke 
our preſent condition ſhall continue, whatfoc- 
uer it be ; if we be inaffliction, wethinke that 
{nailalwayescomnue ;aad if we bein profpe- 
rity, WS Line as thoſe 1h Fſry 56. To morrow 


| | ſhall 
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| ſhall bee asito dry, and mach more abundant,that is | 
an obſeruable place; ſaith the Prophet, there is 
Jan cuill neere vato you, and the reaſon is , the} 
| Watchmen are blinde, they are dune dogges, they! 
[ canuot barke &c, but looke to their owne way eucry| 
ome; andyet (faith he) my people ſay, Come bring | 
Wine, weewifl fill our ſelnes with firong arinke, to 
morrow ſhall be as to day,and much more abundant: 
| { ſay, this 15 naturall to vs; 4 
| Beſides, another ground of it is, becauſe we 
ſee dangers come,and goe,and paſle away, 2nd 
| yet the blowes come notvpon vs; and therefore 
weare apt tO doe as that foole,that >ecauſe he 
{aw the river {liding away, ſtandeth vpon the | 
{hore,and hoperh ac lengrh that all wiii be paſt, 
that he may 20 over dry-thod,and confidereth | 
not that there is a {ucceſhon of waters, which 
will continue it : ſo we conſider not that God| 
hath anarmy of forrows,when he hath afflicted | 
vs {euen times ,yet headdeth ſeugn times more, 
and it yet we continue obſttnate, he can doe 1r | 
feuen times more; till at length his wrath ſwell 
and grow ou=r the banks, and carry all away 
| | before it. Thar expreſſion you naue in the Pro- 

phecy of Nahum. | | | 

Partly it tsaZaine, becauſe God 1s not leene, ! 
| becauſe God is ſorgotten in the world ; the 
creatures which ſhould be as a glaſic to neip ve 
to ſee him more clearely,they become 93 thick | 
| clouds to hide God from vs; we looke vpon the 
| wallofthe creatures,but we look not v PRs m 
| fna! 
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that ſtands behind ir, who changeth times and{ 


ſcaſons,as he doth the weather: So that our wi- 


ſet coniecure of him, 1s as vncertaine as the. 


propnoſtication is of the raine,{nhuw and wind) 


| weare ready to compute future things, as wee 


coimputedaies and yeeres,and forget that God 
that is the diſpoſer ofthe(©, and ſo grow bold 
and catelefie:But David thought not ſo, Pſal.31, 
LAty times are in thy hands, O Lord ;, ASit he 
ſhould fay, They are not 1a the hands of Sazl, 
nor inthe hands of Doeg, nor inany of mine e- 
nemies hands, to doe nie Eure, nor inthe hands 
of my greateſt friend to doe me good, but m 


times are in thy hands ; for ſo thou diſpoleſt of 


chem as it pleaſeth thee, 


And therefore let-vs bee exhorred toreckon 


itour greateſt wildome, to foreſee the greateſi 
dangerto come,while it is yetafar off. Fire may 
bee giuen toa traine of Gun-powder a great 
way from the place ro which the blow is in- 


tended : therefore it was a wiſe obſeruation a-! 


mongſt the Romans, that when Hannibal was 


| belieging Siguntinm,a City confederate of their 


Allies, which was farre enough from Rome, 
they thought every blow was giuen to it, that 
he was cuen then beating vpon the wals of the 
Capitol ; therefore they tooke no lefle care to 
prevent the danger 1n ſuch a diſtance, than if it 
had already ſeized vpon them : So no doubt 
when the enemie 1s aſſaulting the Churches 
afar of}, hee js eucathen ſtriking at the root of 
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{hould fee more than thoſe which ſtand below, 


£ainſt vs, and will come vpon vs, except ſome- 


Lenit.26.25, Iwill ſenda ſword vfo0n you; which 
ſhall anenge the quarrell of my conenant ; As1f he 


this Church and Common-wealth, 
It 154 ttue rule, when the euiil day commeth, | 
its time of ſpending, and not of gathering, it | 
mult be done before ; 1t is too late to fetch the 
oyle when we ſhould vie it,togoand buy when 
we Eridegroome commeth; therefore they arc 
calied feoltjh Yireins, becaule tolly is improu!. | 
dent,it ſtands in tac valley,and ſces not the cui: |. 
afore it be vpon vs : wiſedome ſtands vpon a | 
hill and deſcryes the danger, and the evils rhat 
arc afar off, before they approach. It's certain. 
(give me leaue to fpeake,tor we are the watch. | 
men which ſtand vpon the watch-tower, and 


and muſt give warning,that we may deliver our 
owne loules, left your bloud be required at our 
hands)l ſay,it's certaine that euil is intended a- | 


thing be done to preuent it, For there is a coue- 
nant betweeneGod and vs, and breach of co- | 
venant cauſerh a quarrell , the quarrel! of God 
{hal not go vnreuenged:he ſaith to'the7/raelites, 


ſhould ſay, There is a coucnant, and you have | 
broke that couenanr,& therefore T haue a quar- 
cell, and I will ſend a (word to auenge my quar- 
rel]. Now the quarrels of God are not raſh and 
paſſonateas mens are,& thertore he wi] not lay ; 
them aſide without ſometrueS real ſatisfa&io 


If wewill notbelecue his word, yet ſhall we 
not | 
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| | not beiceuc his actions ? hath he not begunne? 
| are we infatuate,and ſee nothing ? doe wee not | 
ſee the wliole body of thoſe that profefſe the 
cruth are beſieged round about through Chri. 
ttendome? at this time are not preſent enemies, 
not only {lirred vp,but vnited together,and we 
diſ-1oyned to refift them? are not our Allies 
waſted ! are not many branches of the Church 
cut off alrcady,and more in hazzard?In aword, 
| kaue not our enterprizes beene blaſted, and wi- 
chered vnder our hands for the moſt part? haue 
not things beene long going down the hill, and 
arc cucn tow haſtening to a periodzand donor 
wee ſay now that ſuch an accidenr, and ſuch a 
miſcarriage of ſuch a buſineſſe, and ſuch men 
are the cauſes ? But who is the cauſe of theſe} 
i cauſes ? is it not he without whoſe providence | 
a Sparrow falsnot to the greund?are not theſe} 
crackes togiue warning before the fall of the 
houſe? are nor theſe the gray haires which Hoſea 
tpeakes of, that are here ana there pon vs and we 
diſcerne them not ? Gray haires you know are a 
fignectoid azeard approach vatodeath. 
| Ard are not all theſe things arguments e- 
| now that God hath begunne with vs ? will he 
| | leaue his worke in the middle 2 No certainly, 
you ihal! ſee what himtelte ſaith, 1 Sam, 3. 13. 
| hen 1 begin,lle make an end. Samuel had threat- 
| ned feartulaudgments againſt the houſe of E/;, 
' bur becauſe they lined long in peace, and were 
not iuddenly Executed, they were ready to 
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think the words of the Prophet were but wind, | 
| therfore Godtels them,that it was true, he was [ 
| patient, & long before he begun, but notwith- 
ſtanding when he began he would alſomake an 
 end:wherefore I beſeech youfor our own ſakes, | 
and for the ſake of the Churches, let vs well 
and ferioufly conſider this ; doubtleſle thereis} 
 {omewhat for which God ts offended; and if} 
there be, certainly till that be taken away, the | 
Lord will not returne vnto vs, and cauſe vs to 

proſper inthe things we put our hands vato, | 
| When Joſu4 ſaw the people fall before their | 
enemies, hee wondred at it, and enquired the | 
cauſe, & except that had bin remoued, though 
{it had beene for many yearcs, yct he ſhould ne- | 
uer haue had ſucceſſe,nor brought the children | 
of 1ſ74el tothe Land of Canaan, though God| 
had promiſed it; for Gods promifes are as his | 
threatnings, to bee vnderſtood with a condi- | 
tion.,But a moſt remarkable example you ſhall 
| find, 2 Sa.21,1, Vhen there fell out a famine| 
in the daics of David, heknew the natural cauſe | 
| was the drought, but he enquired after the ſu-| 
pernaturall cauſe, as wife men ſhould doe; as| 
Jacob when hee ſaw the Angels aſcended and | 
deſcended, he enquired who ſtood on the top 
of the ladder and ſent them to and fro, Ezekic/ 
inquires who ſtands on the top of the wheele ; | 
but fooles looke onely who ſtands onthe next 
faire or ſtep ; whereas wee ſhould enquire as 


 Dawid, what was the cauſe ofthe famine ; and 
it 
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IK 
avs ale, becauſe he had broken his oath with the 
G? 


obſerve this connexion, that when any afMicti- 


| moued his anger is never laid aſtde,time wears 


7es alſo, that is, the time of that patience and 
&Fy 
long: ſuffering of God ; and not inthis world 


A 


25 znfivered him,it wasSauland his bloudy 


veo FIRES, which was done many yearcs De-| 


ther the Church: in cnet Or Ir any S ar 


verfon , earch what the cauſe is, I fndethe 
phraſe 'vied in 2 Chro, 12 . 7, faith the Lord 
there, 1 will not at this time powre ou: my wrath 
Vp9 leruſalem by the hands of Shiſhack : where | 
obſerue, that though Shiſhack was che immed{- 
ate inſtrument, yet it was not Shiſback his 
wrath,Shifhack was but the via! ! through which 
his wrath was powred out, Where you may | 


on betalleth a State or Church, or a partrcular | 
perſon, It 1s becauſe God 1s angry, and hee 1s 
neuer angry but for finne 5 and rill ſinne be re. 


© not out, as it doth the anger and pathons of 
men, And therefore It is go0c for vs to com: | 
pound with the Lord, and to take vp this ſuite | 
before it come to exccution and iudgement, | 
and not to doe as 1il|-husbands and prodigals 
doe that ſuffer a ſuite to run 6n,and charges to 
2row from Terme to Tere, left we be intorced 
tO pay, not only the Maine deb, but thearrera- 


onely, but in that whichis tocome, Itis appa- 
cent that God isabout a great worke, yea, to! 
make 


ak... ad ee 


Le R 
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ake a Ireat tchange inthe worle, except we do 

a5 ic were hold his hand dy ſeckingand turning 
| vrito him and by remouing the; ings Tt pro. 
| uoke him : : he doth not lay ail theſe ftones,and 
mouc a!l theje wheeles for nothing, & yet who 

| Franca whar it is he is about,rill it be OY 2hr | | 
| forth > ſuch a metaphor I fins le, Pro.27.1. Who 1 
| kenowes wat ; a ay 24 ring forts f it 'S a meta- : | 
| Por tal:en from a wOombe 5 there 1s 2O man 
1 howcs what 1s in the wombe of to morrow, ur 
| wharevillto morrow may bring forth, Sax/ lit-! 
flethuught thatthenext Cay ravelled of ſuch a 
| dirth as the ©ucrthrow of the armies of 1//e/, 
ani the death of himſelie inc bis ſonnes,70b lit. 
tle thoughe that the next day had ia the womb 
thereof the fall ofthe houſe,and the {laying of 
bis children. If you obſerue the Scr;pture \you 
| hall find that there arecertaine ſeaſons JW here. 
inas the Angell troubled the pooie, fo God 
croubleth the Churches, and com ony when 
God doth it to one, he doth itto all, 2 Chro,15, | 
5,6. And at that time there was #0 peace to him 
that did goe out or in, but that sroubles were to all 
| the inhabitants : ; for nation was aeſtroved of watt: 
0h and citieof citie ; for God rronbled ihemwith 
all aduerſity. Where you ſhall obſeruc, that 
| where God once begins to doe 17, all the Chur- | 
| ches come in, in the end ; and when 92S it 2 | 
| not becauſe ſuch an accident tell out, ard Lach | | 
| 
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chem with all kind of adverſity , but eſpecially | 
] \ ler.25.15. anotable example you ſhall ſee,the 
| cup went round, when it was gluen to one nati- 
on to drink,cuery one taſted of it, though ſome 
| more, ſome leſſe, Sorhart, I ſay, there are cer-| 
raine times and ſeaſons wherein Ged troubleth 
the Churches, and that very thing that diſtin: | 
ouiſhesberweene Nations and Churches,to be | 
laued orto be deſtroyed, is the very ability to 
difcerne of thoſe ſeaſons ; Oh that we were a- 
| ble now,and willing todiſcerne rhat ſeaſon. 
| I will giue you two inſtances: When defiru- 
| | tion was te be brought vpon 7ern ſalem, when 
jthey were tobeled into captiuity,theLord was 
aboue tweaty yearsabour it, many warnings he 
gaue them by his Prophets, he brought Neby- 
chadnezar neer them,and took him away again; 
& what is the complaint he takes vp againk his 
| | people? ſaith he, The Storke and the Cranes know 
their appointed times, bet my people know not the 
indgements of the Lord, Thoſe creatures frele and| 
foreſee the Winter, and betake themſelues ro 
| {ſome warme place, There is a iudgement a 
| q |comming, there are warnings enough, but m 
| people cannot diſcerne their ſeaſon. And ſo 
b: whenthe laſt blow was ts be giucn tothe Icewes 
| by the hands of the Romans, you ſhall ſee how 
patherically our Sauiour exprefleth it. 0 1eruſa- 
lem, Iernſalem, if thou hadſt knowne in this thy day 
the things belonging to thy peace, but now they are 
| hid from thinc eyes, Matk,in this thy daygthere 154 | 
| t1me 
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| ſelues together, before the decree bring forth, before 
| the fierce anecr of the Lord come vpon you, T here 


| fitting the arrow to the bow, before the bloy | 
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Samuel ſaid to Saul, when heewould have the 


 ſelues and mcet him, to prevent it. Theeuils 


| 


— D_—_—_ 


time & ſeaſon, and we® ®vs, time 1s exceeding 
{wiit, and paſſeth away. There 1s ſuch a da 
wherein if 7e7#ſalem hadiceneit,thedeſtrudtion 
had bin preuented,bur now the time is paſt : It 
isa thing worthy obſeruation, that there is a 


double time,which we thal {ce obſerued in the 


Scripture : There is a time of preparing, and 
chreatning, and no mere but threatning, and a | 
time ofexecuting the decree; fo you {hall ſee jt 

expreſled, Zephaa.2.1,2. Search,or, Gather your 


isa time of whetting his glittering ſword, and 


begiuen; there is a time of patience, triall and | 
long-ſuftering, before he /weares in his wrath, 
they ſball not enter into his reſt;out when thetime 
is come,when the word is once gone out of his 
mourh,when the decree is gone forth, then, as 


ſentenee of his reie&ion to be retra@ed ; No, : 
ſaith he, 1&2 ſtrength of 1ſracl is not 4 man, that he 

ſhould repent, 2 Sam.15 ,29. Therefore while the 
eutl is yet inthe clouds, before the ſtorm come 

while chings are preparing, while the ſword is 
whetting, before the ſtroke bee giuen, before 
the decree bee cone forth, let vs ſearch our 


which men intend againſt vs may prove ador- | 


tive; they may either dic in rhe wombe,or elſc | 


they may trawell with miſchieſe, and bring forth 
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T | 4 Lye,chat 15, ſomewhat contrary to that they in- | 
| end [ed fata Viam iusenent but when God 1n- 
tends any exill againſt any,whar power thall De 
| | abie ro ſtop him 2 rhe deſtruCtions of God will 
| ande a way which we never dreamed of, as we 
lee oft by experience; Yel purcto terpors max1 | 
| ma rerinm momenta Vertiuws/xr, even 1n a POnt 
[of time the greateſt things are turned vplide | 
| Jowne, My beloued, we all afe&the praiſe 01 
| _ | wiſdome; and wherein doth wiſdome chiefly | 
| con{ift,we ſhall (ce, Dext.32.29.0h that my peo- 
ple were wiſe : what to doe ! ts remember their lat- 
| ter en; a8 if wiſdome did therein confiſt: So in 
Prou.22.3, A wiſe man ſees the plague afar off, and. 
| hides bimſelfe, but a foote ooeth on, and rt prmiſhea; 
; it's aMetaphor taken from beaſts,that feele the 
{forme before i comes, and then hide them- 
| icJues in their dens ; but the Foole goeth on and is 
puniſhed; that 15,cither he is 1gnorant and ſees jt 
aor, or elſe he is beſotted and fiuj:ihed, and for 
careleſſe to prevent it, So Pro.1 4.16. T he wiſe 
man feareth and deparieth from enill, b#t the foole | 
| razeth and & carelefſe that is,the prudent man he. 
teares theeuill of udgment,theeuijlot puniſh- | 
| | ment, he feares the indgment to come, thertore: 
he departeth from rhe evil of fin thar brings ir; 
| as 19/eph foreſaw the famin,8& bis both himſelf 
and others from it by providing againſt 1t, : fo! 
!0b when his ſons were barquertiug he feared, | 
EE | leſt they had ſinned, and blaſphemed God in their | 
Learts, and therfore he roſe early and facriticed | 
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vo them : but the foole rageth and is confident ; the ; 
word 1n the origiaall is to patſe on whatlocuer | 
| comes of if.as Blaam when the Angel wet him 
witha drawn iword to ſhew the danger that he 
went in,yct he would noi be ruled, buthe went 
on,and you know the i{[uc:and ſo4h4h when he 
went to Rams: h Gilead, though Micaiah fore- 
| rold him, yet he would goe on, perefore came 
ihort home for his labor:it's accounted a point 
of courage and gencrolity not tofeare,but you 
icethe Wiſe-man ſaith here, thata wife man 
feares and departs from cuill, Indecd there 15 a 
double feare, there is a feare that ought not to 
be,that cauſcth the thing wee feare to come to. 
paſle, that is, ſuch a feare as ſets vs aworke to 
vie euill meanc s to prevent the evill ; ſuch was 
the feare of Saul, that fet him gworke to ſecke | 
to the Witch, which was the very thing: that 
brought vpon him that he feared ; ſuch was the | 
| feare of the 1ſraclztes,which made them ſceke to 
| Egypt and to 4ſbur for help, wiich brought vp. 
onthem the thing which they feared; and ſucl; 
a feare we ſhould lay aſide: but there is a good 
teare which cauſcth the thing thar we fearce,not 
ro come to palle, becaulc ir [ers vs aworke to 
ſccke to God , ſuch was the feare of /choſaprat, | 
2 Chro.20. 3. When there was a great multtiude 
came againſt him, he feared,ſaich the Text;and ! 
+ what d1d this feare fet him on worke to doe 2 | 
He ſought the Lord and proclaimed a faft tharowon: | 
all Indzh, Now this feare was a profitabie feae | 
| G 2 WHICH | 
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| which cauſed the thing he feared, not to come 
co paſſe; for by this meanes he had a wonderfull 
deliverance : ſuch was the feare of 1acob: when 
Eſau came againſt him with 400.men, hee was | 
ſore afraid, and what did this feare 2 it ſet him 
{aworke to pray, and co wreſtle with the Lord Al. 
mighty ; this cauſed the thing he feared,not to 
come to paſſeſuch was the feare of 19ſias,when 
he heard the booke of the law read,and there- 
by ſeeing the'danger that was like to come, he| 
feared; and what did that fearebring to paſſe? 
| His heart melted (Kith the text) within him, and 
he humblcd himſilfe greatly before the Lord, an\ 
| therefore the thing hte feared did not come to 
paſſe in regard of himſelfe ; tor hee had word 
ſent him by the Lord, that hee ſhould not ſee 
that euill in his dayes. Sothat there is a good, 
an vſcfull, and profitable teare, that cauſeth the 
thing we feare, not to come to paſle ; and this is 
the feare that the Wiſe-man ſpeakes of, Pr9.28. 
(14: Bleſſed is hee that feareth alwayes, but hee that 

haraeneth his heart, ſhall fall into exill, I will not 
adde any more : another maine thing to which 
the Prophet driveth, is,that as the Lord doth ter- 
rible things to thoſe that prouoke hims,to thoſe that 
| will not take warning 3 ſo likewiſe hee doth won- 
| drous things far theſe that wait for bim. Tam for- 
' ry I hauenot opportunity to addethisto the 0- 


ther ; butl ſee the time is paſt, therefore here 
{hall be an end, 
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{ but as wiſe, As if he ſhould ſay, Now the dark-' 


-Epnrs. 5.15, 


Tals beed tbat you walke HOmY circa 


ſpefth (or exaflly) not as fooles bunt as wiſe. 


= Þ the cighth verſe of this Chap: 
4. ter, the Apoſtle layeth downe 
Nl this concluſion, Tow were once 
N\\ darkneſſe, but mow 10u are light in 
SQ ihe Lord, walke therefore as childres 
 voftheii ot ; this hc carries along | 
by ſome Arguments, and drawes ſome conſe. 
caries from it,among the reſt this 1s one, Take 
heed therefore that you walke exaitly, not as fool:s, 


nefle is gone, now youare ſer vpon a Rill, now | 
you are inthe broad light that a!l men may ſec 
you, now looke to your ſelues, now {eerhat you 


| walke exactly not as fooles but as wiſe : oye ou hauc 


in theſe wards: - ney »31."t 
Firſt, a command, Or an TORS laid on! 


Coherence. 
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G3 them, 


| Diuiſion, 5 


OE 


—_ a Tt 4 


R_ 


—— 


| my " Exat W alking 


— 


A —__. _—_— 


A__"_. 


[ | them, Walke circumſpedtly , or exactly. | 
| 2  Secondly,thar is backed witha reaſon, Not as 


ſy —_—_— 


faoles, but as wiſe; as if he ſhould ſay, Itis your 
wiſdome to doe (0, it is folly to doe otherwiſe, 


"—_ 


| Thirdly,there is prefixed before it a meanes | 
how to doe it, Take heed,or Confder;that is,it is 
| a thing that will not eafily be done,it is athing | 
| that will coſt you ſome labour ; a man may doe 
| |a bungling action without confideration,burif] 
| he will doe a thing cxactly, he muſt take heed | 
vnto it, Take heed that you walke exaitly, not as. 
« | fooles but 4s wiſe. 

I will open the words in particular, when I 
come to handle them. 

Before I cometo the particular points which | 
theſe words afford vs, ſomething wee may ga- 
ther from this particle Therefore : Therefore 1s a 
| relatiuc particle, it hath reference to that which | 
went before, Tow are children of light, therefore | 
walke exadtly, not as fooles, but as wiſe, Therefore ;| 
that is, ſince you arethe children of light, ſince 
you are thoſe vpen whom the Name of God is | 
called, ſince you-profeſſe the feare of God, it} 
behoues Fou to: looke to your ſelues that you 
walke exattly.In a'table vpon which a Picture is 
drawne, before thepicure isdrawne, the ble- 
miſhes,and blets,and ſcratches vpon it,are not 
| obſerued : butwhen the picture is drawne, a 
| litcleblot is obſerved in it : ſo itis with men in 
|. | this caſe,a man before he beregenerate, before 
| he is made a childe of light, while he walkesin | 
F |  darkneſle,} 
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| darknefſe,while Gods Image is not drawne vp- | 


-1 wereamong the reſt of the people, now we are 


| to it, becauſe our condition is altered, whereas 


| we walke exactly, This thing I will not preſle 
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on him, the ſinnes that are in himare not much 
obſerued, becauſe there is no great difference 
berweene his generall carriage and ſome parti- 

cular failing : but when the Peece is drawne, 


ſinnes, and failings, that he falls into,cuery man 
is ready to obſerue them and marke them: and 
therefore we ſhould in a ſpeciall manner looke 


before we were darknefle, now wee are light ; 
whereas before wee ſtood in the crowd, as it 


ſet vpon the ſtage ; every man markes what we 
doe: nay,ifwe ſtand {till and doe nothing, it is 
obſerued ; and ifwe doe,and doe that which is 
vndecent,that is obſerned too : now when eue- 
xy one of our ations are obſerued, it behoues: 
vs to looke the more what we doe, to ſee that 


becauſeit is common. 

Onely the Vſe that wee ſhould make of it is 
this, to ſee what God and men looke for from 
vs; when we take vpon vs the profeſhon of his, 


fore we {ſhould walke exatty, not as feoles, but as 


wiſe, 


Againe, as any wan hath a higher degree of 


that is, when Gods Image ts ſtamped vpon him, 
and renued in him, then the infirmities, and | 


feare,his glory is engaged in our carriage, ther-| 


faith (torthere bedegrees,) as any ſtand in a | 


higher place,they muft looketo it more,asthey 
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neceflary tO 


{ ox4Gt watkings 


Conſiggt ation 
What. 


Three things 
in conſidera. 
tions 


I 
The minde 
dwels en the 


] action, 


| lyprofteffion : bur I will not ſtand vpon thar. 


oE 


[are in more eſtimation and glory, ſo they muſt 
| take heed of falling to the ſcandall of their ho- 


; 


| 


_ 


Now I come to take the words as they lye, 
Conſider therotote, Or Take heed that yor walke 
exa®ly : for the walking exadtly, conſideration is 
required you fee ; now the queſtion will be, 
what this conſiderations 2? It is a thing that is 
little taught and not well vnderſtood,and rher. 
tore I will a little open it vnto you, that you 
nay know what this act 1s : 1t 1s a thing oftde- 
ſcribed. in Scripture; 1 confedered my whyes, and 
turned my feet to thy teſtimonies, Now conſidera. 
tion (to deſcribe it to you) is nothing elſe, bur 
anaG of the praQicall vnderſtanding, whereby 
it reflects and ftayes vpon its owne intentions, 
| and comparing them with the rule, it proceeds 
tolay a command vpon the will and affeQions, 
to put them 1n execution, I ſay, it isanaR of 
the practicall vnderftanding,whereby it ſtayes | 
and rejects vpon its owne intentions,8&c, for } 
there are many ations that paſſe fromrhe mind | 
ofa man,thar he dwels not vpon, but they paſle 
preſently away, theſc are notrefle@ as, they 
are not ats of confideration, he dwels not vpon 
them; but when a man dwels vpon a thing,he 
will not let it preſently paſſe from his hands, 
| Firſt, they are in the interition, and then hee 
| [lyvkesbacke by confideration,when a man will 
(ce what is in his minde, he will logke round a- 
out as it vyere, and returne vpon his heart, as | 
| it 
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it 15called inthe Chronicles, if you rethrue to | 
your hearts ; I ſay this 1s neceilary, this is one 

part of conſideration, but this 1snorall, a man 
| may dwell vpon his actions for another end. 
| Therefore when this is done, inthe {ſecond 2 {| 

{ placethis is to beadded, that a man fo dwell | 2 Fmmare i 
| vpon his ations, as that hee compares them| | 
with the rule : he ſets them both together, and | 
therefore in Pro.4.26.that which is called con-| p,,,. ., 
ſideration in another place, is there called Poy- | * 
| dering ; Ponder the wayes of thy fect - the meaning 
is, conſider the wayes of thy feet, Now you | Pondering, 
know what Pondering 1s, when you havea thing Ann 

to weigh, there mult beſomething to welgh 1; 
by, which therefore is the rule thereof ; and as | 
in meaſuring, there is the thing that you meg- 
fureby : this is theſecond thing to bee done in | 
| conſideration, to compare it with the rule, 


_— 


_— 
NS 


Bur yer this isnot all : forthere may beea 4 
| comparing of a&tions and intentions, with the | 
[{ruleby whichit is ſquared, when yetit is not 
| conſideration : a Scholler may takea thing in- 
| roconſideration, whether it bee true or falle, | 
whether it be a practike or a ſpeculatiue thing, 
| he may compare it with the ruſe; but his end. 
is not to practiſe it, but only to know the truth 
| Of it, and ſo he lets it [ye. And not anely Schol. 
lers, burir is ſo with all men for the moſt part, | 
| they heare vs deliver the truthof God, their 
end is to ſee (as it were) to vnderitand ir, to 
know the truth of it, they doe no more but *e 
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| of it, 
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| I 

| It is an excel- 
lency proper 
1 ro man, 


Smile, 


' To zeſolue v(- 
| onthe praQtice 


Mottuesto . 
| conhaderation, 


if thething be true, and give their aſſentto it - 
but in con{ideration there is ſomewhatmore. { 
Therefore I adde, thar it layeth a command 
vpon the willto putit in execution,or elſe it is 
not properly conſideration ; but when a man} 
| conſiders of a thing, ſo as that hee reſolues to 
|doe it, that he layes an imperatiue iniunRion' 
vpon the inferiour faculties, to put that in pra. 
tice and execution that he reſolues on; ſo now 
you ſee more diſtinaly and clecrely what the' 
Apoſtle would haue vs doe, this is thea&ion| 
he would haue vs doe, to Corſider ; that is, to 
ſtay vpon ouracions, to compare them with 
the rule, and not tolet them ye there, but to} 
put them 1n practice and execution ; this is the 
thing we are here exhorted vnta, to Confeder or 
| Take heed what we doe. And itis thatwhich we 
| have little reaſon to be backward to(though in| 
truth wee are backeward to nothing more, | 
which is cauſe of many crrors of our life) if wel 
| conſider : 
Firſt, that this conſ1deration is the execllen- 
[cy of allamans actions, it isthat which is pro- 
per to man, as he is a man, there is no beaſt ca- 
pable of it : It is a peculiar excellencyto man, 
ro bee able to returne and to reflet vpon his 
actions. beaſts looke forward altogether vpon 
the preſent pleaſure which is propounded, but 
to conſider an ation, whether it be to be done, 
or not to be dene,it is an excellency peculiar to 
man, Therefore as the Mathematictans ſay of 


_Figures, 
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jn— — 
{ Figures, the ſtratt Figure, or the ſtrait Line is 
the weakeſt,but rheCircle 1s the ſtrongeſt of all | | 
other, and the beſt, becauſe one part returnes | 
| co another, and holds vp another ; fo theſe di-| 
re&tections of ours, thele tranſient ations that | 
paſſe ſuddenly vpon athing, they are the wea- | 
[keſt, in them we are moſt ſubiect toerre, bur | 
{theſe ations wherein we returne againe vpon 
four ſelues,asa circle or round figure,are more 
perfe&t and exaGt : I ſay it 1s the excellency of | 
an action,and this ſhould make vs ready to doe | FE: 
it, but that is notall, there is not onely a gene- | | 
rall excelleney : ; ; | 
Bur it is the beſt for our ſelues, itperfedts vs} 2 
above all other ; take all other actions that goe | !t perfegs the 
direaly forward, they perfe& ſomewhat that | 
is out of a man, butthey perte& not the heart| 
ofa man. Ifit bein teaching others, tn it is the| I 
erfe&ion of the Scholler; ether actions of | 
| wealth, ot honour, of learning, orany thing of. | 
this nature, they perfect the thing vpon which 
they are pitched;but now thisaQion, by which] 
the heartreturnes vpon it ſelfe, this refle&a-| 
ion is that which perfets- a mans ſoule, it] 
makes him a better man, it builds him vp in| 
grace, andin truth ; when a man lookes in,andf 
returnes vpon himſelfe, he makes vp the brea- |. 
' chesofbishezrr, ifthere bee any thing amiſſe| 
there, he reifies it : therefore 1t is an action 
that we ſhould cafily afſent vnto, and agree to 


'the exhortartion of the Apoſtle. Therefore to | | 
| CON- 
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I V ſee |conclude this point, let vs be cxhorted, to con- 
IncanGderati- | {ider what wee doe ; the failing in this 1s the 
onthe cauſe |} 11{e of 10 many errors in our lives, the cauſe 
of crrots M th « ; 
cur lives: | Of fO Many ill-ſpent houres, of ſo many vaine 
© {pceches, of ſo many grofle {innes.committed, 
all tor want of conſideration.. If the ſwearer 
would well confider what that 15, when the 
Lerd ſaith,! will not held him guilileſſe that taketh 
my Name is vaine, he would not beſo ready to | 
{weare as he is. If the adulterer would conſider 
what God ſaith, Heb.13. Whoremoneers and 4- 
| dulterers God will tiudge, hee would not fo calily | 
| continue 1n that f1nne : {0 you may runne tho. 
row other particulars, therefore this conſide- 
ration is neceſſary in things that belong to ſal. 
| uation, Ir 15not fo in other things, -1n other 
things rhe notion paſſeth ſoone from the mind 
to the rcit of the faculties, as ſoone as the light, 
| it is no ſooner kindled bur preſently it is exe- 
cuted;but iv matters that belong to godlineſle, 
tiicre may bea fparke, and it wiil goe out a- 
1” g4ine 1n the heart, as greene wood purteth out 
Sire. the fire; in that caſe there muſt bee paines ta- 
ken, becauſe of the (tubborneneſle in the facul. 
ties of the minde toobey che light, which is 
| 5:97 dictated to the conſcience : Therefore we muit. 
M7" \doeinthiscale, as we doe with ſtubborne fer- | 
| uants, they muſt be bidden doe a thing againe, | 
they muſt be forced vato it. If the vnder-tacul- 
ties wereasready to obey che mince in ſpiritu- 
allthings as in other things, it were #nother 


caſe. | 
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caſe. Inother things(for the moſt part)we (hal! | _ 
tinde that the minde hath no ſooner refulucd 
on athing,vut the faculties preſently are ready Py ; 
ne vnder-f:. 


to practiſe and tO EXECUTE IT ; 1/7t be a matter of | nn Voc 

| pleaſure, a matter of cornmodiry, a matter 0! borne xo ſpl. 
buſineſſe, if a man reſoluc once to doe ir, hee | ricuall things 
findesno reſiſtance but if it be a matter tendin; | 
to a holy life he is reſolned and full) intended doc 
it, yet when he comes to the point, hvw many 
impediments doth he fiade in the vnder-facul- 
ties? they arelike ſtubborne ſcruants that haus 
need of prefling vpon, and muſt have ſuch im. 
peratiue intunctions vpon them as I ſpeake of. 
Therefore this conſideration is neceliary tor | g;,,;7, 
vs, we ſee, if we benegligent in it, it is impoſ- 
| {ſible we ſhould leada holy lite, becauſe we goe 
vp the hill in that, there muſt bee paines taken 
| in that ; there is no good ation but it will coſt 
this conſideration,and the rather we ſhould dc e 
it, becauſe (as I fay) iris that which pertecs 
vs moſt of any thing ; wee ſtudy many things, |, , _ 
we ſtudy bookes, we ſtudy men, wee ſtudy cur _ _— 
ſelues,that is done by this a&t ofcon(tderation, 
! and of all ſtudies that is the beſt, whena man 
ſtudies his owneheart,when he dwels at home: | . 
It was the precept of the wiſe Moraliſt, to ex. | S721, 
hort men todwell at home, to looke inward ; 
for a man to bee as a good houſe-wife in her| 
owne houſe, to dreſle the roome of his heart, | 5/72e. 
enery morning to {weepe ir, and to put things 
| irrorder which the former day hath put out of 
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order, 


A—— 
— w_ — 


On” ewe ay. C2” R.  neud— 


ip — 2 —_—_ _——— —e——_—_ 


| 190 Exact I alkinge 


_ 
-— — 
I eons 
apars a I —— —_ 
" _— _ 


order, that tie may | be fit toentertaine the Lord 

| of lory; therfore we ought to keepe our ſelues 
| ripht and ſiraight, co keepe our {clues cleanc 
| and pure in ſoule and body by this continual] 
ac of conlideration, that we may be at Tem- 
"les for the Holy Gl hoſt to dwell in and ro con- 
Nu 1n ; therefore we ſhould doe this, 

Genet en | Firit ingenerall, takethis generall conſtde. 
fi Jexne ons. | CatLON . let a man thinke what his condition 15, | 
what hee comes into the worid for ; let him fit | 
downeandrthinke with himſelfe thar he hath a | 
FE (cult that 15 immortall, that muſt line] n ano- 
[Ner place tor cuer,that hislite is vncettaine, he | 
| | knowes not when this foule of his [hall be pur | 
| out of poſſeiſion;now if a man would rake theſe 
| tings into confideration, if hee would fit | 
dowre and conſider his latter end conſider the 
intallibility of the threatnings, conſider the | 
|  vEcertainty Of this life, conſider the terrour of | 
| Gods wrath, becauſe theſe things arenot taken | 
| 


| 
| 
| 
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inio conſideration; therefore 1t 1s thar men 
C ON 1N Courſes of {i1nne, this is that which 
| Pew 25:4: | the people failed in, Deut, 29.4 {aith CHoſes 
| L chere, you iaue ſcene what the Lord didto 
i Pharach and all his ſeruants, you haue fecne the | 


PA 


| | -emptations and the great 'workes which hee 

= hos vrought, but you have nor bearts to perceiue, 
0 
he 
| 


| 2 aus not eyesto {ce vato this day,you have 


2. oe 


| (ecne. Ur 5 Qu have not hearts to perce elue: ;Cat 
'S, vuu have not | Carts to coniderit as 1t 1s, as 


LOTS: 


Che froutd ſay, this will profit nothing ; this | 
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Exatl W ating. of 
which wi 0ne of the frongefl argumentsthar | —_ 
Was, (as how could a people Rave more argu- | 4 
ments, feare God than they had, to fee ſuch | 
wonters as they c1d,) but this profired them | 
nothing, becaufe they had aot hearts toconfi- | 
QT; lO our Sauiour, Mark.6.52. T hey conſide- Math 
7c 19! the miracle of rhe Loawes , for their hearts | 
were barened : After that miracle was wrought, 
| wnen Chriſt walked vPon the Sea, and they 
thought he had becne a iptrit,they were afraid, 
tte reaſon is given, becauſe they conſidered 
{ 20 the mit acle of the Loaues; as 1t he ſhould 
lay, there was enough inthat to haue ſtrength- 
acd their faith that they ſhould not haue bcenc | 
to fearetull; bur ſaith Chriſt, the reaſon you | | 
| did not profit by that was, becauſe you did not 
| conſider, your hearts were hardened : and -_ 
| therefore 2 Tim.2.6, It is Pauls exhortation, | i Thu, 2.5, 
| Conſider what 1 ſay conſider what :n other pla- 
(ces f havenamed to you, thatis, chough theſe | 
| 2C Icaiunt *xXONg « enough, yet conſider. Timg* 
| 1þy,0relc it vil: never worke vpon thee, there. 
[0/0 contder wiaatl fay, and bee auſe wee are 
not able rodoe it 61 our lelues, hee prayes to 
God torcach him toconfider, and the FLA Tine | 
| thee onderflanding #n «ll things : and inge ed l.a; 
we may due fo,let vs beſecch Godto OPET Ou! 
f eyCs LO enable Vs» 00 cenhider ; til! hee ſet tvs a- 
! worke, we canuot doe it to; purpoſe, ſo that i 
ay, wee ſhould yo to doE 11S jN ZONC Tall, 
wa not onely ſo, but to make a daily practice 
of 
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CO) ot! 
"wet bbs 


Anſw. 

We need net 
two confhder C- 
uery | j ArLICU- 
lar a&{on in 
our way. 


Simzle, 


$imile, 


Too much. 


coofidcrarior” | ro dOC 11 things that belong to godlineſle, in 


of outward 


-0 
GNSS, 


| 


| 


of it, every day conſider our wayes, to ſet ſome 
time apart for thar purpoſe : when we cometo 
God in prayer, conſider the bulineſſewee haue 
ro5doe, conſider what hath beene out of order 
T0 day before, to rcfiect vpon our hearts, and 
:0 {ct things frait before God, and after this 
0 hauvean eve VPON UF aCtionsail the day,that 
our tongues, our hands, our feer,orany part bc 
no! ready ro act any thing before we haue con- 
ſidered and pondercd it, before we haue good 
warrant for ft, 

You will fay this is impoſhble, muſt a man 
lard conſicicring every action that he doth ? 

[ fay, it isner necdfull ihar eucty action 
ftlould bee conſidered; as in a iourney, you| 
know 1t is not needtyll for a man to thinke of | 
cacry ſtep,but the firſt intention ofthe tourney 
will carry hima great way fo ſer the hearta- 
right, and that intention will carry a man tho- 
row mary actions, though he ſtand not tocon- 
[1ger r CUery particular ; but bc cauſe our hearrs| 
are ſo ready to goe e outof the way, like young 
horſes that are not accuſtomed to the high 
way, they areteadyto tuine aſide ever and a- 
non, exceptthe hand be vpon the bridle con-| 
tinually ; ſo this conſideration muſt beeeuer 
and anon repeated inthe heart to keep it ſtrait, | 
itisaptelſero turne aſide, This we muſt learne 


 Qther things were apt en ough ro doe it; the 
VOUng man 1s apt to confider how hee ſhall ſa- 
: tisfie| 
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tisfie his fleſh, and thedelires of it, how hee 

| [hall ob:aine his pleaſures ; the ancienter mer, | 
| they conlider how they may increaſe their 
wealth, how they may keepe correipondency, 
as 1t 1s fa:d ofthe goo-ihouſe-wite,S hee conſede- 
reth afield andgets it Proy.3 1.thcie is to0 much | Proy.zr. 
of this conhhderation, men copier fuch out- 
ward aduantages : the thing that wee require 
now, 1s to cunfidet how wee inay walke circum 
| /þ&1; and holily beicre God in all things, this 
15 the thing that wee ought to conſider, and to 
neglect this and to intend other things, is no 
vctrer than madneſie,ifa man doe but conſider 
| ſeriouſly whar he 15, what his condition is,and 
| what he is fit for, he will reckon it madneile to 
| intend other things as he doth; we reckon men 
| mad, when they fall a gathering irawes, and | Madneſſc 
| ſtickerheir clothes with flowers, when they |" 

| {crabbie vpon the walls, becauſe wee thinke 
theſe ations vnmeer for a man : So come toa 
Chriſtian, wicn heels occupied in trifles, in 
pleaſures and honours, (tor they are no better) | 
when men doe this with all theirendeuour, this 
1s as vnmeet for a Chritian,this as much be. | 
'ow a Chriſtian, as thoſe other ations thar I | 
| named are be!ow a man, and it 1s as truly {pt- 
rituall ma.ineſſe,as the other is naturall frenzy; 
contider of this rherefyre, and cone to your 
| ſclues, lam not roo harſh in calling it mad. | 
neſſe, the Scripture cals it ſo, in Zub.r5. the | £425? 
| Prodigal: is ſaid tacome. to humſeite; for other F © 
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SER [ 


Dod. 


i} [tis a Chrifti- | 
fansdutyro » 
| walke exadtly, 


them and beholds them, we ſhould fee they do 


things he was come to himſelfe before, but for| 
matter of grace and faluation, therein hee was | 
not come to himfelfe ; fothat a man may truly 
fay, that the world is full of mad men inthis| 
ſenſe, becauſe they come as much ſhort of that | 
which belongs to a Chriſftian,of that which be- | 
longs to a man, as he ſtands 1n relation to God, | 
as he ſtands 1n reference to cternity, as the o-| 
ther actions are to other men, and you ſhall} 
finde they are occupicd in the ſame manner ; | 
looke vpon the 1imploymenas of men, 1 wee | 
could fee what they are buſte abour, what their | 
thoughts and lives arc taken vp with, in the 


morning if wee could ſee them, as God ſeeth | 


as mad men, as a man that makes a garland to. 
himſcife.compoſed of ſuch vanity as he is moſt 
fancied with, Confider therefore what you | 
doe, Walke exaly, not as fooles, but as wiſe, So| 
much for tkar,The maine point is that we now | 
COMe to. | 

Walke exafly. | 

Conſider therefore that you walke exaly; 

whence wee will deliver this Do&rine(to take 
the words as they lye,) that 


It is required of p Chriſtian that hee wal kewith 
God exaTy in all things. 


Beiore Fcome to proſecute this point,T will 
{new what this walking 15,and what it isto walk 


exadly, oe Ini: 


_ 


OI" _ 


& 


% - « 
A 4 I = - Ges Sa Ly - ” 
R ——_— Attn. £. C "—_ Az $ . A 


| Exatt Walking. ES 
{ Inaword, by walking nothing elſe is meant | 
| but the tract and courſe of a mans life, fo that 
to walke holily is nothing elſe, but in all the | rawatte ex. 
paflages and turnings of a mans converſation | a8ly what. 
to keepe himſelfecloſe to the rule, ſorhat into | 
| what circumſtance (ocuer hee iscaſt, ſtillas a \ 
Dye to fallright, whether hce bee alone or in 
company, whether hee be in ſport or in buſi- 


Smile, 


| nefſe, whether he be among cnemies,or among | 
| friends,all is one, his converſation 1s ſtill of the | 
| fame colour, he keepes one tenure what condi- | | 
{ tion focuer he is in, in croſſes and aduerſity he | i 
is taught to wait, in proſferity he knowes how | Þ 
| roadound, to behave hirnſelfeas a Chriſtian in 
j any particular action, whether it bee gaine or 
| lofſe to him, whetherhe be ina pleaſant eſtate, 
| or Whomſoeuer hehath reference to, whether, 
\ it be for his aduantage or diſaduantage, all is! 
{ one, he doth nor ſhift, he doth not dawb icout | .--Þ 
by ſeeking inventions, that afterwards will fall | 
{icrohim, and tells him this is not to be done, | 
| and hee is willing to ler his conſcience ſpeake, 
f 


ry 
EL” CE oO I” 


off as vatempered morter, his conſcience puts | | 


] he is ready toobey it ; when a man thus be- 
i haves himfſelfe in the conſtant courte of his! 


- ( 
4 


| life, this is towalke exadly. 
{ Butthenagaine there is ſomewhat in this 
| word exa&, the Greeke word «x&5 comes of 
| two words, that ſignifie ro goe to the extrems. | 
1 ty ofa thing; ſoto walkeexaly is nothing elle, 


{ but ſo to keepe the commandements of God, | 
H 2 that 
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Exat V Valking. "T 


Preciſceneſle 

| commenacd by 
| the Apoſtic, 

| condemned by 
the worjds 


At + as AM. 


| Stiles. 


] Three things 

4 in exanefle, 
: 1 

' Logkero the 


q whol: rue, 


hed des 


| deed it bethe onely exce!lency ofa Chriſtian , 
| for isnot that the beſt glaſſe char ſhewes the 
| \malleſt ſpots: ? and is not that the brighteſt 


| /hould be from diſgrace with vs, Towalke ex- 


that a man goes to the vtmoſt oi them, ro all 
the rules that hee preſcribes, notorely to con- | 
tent himfelte ro doe the maine duties of rhem, 
Hut you mult looke to euery particie of them, 
to bee willing to goe to the vemolt of euery | 
command ; ſo the ſcope of the Apoitle 1s, to 
commend vnto vs here the thing that is ſo dif- | 
oraced in the world, the which 1s a matter of 
much obloquie, that ſame exaQcnefle or pre- 
ciſeneſle, for fo the word may as well be tranſl. 
lated,and there is no word that hits the Greeke 
zctter than this, Conſider that you walke pre- 
ciſcly,orexaQtly,or ſtrictly inallthings ; Ifay 
} that 15 the Apoſtles ſcope, to commend this to 
vs, that mendiſcommend fo much, though 1n- 


light that ſhewes the leaft moats ? and doe you 
not reckon that the fineſt fleſh that is ſenſible 
of the leaſt pricking ? ſo the conſcience that is 
(eniible of the leaſt {inne or failing, is the per- 
tection of Chriftianity which we are to (triue 
toattaine,it is that which we are to reckon the 
greateſt excellency of all others, ſo farre it 


a&ty is required of euery one, and this exact- 

nefle is to goe tothe vtmoſt 3 bur alittle more 

particularly to defcribe it, to walke exadtly re- 

quires theſe three conditions : 

Firſt, looke rothe whole rule, he that ws 
ur 
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but to a part ſha!l never doea bulineſie exact-} 
ly but imperfe&y and bunglingly; thur 15, you | 
muſt haue reſpec to ail the commandements, 
to all the precepts that runne thorow the book | 
of God. 
Secondly,he muſt goe to the vemoſt of eye. \ | 
| ry one, weſee our Saviour in Mats, he ſets it mY A 1 
downe, it is not enuughtor a man not tomur-| wn oy 
| der, but he mull wot be angry with his brother vn- | commard, 
| aduiſed!y, there is the extremity of the com: | ###%% 5" | 
mand, ne mu{tnot only take care of the maine, 
but to keepe the leaſt 3 ſohe ſaith, thara man | 
| ſhovl4 not onely not fweare great oathes, or | 
nor for{weare himſelfe, but let your yea bee yea, 
and your nay nay, ſaith our Sauteur 1n the fame 
Chapter, And {o for that command, Thou ſhalt 
| zot commit Adztiery, (I give youtheinftances it; 
| that Chapter, becauſe Chriſt gives them vpon | 
rieſame occaſion; ſaith he, he thar beeaks the | 
leaft commandement, hee that doth not keepe | 
| euery tot of the command, hee {hailnot come 
to Hcauen,) As for that command of Atulte. 
ry, though thou keepe che maine, it thou Ju; 
in ty heart, that is, ifa man admit laſciuious 
thoughts, adulterous luſtfull caoughts, though | 
| hee keepe the maine Commanceinent, the By 
|:naine duty which is there cominanaed, yet ic | | 
| walzes wot exafl; ; there is a neccility laid vpou | 
{ bir, Hee that keepes not eucry iot of the common, | 
(h.3ll nos enter into Heaners 10 rhat you nauit Haw | 
reſpect to the whole rule, and tocuery pairt. 
H-3 cular 
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| cular command. | 

And laſtly, you muſt doe it at all times, 
| Doe A all | Pſal* 106. ver/. vlt, Bleſſed ts hee that doth inſtice, | 
| times: and loues righteeuſatſſe at all times ; otherwiſe a 
man eannvrt be exact ; hee that doth it by fits 
and flaſhes, that walkes exa&tly one day ,and 1s 
| out againe another, this man 1s ſaid not to walke | 
exactly, he walkes with God by fits, as he that 
| okes to halfe rhe rule,he walks but by halues; | 
if either of theſe bee, that hee walkes but by 
 alues or by fits, hee is not exatt : thus much 
| 2 Bneifs re. tall be {41d tor the explication, Now this Cx- 
\ QUIreQ wmihrec i&tnetle 1S required in chree reſpects : 
q ſports. Firſt, in reipe&t ot a mans perſon, that he be 
| 'Z Ds i. |clothed withall rhe graces of the ſpirit, that 
| th: perlun. | ©NEre benone wanting; there muſt bea genera- | 
— Gs, ity mthar, and therefore in 2 Pet.r, wee ſee | 
ae Eraces are put together, Gzze all diligence 
| hat you toyne with vertue faith, with faith know- 
ledge, with knowledge tempcrance, with temperance 
patzence,ec, that 1s, as it he thou.d ſay, a Chri- 
{tian mult not be adorned, with ſome graces of 
the ſpiritonely, but he muſt have euery one, 
| .he muſt be exact, he muſt have the whole clo. | 
| [mage of God | thing, thewhole [mageof God,tor the Image | 
| what, of God is nothing elſe but the happy cluſter of 
| theſe graces : now put the caſe that any ofthele 
j 2c wanting, then you ſhall ſee what a defect it 
[- {will cauſe ; ita man have faith, it he want ver- 
tue, thar ts, 1f his faith ſhew not it felfe in 
E | workes, 1t it bee not a working vertuall faith, 
| 5 * what 
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what will his faith profit him, If he be zealous | 
and ready tothe worke, 1t there bee vertue-in 

him, if he want knowledge to guide,and direct 
him, and turne hin, he muit needs erre excce- 
dingly ; and therefore he muſt ioyne to vertue 
knowledge,ithe hauc knowledge that he know 


| Rice of other graces, if he be intemperate, it 
will lyeas a blot vpon him, there will be fome 
inconcinnity in his carriage, it hehaue other 
vertues and want one; ſuppolc if hee be tem- 
 perate, yet if he be an impatient man, this de- 
comes not one of rhoſe vpon whomGods Name | 
is called ; it becomes a Chriſtian ro haue his j 
perſon adorned with enery grace, becauſe God | 
requires {o much beauty in him, 1n Ca#7r.4.,7. | 
ſaith Chriſt to his Church, Thou art all faire my 


dorned with all the graces of the foirit, therc 
is not One wanting, for there 1s ſucha generali- 
ty required, fuch is the beauty of a manin 
Chriſt, the whole frame of grace is in him : 
therefore Chritt is ſaid to worke grace for grace, 
the meaning 1s, for euery grace in himſelte, he | 
hath ſtamped anorher in vs z as the ſeale giues 

print for print, in the wax character for cha- 
racter, and as the father to the ſonne limbe for 


his Saints, he works grace for grace, that is, as 
| he himſelfe hath the whole frame of grace in 


what todoe, 1t there doe not come in the pra- | 


his owne heart, as the Image of God is perfect | 
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: inhim:; fo all that he changeth, all that are 
borne of him, not of the will of the fleth bur of 
the will of God, they have the ſame that hee 
Simile, {hath , not in degree, nochilde hath lits mem- | 
bers in the fame degree as the father hath, hee 
tath them as a child, the other hath them as a 
perie& man; ſo cuery Chrittian hath chem in| 
| the degree ofa childe, and yet he mult be ex- 
act in all inreſpe© of his perſon. | 
, | Secondly, this exacaneſle is requiredin re-| 
[n regard f | $ard Of his actions, all the actions thatthe ho-. 
' the actions. | ly man hath to doe aretobee exact, therefore 
| itis arule of the Schoolemen, an action can- 
not be good exceptall be good init, except all | 
 _. [rhe circumſtances bee good, if there bee one | 
3 CirciaRances k TE , © 2 . 
| muſtbe good | Wanting) the action 1s eutl]; this-is required of 
{inageod Ineceſfity to walke exattly, that is, takeany aQti- 
— | on we doe, ifeither the principle of itbee not 
| | good, that it comes from carnall feare,or from 
| carnall love and deſite, or elſe the end is not 
| c ood, or the circumſtances are not good ; to 
pray ,and not to pray feruently;to ſhew merey, | 
] and not with cheerefulnefie ; to keepe the Sab- | 
| bath, and not with delight ; and fo you may 
runne thorow what particulars you will, the 
| wanting of any of theſe circumſtances makes it 
| | an cuill action; and therefore in regard of his 
| actions he mult be exact. 
E-- Thirdly, in. regard of others it is neceſſary 
cm ah that he walke axaitly, as in James 1. This is pre 
| Lame) 1, uit religion and vndcfiled to keepe a mans ſelfe wh $6 
fe 
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ted of thewerld : now if a manwill bevnſpor- | 
ted of the world,he muſt beexatt in all things, | 
| if he faile but alittle, the world will blot him | 
{ and blaze his nxme all over, that no place ſhall | 
 beempty of it, if there be any ſpot in him, It 
| is true, the applauſe of the world is not to bce| 1 
grcedily looked for, but yet inthis caſe every 
Chriſtian ſhould be like Abſalom, there ſhould j 
be no blemiſh in himfirom top to toe, he ſhoule | 4 
labour to be ſo blamelefle in all his conuerſa. F 
tion, todoe as Zachary and Elizabeth, to waike| ' 
| in all the Commandements without reproofe, | | 
ſo that a Chriſtian in regard of his perſon, in | { 
regard of his actions, in regard 6f others, hee| 
| muſt walke exadtly. | 
Bur now in this point that I hauedelivered| 9,ef, | 
| chere 15 ſomewhat more than this, it is requi- 
red, I ſay, of euery Chriſtian, thar he walke ex- | 
adlybetore Godin all things, here comes in a | 
| queſtion or obieEtion,whenT ſay it is required | { 
of them z the queſtion is now whether it be of| I 
neceffity or no, that it bee fo laid vponeuery| 
Chriſtian, that they cannot keepe in good | 
{ termes with God, that they can have no aſſu-: | 
rance of their owne good eſtate except they 1 
| doe it?whether it be laid vpon them of ſuch ne-| 
ceſlity or no, to keepe fuch.exaneſle in their | 
| converfation ! 7 Auſy 
| To this Iauſfwcr : this precept, as well as Howthispre- | 
any in the Booke of God, is to be kept Evan. cps of cant 
| gelically, though wecaniot keepe It oy; Kang stobe | 
that 
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| Reaſons why 
Chriſtians 
ſhould walke 
exaQtly. 
Reaſon 1. 
Elle there will 
be a breach be- 
twixr God 
and ys. 
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| it, and we muſt have endeuours anſwerable to 


chat is, we muſt endeuour to the vtmoſt of our 
power to doc it, to ſtrive withall our might, 
we mult intend and delire,and purpoſe to doe 


our purpoſes 3 this neceſlity lyes vpon every 
man tO walke exatly, that is, to allow himſelte 
1n nothing that 1s a knowne finne;there may be 
many tailings out of paſhon, a man may bee 
tranſported out of incogitancy,out of inaduer- | 
tancy,becauſe many things paſſe from him that 
he 1s not able to conſider of; but ler it come to: 
this caſe, tobe a knowne ſinne.ifhe allow him- 
(elfe in ir, this is a breach of the Enangelicall 
keeping of this Commandement, which re- 
quires that a man walke exacty,and this lies vp-| 
on cuery one of necethty, that hedoth not ad- 
mitof any knowne ſinne in his converſation, 
but 1n that reſpect to walke exadtly,and that will 
be manifeſted by theſe reaſons : 

Firſt, it there be but one thing in your con- 
uerſation (pitch where you will) be it greater 
or {maller, if it cometo be a knowne {1nne, if 
it be revealed, that you know ſucha thing is a 
duty, or ſucha thing is a ſinne ; now if a man 
walke not exactly in that, hee makes a breach 
bctweene God and him : as it is with two 
triends, 1t there come but a ſmall matter 
wherein they differ, that falling betweene 
chem,ifneither of them yeeld, it makes an vt- 
ter breach and ſeparation betweene them z ſo 
let it bee a matter of leſſe moment, take the 
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leaſt finne, or the neg]e& of the leaſt dury, yet 
when | know this thing God requires at my | 
hands, it i5 a thing taat Gud will have done ; 
when a man now lyes in the contrary and will | 
not doe it, certainly God will nofyccid,and it 
he doe not, it makes a breach berweene them, 
it makes a ſeparation berweene God and him : 
As it is with a Prince, if he command a man | $:#2772, 
to doe any thing, when he proclaimes it, when | 
there is authority put vpon it, when 1t is made 
knowneto him in particular, the ſtanding our | 
makes him a rebell; ſoit is in this,the ſtanding 
out with God in any part of our conuerſation, 
if we be not exact 1n all, it puts vs into a ſtate 
of ſeparation from God. | 
| Secondly, excepta man walke thus exactly | p,,-, . 

with God in all things, it is eutdent that what | eiewhar a 
he doth, he doth it for himſelfe and not for the | wan dorb,is 
Lord,and if he doe ſo it 15not accepted of God; at 94079 
| fay, what hedoth, itis for himſelfe and not |the Lord, | 
for the Lord,for if he performe chat obedience 
which he doth for the Lord, and for his Com. | 
| mandement to pleaſe him, what 1s the reaſon 

that he goes not to the vtmoſt ? why doth hee | 
ſet limits to himſelfe,for God requires that we | 
ſhould doe us will on earth, as it is done in Hea- 
uea ? his commandement is,that we ſhould goe 
to tixe vemoſt of every command , now when 
we limit our ſelues in holinefſe, when we come | 
to fuch thoughts as theſe ; well, 1 will haveas 
much as will bring me to Heaven, I will labour 
for! 
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{ Reaſon 3. 
Elſe it azgues 
a man is nor 

| in Chriſt» 
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for ſo much cxaCtneſle of conuerſation,as will 
| keepe me in the@ate of grace, as much as will 
pteferue me from hell ; Ifay,the ground of all 
{uch converfation is nothing out of a mans| 
ſelfe ; it is but regard to litmielie, he doth but 
onely locke athis owne faluation and no more, 
which is arhing,[ ccnfeſle, thar may be looked 
at, but to looke at nothing elle, is ſelfe-loue ; | 
whena man looks at nothing bur his owne fal-} 
vation, and how he may cf{cupe hell, that man 
cannot be right; now whena man ſets himſelfe 
limits, and circumſcribes himſclte, and faith 
with himſelfe, I will goe thus farre and no fur- 
ther, when hee doth not endeuour to come to 
the vtmoRt, tothe higheſt peg, it 15a ligne his 
| 2eart is not vpriglht, therefore there is a nece{- 
ity laid ypon eucry man, that he walke exadly 
with God in all thirgs. - 
| Thirdly, take any particular in a mans con- 
verſation wherein ke tauoureth himlelfe, if he} 
be ouercome of that, he is not in Chriſt, who-| 
loeuer isin Chrilt overcommeth the worldand 
the fleſh, ſaith the Apoſtle, Gal. 5. Whoſoeuer #5 
ia Chriſt ,crucifieth the fleſh and the affeftions ; and 
ouercomes the Deuil, as wee know the ſiron- 
| ger mancaſts out the ſtrong man ; now when 
3ny one particular of theſe luſts of the fleſh,or 
the temptations of the world, or the denill, 
ſhall come and fer vpon a man, it he yeeid to 
' this he 1s oyercome of it, whereas noredf thoſe 
' thatare in Chriſt ate cuercome of the world, 
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or of the fleſh, or of the deuill ; that is,if there 
deaby particular ſine (tor Hey are bur ſoul- 
Jiers that fight viiver thoſe Generals and Cap- 
canes) if a nan orice yeeld torr, if a man giue 


rob*e onercome ; whereas if a man continue 
warcing with finne,vr15 another caſe; but when 
he giucs ouer reliiting, as the Apoſtle faith, H;s 


As, we ſay, waterand fire, as long as they con. 
tend one with another, neither is overcome ; 


come; ſo in this caſe, when there 1s a conteſta- 


| then ſane overcomes vs, and hee that is oucr- 
come of {inne cannot be in Chriſt, 

 Fourthly, ifrhere be any particular finne in 
a rmans conuerſation wherein hee doth allow 
himſelfe, ichinders the vſe of all meanes and 
the profit of them, that neither a man is able to 
pray, Or able to heare, or able to doe any duty 
as he ought : So that as a medicine is applyed 
in vaine ſo long as the Arrow head 1s in rhe 


wound,that muſt be removed firſtbefore ir can 


and all the meanes of grace are 1n vaine; there- 


uct ſtriving accaini(t ir, 2 manis faid properly | 


{ 


ſeruants you are whom you obey : 1t a man come to | 
obey any ſinne, whatſocucr he is inthe whole | 
courte of his converſation, :t mterrupts this | 
exaQneſle ; when he yeelds, he is oucrcome ; | 


but when they yeeld one toanother, when the | 
fire is turned all to bee water, then it is over- 


tion betweene vs and finne, it wee yeeld ro it, | 


worke any cure ; fo lettherebee bur one {inne, : 
one failing in this exaGnefſe of conuerfation, 


ſobe ouer- 
come what, 
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In Prayer, 


In receiving 
the Sacrament. 


{ In our particu- 
lar calling- 
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| Not as fooles, but as wiſe. 


| common dayes ?and ifit benot holy, why doe| 


| not keepe it exactly to God 2 And for Prayer, 


| therefore looke you doe it exactly ; ſo in ce- 


ſports and recreations,to be exat inthem,aud 
| not to vic thoſe chat bee vnlawfuil, and thoſe 


fore there is a neceſlity lies vpon every man,if} 
he will be a Chrfftian, it he will reckon him- 
ſelfe of the number of thoſe that are the chil- 
dren of light, that he wa/ke exay, Bur nor to} 
ſtand to preſſe this ſurcher,to make ſome briefe 
vſeof it, tor | deſire tocome to the other part, 


The Ve we are to make of this,is to ſet our | 
{clues about the worke, to doethe thing, to la-| 
DOuUr tO walke exatly, and here it is good to} 
bring our ſelues to particulars. Come to the| 
keeping of the Sabbath, I would but aske this} 
queſtion, Whether the day be not holy 2 whe-! 
ther it difler not from other dayes that are} 


you coe any thing at all > and if it bee holy, is 
not a holy day to be kept holy > why doe you 


when you come to call vpon theName of God, 
it 1s not the ſlight performance of the duty that 
God lookes for, it is another thing, hee takes} 
your prazers by weight and not by numver,| 


ce1uing the Sacrament, and all duties, I leaue 
it to yQur {elues to confider particulars : and (0 
for the duties of your Calling, to be diligent in 
them, to ſerue God and men in them with rhe 
tatnefle and ſweetneſle of them : and fo for 


that bee lawfull, not to vſe them exceſſively ;} 
but 
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bur ro vſe them with limitations, and to pur | 
right ends _ them ; and lo in all buſineſle | 
and conuerſing with men, in all the turnings | 
and paſſages ofa mans life, looke that you walle 
exaiily, that your obedience be generall,other- | 
wiſe that is a ſigne the hea!t is not changed, a | 
{man is not tight bornetill he come to walke ex. | 
ay with God, till he be willing to performe 
euery duty, and willing to ſhunne eucry finne|[ 
that hee knowes, cuery thing that hath a tin. 
 ureof ſinne,if the hearr be right there will be | 
an antipathy betweene vs and whatſocuer is | 
{called finne; otherwiſe what is the power of | | 
Religion, ifwe onely doe duries that ere facile | | 
andeaſie, to which we have no contrary difpo. | 
ſitioy, it were am eaſie thing then to bereligi- | 
ous, bur herein is the power of Religion, to| _. 
ſubdue euery affeAtion, to ſubie ir, where Reon ay [ 
there isa ſirong ſtreame of a contrary diſpoſi- | * 
tion torurne the courſe of nature,to obey God | | 
when a man findes the greateſt difficulties, in| | 
the time of temptation and triall to doe it, | 
this is that which is neceſſary for vs, otherwiſc 
the truth is, wee ſeruethe fleſh and not God, 
ſaith 1ames, 1am-2. The ſame God that ſaid thow| tancs +, 
ſhalt not murder, ſaid alſo thou ſhalt not commit a- 0 
dultery ; {o 1 ſay tocuery man that failes in any | | 
particular, and allowes himſelfe to lycin any | | 
rticular ſinne that he will havehis liderty in, i 
I fay, hath not God ſaid, thou ſhalt not doe | 
this as wellas that, and if thou deft one dury 
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Inſtances of 
exact walking, 


to God out of love and reſpect to him, or if 
thou didſt abſtaine from any {1nne becauſe hee 


| forbids thee, doth not hee forbid rhee that as 
| well as this, and he hath commanded thee rhis 


duty as wellas the other, why doeft thou not 
performeall then ? A little leake wul finke and 


| drownea Shipas wellas a great breach ; one 


diſeaſe will take away the lite as well as many ; 
ſo one {inne, one faiiing/in this exa@neſle of 


converſation is enough to deſtroy vs, it 15 e- 


nough to pur vs out of a right condition in 
Gods light, theretore learne tu walke exadtly, 
beware of by-wayes, which though it may be 
hidden from the eyes of men, yer God knowes 
it that ſees in ſecret; for that isa common 
courſe : Men doe as wandring ſtars whichare 
carried about withthe reſt of the Heguens, and 
yet they creepe backe by a contrary way,which 
is their owne proper motion ; ſ{&itis the cu. 
{tomeof men to doe as others doe for the out. 
fide,tocome roChurch,to abſiaine from groſſe 
{innes, to live cinilly,to deate 1uſtly with men ; 
in their common courſe, but they haue a pro- 
per courſe of their owne, Labour to bee exac, 
take heed, know that God obſerues you, and 
know this, that that hath beene the practice 
af the Saints, it is not athing impothble ro be 


done, wee muft not {et ypon it as vponathin 


chat nonecan reach to: looke on Moſes, ſec his | 
manner of walking, when God commande i 
him to goe with all thar hee had out of Zeypr, 
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| he would n not leaue ſo much as a hoofebehinde S 
| him, he would doe it exactly : looke on Paul, | = 
| he new nothing s by himſelfe, that is, hce kept 
a clcere conſcience in all chings, thoogh hee | | 
1 were not thereby juſtified : looke on Same! 
and his walking, he callsthe people to him,and | | 
faith to them,whar hauel done amiſſe > whom 
hauel wronged ? ! Whoſe Oxe or whoſe Aſſe hanc 
[ taken ? | 
Againe, ce thoſe that faile in this, and Wee Inflances of 
{hail ſce that it is not a ſlight matter ; Saz / wal. | thoſe that wa!- 
ked with God, but becauſe hee did not walke boo _—_ 
exa&ly, becauſe he offered ſacrifice before hee 
ſhould, you would thinke it a fma]l matter but: | 
| becauſe bee did not deſtroy, but ſpared Azag, | 
| Codreiedted him. $6 Njsh and Abs, when! 
they offered ſacrifice,you would thinke it to be 
RO great matter, a circumſtance, and will not 
| common fire ſerue the turne > bur they were | 
conſumed for not walking exadly : looke vpon ' | 
the Prophet that did not keepe him cloſe to! ; 
the word of God, as he returned backe he was | 
laine of a Lion: looke vpon Balaam,he walked | ' 
with a faire out-ſide, yet becauſe hee was got 
exact, (for God ſaw the falſenefle of his heart) ; | 
God ſaw the ſecret by-cnds that hee had in it, 
and for thiscauſe God reiced him, therefore, | 
take heed that you walke exattly, | 
| 
{ 
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| Not as fooles, but as wiſe. | 
It is our wiſedome to doe (o, (to ſpeake a PR TS WOK 
word or twa of tliat) to doe that Sh God | vo walke cx- 
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Simile. 


Thepropertics 
of wifzdone, 
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Cons ts an V- 


 nitteriallicad, 


| polatment that wee ſhould walke exattly z exa- 


: 
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che rule of wiſedome hath appointed, that muſt 
aceds be the wiſeſt way : now it 1sthe rule of 


nts copy, and ke the belt Carpencer that comes | 
acerelt his rute appointed him, fo he 1s the wi. 


ome, which is the booke of God, which ex- 
10rts v5 to walke exadly, 

Avaine, to bee guided by Go:l, who 1s the 
viceſt, is it not the wiſeſt way ? 1t1s Gods ap- 


tnerhe properties of wifſedome, and we (hall 


lometo walke exactly. 
Firſt, rhe maine property of wiſedome is, 
+ken a man lookesto the generall vniuerſall 
cnd of his lite, and frames all things according | 
ro that, tor therein properly wiſedorne or pru- 


man either tolooke to no end or to be as thoſe 
chat roule vp and downe at randome, men that 
Have no partic ular {cope to which they dire 
i{] cheir actions, this is grolle folly, 

"om beſides this, if a man have no end, or 1f 


he buta particular end, heis notſaid to be a 
j viſe man; he may be aid to beawiſe Pilor, or | 
a wiſe States-rnan, or a wiſe Merchant, or a 
wite Varriour that fers ſuch particular ends ; 


(ef: man that comes neerett the rujc of wiſe- | 


'2e What caule there is to reckon it tobe wile- | 


Hence conſiſts ; when a man lookes aright to | 
che vemoſt and generall end of his life, for a | 


a 


12th appointed a man to odo, todoe that which | 


wiſedome that commands vs to walke exe#Ily ; | 
and as he 1s the beſt writer that comes ncerett. | 


and! | 
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| and fo we may goe chourow all, but hee can ne- | 
| uer be ſaid to be a wiſe man, except hee louke 
| artghtto the generall ſcope and the gcnerall | 
nd of bis lite 5 now hethat waikes with God 
pertectly, he onely isa wits man, becauſe hee 
onely lookes at the gencrali frame and cuurſe . 
of his lite artghr, 1 hecauſeot all our eccours | 
| (as one ſaith) is becauſe we looke onely vpon | The cauſe of 
part of our lite,we looke not to the whole, we | 9 
have not oureye vpon the generall (cope and | 
ayme of our lite, and therefore wee walke vn- 
rPrudently, hee onely 15 @ wiſe man (TI (ay) that 
frames the whole courſe of his lite aright, and | 
| therefore wiſdon.c hath that excellency abouc | 
| all ocher things, becauſe it lookes ro the end ; 
{ asthe end 1s be{t, ſoany error about the cnd 15 
| worſt ({faitha Divine) as the end is beſt, ſo fol- ww | Pg 
| ly, and imprudence, and error concerning the | ,react. 
| end is the greateſt error : therefore the Scrip- | | 
| cure calls this wiſedome godlinefſe, and thi: | 
| folly wickedneſlſe, the belt and worſt name» 
{ that can be; therefore ifthis be wiſdome for a 
man to frame the whole courie of lis lite a- 
right, to looke to the generail end, tobe ſure 
har his ſcope be good, then hee is the wiſcit 
man that walkes exa&ly with God, wharſocuer | 
hee be in other things, this makes lima wit 
man, GS 
Secondly,this is a property of wiſeJomie for | vn race, 
a MAR. AGT OBly tO know, buTto PUT In EXccuUTi-| Liſercnee be. || 
on, that 15 the differcnce betwcene prudence | Ven. P4t- 
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| Hoyv men are 
| tobe eſteemed 


uery part of 


his bulinede+ 
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3 
To loke roe- | When a man not onely lookes vpon one part of} 


| ome, then to-walkewith God perfeRtly is the 


Exalt W. alking. | 
and otner ans; in other arts, hee that knowes 
what is beſt, is the beſt Artiſt, but in matter of} 
prudence, he that knowes what to doc,and pra-} 
Aiſerh not, is of all other the moſt foolith ; | 
and therfore aQtion is a chicfe property of wit- 
dome, there is this requiſite to prudence to in-| 
1nent the workearight, and to pur it inexecuri. | 
on : therefore he that walkes exa#/y,hee that not | 
| only knowes what to doe, bur in good earneſt] 
doth ir, hec is the wiſeſt man, Menare not to 
| be indged according to their knowledge,or ac- | 


| cording to their habies, but according to the 
aQ, according to their execution and practice, | 
asthe Apoſtie ſaith, Row,2, God ſhall indge mcn | 
according ts their workes, | 


Againe, another property of wiſedome is, | 


, his buſineſſe, bur hee lookes round about it, | 
| he lookes in all the nookes and corners of it; it| 
is the ground of error, when a man lookes vp- 
on one partthatdrawes him on tothe worke, 
but bee lookes not round about, to-ſcethe dif- 

Þ, 
, commoities, tO looke to all : if this be wiſe- 
; oreate(t wiſedome; take any other man that 
doth it not, thar ſteps aſide out of the wayes of 
| God,that walke; not exadtly with him,that goes 
| out and {eekes ſome profit for himſelfeor ſome | 
credit, that ſteps out for ſome finfull luſt, to 
fatisfic ſome pleaſure which he thinkes will be 
orcat aduantage cohim, to haue this which 0- 
thers! 
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thers want, what is the reaſon of this ? becauſe | 
he is-not wiſe, hee lookes but vpon one part ; 
if he did looke round about, it hee did put the 
| antecedent and the conſequent together, if he 
would ſumme vp all his lite together, he would 
ſcethar that were not the beft way, hee would \ 
ſee that that would bring him much miſery, | 
and that the abſtaining from that ſinne would | 
bring him much happineſle : thus heewould 1 
thinke if all were put together, but when hee 
lookes on one part, and not on all, hence it is 
chat men walke not exactly. | 
| Againe, it is ancther property of wiſdome,| #4 
| fora mannotto looke on the outſide, but to| To look onthe 
looke on the infide of things ; fooles looke on | '2f4< of things 
| the outſide, but wiſe men {ee the infide, they | 
ſcethe ſap inthe tree z when a matt looks onely | 5/#5/te. 
| on the outſide, hee is ſubie& to be taken with 
| the ſnare, when he ſees the Corne ſpread, and 
ſeesnot the net; but a wiſe man ſees the hooke 
{in the bait : the moſt precious things in the |. 
world, their carriages baſe, their outſide is | $;»//e. 
baſe, the worſt things are gilded, and men for 
the moſt part, for want of wiſedome, take the| 
things that are gawdy on the ourſide,and leaue; 
the other, As the Apoftle ſairh, We are as men f 
| ſorrqw, thowgh indeed wee reioyce as men hauing no-' 
thing, thouzh we poſſeſſe all things : his meaning ' | 
is, the outtide is meane, the outſide is baſe ; is 
it norprudence through the gold' to ſee the: | 
baſe mctrals,to ſee the thing that is bad indeed,\ | 
| I 3 t0'\ \ 
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to ſee the vanity, and folly, and deformity of 
ſinne, thar God hath forbid vs to commit; to 
ſee the falſe gloſſes of Satan rhar he puts vpon | 
 finne,to (ee the baſe metrall within: and onthe | 
other (ide, to ſfce the excellency of ſpiricuali 
things ? They that walke exad7ly they ee the in- 
ſide : Moſes had two things preſemed to him to 
ſuffer «fflidtions with the peop)e of God, the 'outhide 
was bad eneugh, of ts enioy the pleaſures of ſinne, 
che treaſures of ez :p: that he might haue had. 
1n Pharaohs Court ; here the outſide was good, 
{this was his wiſdome to ſee thorow both rheſe: 


{ 1c that walks perfe&ly with God, hee ſees the | 


inſideof things, he fees thatGod neglesthings 
| that haue an outward gloſle, and cleaues to 
things that though the outſide be baſe, yer 
in themſetues they are excellentand 
precious :I ſhould have come to 
: ſomeexhortation,but the | 
11.2: Himes paſt, - - 


| -- So-much ſhall ſeruefor this time, 
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"ISA M18 20,21,22, 

eA:d Samuel ſaid onto che proples Feare 
nor; ( ye baue dons all this Skdele yet 
 rurnenor afcae from following #be Lord, but | 
ferus the Lord with all yourbeart; © 
| tnd turne ye not aſide, for then ſhould y1 "Jed 7oe 
after vaine things, which caunot profit 

nor deliuer, for they are vaine.) © 
| For the Lord will not for /ake bis people, for | yy 
great Names ſake; becanſe it uh pleaſed | 
the Lorato make youk bi r people. - 29111 


| 
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- wy HE oceaſi on of theſe REA was | 
| Fx this; in the former part of the 
#9 Chapter. Samuel ſetteth forth the 
MES /-greatneſfe of theſinne of the peo- | 
vie} indeſiring of a King,and he tels them that | 
be 4. therein 
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| 


| therein they had caſ# away the Lord who was 
their King : And vpon this a miracle was 
wrought whereby God diſcouered his diſplea- 
fure from Heauen, which ſo amazed the peo- 
ple, as at the eighteenth verſe it is ſaid, They 
| feared exceedingly, and defired Samuel that her 
| would pray for them ; andnow in theſe words ye 
| have Samnels anſwer, and his ſcope therein is 
to exhort the people not to fcare, for they 
| chought that ſo great a {inne could not be for- 
# | givcncaſily,nor they ſo caſily receiued to mer- 
cy againe ; he therefore labours to take away 
the diſcouragement, and tels them that ifhey | 
would come in, feare nor for God will receive 
Ou, | | . 
{ Obie. Butthey might obie&, but wee. haue com- 
| | mitted a great ſigne. | 


R - 


nt 


It is.rrue, ſaith hee, I will not goeabour' to || 
| extenuate that, yet notwithſtanding know this | 
for. your comforts, that God will continue the | 
'F {ame that he hath beene,and:itherfore feare we: - | 
| | and .chathe further ſetterh forth, from: an efte& 
| | which commonly this feare hath, which will 
| cauſe vsto depart fromthe Lord : fo thatnow 
Me hee labours to takeaway their feare by two | 
things : firſt, by taking away their Uleoproge” | 
ment, the cauſe of thets feare-: ſecondly, by 
ſhewing themthebadeffeRir willbring forth, 
| to cauſe them to depart from- the Lord, rhe 
contrary to which he exhorts them ynto, and |, 
confirmes his exhortations by theſe reaſons : | 
| Fic, } 
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of  ſorrowfull Sinners, 27 : 


Firſt, ſaith he, Furxe xot aſide from following the | | 
Lora; in which there is a reaſon couched, as it | | 
he ſhould. haue faid,,now you have committed | 
one error, will you-commit a ſecond > when a | | 
man is out of his way, will ke goe on 2 no, but | | 
will returne rather, and will you turne aſide | | 
from following the Lord too ? feconely, whi: | 
; | 
ther ſhall it be that you would goe?to the crea- | 
tures,they can doe you no good, Here arc two | 
things that you all deſire ; firſt, detiuerance 
from cuill when you are ina ſtateof miſery, | | 
ſecondly, ſuch things as may aduance you in a| [ 
ood eltate. Now the creatures can doe nei. | 
ther for you, for they are vaine it is vanity,an | 
empty thing,and will you leaue the Lord who | i 
hath power to doe all this for you,. and what | | 
elſe-you candeſire? | 
* Butthey might ſay, but wee have diſpleaſed| 53, 
the Lord, fo that he will not looke on vs as hee | E 
was Wont. | 
He anſwereth: and tes them that God is the dyſiv, 
ſame, he will not cafily forſake his people, for p 
which he gives two reaſons ; firſt, becanſe hce 
had choſen them to behis people, hee had free: | - 
ly made them. his people at the firſt, and hee is | [ 
alwayes the ſame, and thercfore-he will conti-| : 
nue to keepe you, I 
But they might ſay,we have made our {clues | 0Lzec#. 
vnworthy of being bh people, wee deſcrue to 
have abillofdiuorcement giuen vs. | 
Bur yet ſecondly , . becaufe they were his | Anſw. 
| people, jo, 
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Samuels Suppurt 


Dot, 


| Name ſake hee would not caſt them away, 1t | 
| would bee againſt his honour and glery "ſo 
| theſe arethe ſumme of the words, 


|that, 


eaſe by the medicine, their hearts were thaken | 
| and difaquantaged exccedingly, ani well-nizl: 


| ſaid to be inordinate, either when we doe not 


\ver-grieue, which is cither by pitching them 


people, called by his Name, therefore for his 


From theſe words ſcare not, the Do rine is, 


Our natures are apt to bee inordinate in our af- 
feftions ;, in our feares,as they here, ſo in our 
loues and griefes, 


Now that it was ſo with them, it appeares by 
Samuel his ſpeech, for you may know the dil. 


drawne trom the Lord, and therefore hee cx- 
horts them char they ſhould 297 feare ; this 
(hewes that wee are aptto fearc inordinately, | 
they had Prophets no doubt among them thar | 
had told them of this ſinne all the time the 

wereabout it, and then they teared not ; but 
now the thunder came, rhey beganneto feare 
extremely, ſo that Samnel had much adoe to 
compoſe them againe, Now our aftetions ate 


loue, or feare, or grieve for that we ſhould(for 
chercin our inorgdinacy confifts in the defect;) 
or ſecondly, whenas they are ct too much vp. 
on any thing, that is,when wee oucr-loue or 0- | 


| 


vpon wrong obiects, orexcceding in the mea- 


> | EAN 
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of ſorronfull Sinners, 


et 


| 


| 


4 


| 


co difeerne that they are enemies, and ſo ruſhes 
on to his owrie deftruction ;, fo Saleen ſatth, 
A foole go:s vn and is puniſhed, and 4 foole rageth 


cttons to liaoe, and yet fearelefle withall : and 
the firſt they thought Panland Barnabas to bec 
them, but anon they would haue killed them , 

men had magnified and efteemed moſt, they 


haue at laſt moft deſpighted and contemned ; 
and fo before ficknefle we cannot liumble men, 


| in ſicknefſe we cannot comfort them, all which | 


proues the DoGrine, 

Now for the reaſons of ity firſt, the genera!l 
cauſe is the fall, which hath put all out of or- 
der,fo that the ſoule i is like an Inſtrument quite 
out of cune, every ſtroke that is ſtrucke 1s a- 
 miſſe, there is no harmony atall in it ; ſecond- 
lv; the more immediate cauſes are, firt, inu- 
liciouſneſle, men are not able roiudge aright, 
and thenthey zre. bold, when. they (bould bee 
fearctull, and fearefull whe they ſhou'd bec 


bold, asone that wanteth skill and iudgemenr 
is! 


Lo 2 


2 at. Mrs PIY 
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ad is careleſſe ;, that 18, hee 18 violent in his afte. | 
this you may ſee alſo inthe people of Lyra, at | 
gods, and knew not how to doe too much for | 


and fo we ſee by cxpericnce, that thoſe whom 
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Reafon 7, 
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| 


I29 
| (ure, and cherein lyes all the ercor that is in our | 
| affeCtions ; z now let vs (ce our owne diſpoſition 
by the diſpoſition of this people: when weare | 
well and in healch, we tcare not atiy finne, bur | 


as the Prophets phraſe is, Ruſh into ſinne,as the | 
borſe ruſheth intothe battell : a horſe isnor able | 
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that knowes it will not feare , ſecondly, affe- 
| &ions want the bridle of grace, which ſhould 
| keepethem in, and moderate them, they are of 
| chemſelues vnruly horſes that draw the foule: 


1 hand kept vponthem by grace, and this being} 
wanting, it becomes further inorginate, de- 


often, for that is his aduantage, to adde wind! 


| till ſearch what affections you haue, and you 
| ſhall finde that all that comes from your fleſh 
| is amiſle, and be jealous over ſinnes, and this} 
| ye ſhould rather doe becauſe they blind the 


| take heed of them, 


planted by God for a ſpeciall end, viſe, and. 


15 fearefu lin that buſineſſe, which a wiſe man 


out ofthe way, vnleſſe there be an A#7iga, an| 


cauſe Satin ioynes with thine affeions very 


rothe tide; and hence ariſeth his temptations, 
when as he {ces an affection ſtirring, hee takes | 
the aduantage, intends it, and makes them 
NOTE VIOILCK, | | 

The vſe1s, totake notice of this inordivacy 
of our affe&ions that we are ſubie& vnto, wee| 
haue an inmate within vs that wil have an hand 
in every buſinefle,and what it doth,it ſtilldoth 
amiſſe; whatſoever therefore you are adoing, 


1adgement z when affections ate firong rhen 


But you willaske me, how ſhall I know mine | 
mine affections are inordinate ? 


' Tanſwer, then when they are hinderances ; 
for you ſhall know this, thar all afteQRions are 


profit to man, and not to beehinderances in 
__- them-| 


a. 4 


OO of forronfull Sinners, 


PRI : 
| tnemſelues, fo as wecould want nore of them, 


 bour toprevent them when they are comming | 
 ypon vs, wecoulg not befreedfrom anger,for 
it ftirres vp toremoue impediments thar lye ja | 
our way, Now you know the inordinacy of an 
affection, as you may know a difcaſe in Phy- | 
ſicke; the generall rule of Phyſicians is, when | 
there is ao leſa, as when you view all the fun: | 
tions of nature, and you ſee naturall tmpedi. | 
| ment in ſo'me naturall function, why then wee 
iudge there isadiſeafe; ſo ir is true in the ſoule, | 
when your griefe is {uch as interrupts prayer, | 
and hearing, hinders you in your duty to God | 
and man, then it is inordinate ; and it was the | 
| caſe of the Ifraclites inordinacy, who could 
not hearken to Moſes for the griete of their | 
hearts: fo for anger, if itbee fuch as cauſe}; | 
you to remoue ſuch impediments as lye intke| 
way of good delires, then it is good ; but when | 
1 cauſeth tuch a diftemper, that you are ready | 
to flycinthe faces of your brethren, and ſo as | 
you are more vatit for whatis good, then it is| 
| 1nordinate: and fo likewiſe your texre,when it | 
expectcraterh yourſoules, ſoas they are made 
| vnable topreuent tneeuils that you feare, and, 
| fo diſcourageth you, that you flye from God | 
{ſoas to hide your felues from him as Ada * 


| we could not want griefe for things paſt, ar | 
{ could we be freed from feare of cuils tocome, | 
for otherwiſe we could not take beed nor [a- | 


| 


| did, and as they kere would hauedone, and 
ſo ' 
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| contererice, &c, ſoit comes Inas a dampe to 
| your mirch, and when as that which fhould 


| may {innein the want of affeQion, as much as 


| finnedas much in not fearing before,as in fea- 
ringnow, and in their feare now they feared 


| condly, they feared that God would nor be re- 


| (oit your delights and mirths make you more 


indiſpoſed and vnfit to prayer, or for good 


oyle the wheeles and make you cheeretull in 
good duties cloggeth you, then they are inor- ' 
dinate, | 2] 

2. But you will aske me,how we ſhall ceſi(} 
the inordinacy of them ? 

A. Two wayes : firſt, if thy inordinacy be in 
the defe&t, in not fearing when wee thould 
feare, ornot louing when we ſhould loue ; we 
muſt be carefull then foro ſticre it vp, for wee 


in the miſplacing of them, as this people here 


the iudgement and not the ſinne : for had their 
feare beene pitched vpon that, Samar! would 
not haue laboured to haue taken them off, Se- 


conciled to them any more, fo that their feare 
was miſplaced and therein they ſinned, where- 
as Chriſt ſaith, Renel.2,10, Feare wot the things 
yee ſhall ſuffer ; but the finnes which brings 


thoſe crofles, 


{aftections are thus mitplaced, when our hearts 


©. But you will ſay, when as our feares and 


are poſleſled of them, how ſhall we then reſiſt 
and empty our beats of them ? 


4. Firſt, have your iudgements ſer right, | 
Or | 


| RTE "4 | _—— — — 


of fo: rowfull Sinners. 
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tor the 00Jiquity :nthe aft: ion comes from 


tore labour to have it enlightned, 
9. It you aske me, hyw we ſha!l doe that ? 
A, Bring ittothe Word.and ſee what char 
ſayes, for the VVoid is as a giafle which repre- 
ſents things as they are : 1 cannot ſtand to giuec 


| ; 
| Ren.2.9, 1 know thy pouerty, but thou art rich ; as 


ii he had faid,it 15 a matter ofnothing: So like- 
wiſe for you feare of men, Feare not him that can 
kill the body, but feare him that can caſt Loth body 
and ſoule iato bell fire; firſt, the Scriprures make 
aothing fearetull but Gods wrath and ſinne, 
and rherfore now ſtick to che Word, and what- 
{ocver thy phantaſie is, yet ſay, {ure Iam thus; 
God {aid, and therefore I ain fvre it is fo, and 
this will exctife the tudgement ; fay it is but 
ſer, yet the thing is the ſame as the VWard ſaid 
it: As the ſhadow may be greater or leſſer, yet 
the body the {ame ; ſo take any tiing elſe, as 
the loſſe of credit, or the like, we thinke theſe 
{omething and feare thera, but the favulr is ir 
our phantaſie ; men doe therefore we'l by fit- 


ſtay themſelues. Secondly, againe if this will 
nor preuaile, thea let vs pray our ſelues {ober . 
| for 


the judgement, as thote things wee apprehend | 
0 be culll,thein we teare too much and there- | 


ting their hearts to what the Word faith, to! 


li. 
4 


inſtances vut of the VVord how to direct every | 
afle&ion ; as now take Poverty, which thou | 
tearcſt lv much, the V,/ord makes 1t nothing, | 


Van 


my fancy, howſocuer is may be greater or leſ- | 
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| for inordinate aftections make as much diffe. 
| rence betweenea manand himſelfe out of it,as| 
is betweene adrunken and aſober man, Now: 
| | Prayer compoſeth the heart much, for it vring- 
eth thee into Gods preience: And as the Sun | 
| Simzils, \caſts downe the miſts and diſvels them, ſof 
|] Prayer doth an inordinate affettion, Azaine 

{  thirdly,adde to this communion of Saints, and| 
that is a £o0d meancs; for weare in ſuch fits, 

| as men ina feauer whoſe mouthes being our of 
| taſte, we ſhould ſuffer our ſelues to be ruted by 
- |the judgement and taſte of others. Fourthly, 
| afrer all this beſcech God to conutnce thy } 
| udgement,to perſwade thy vnderſtanding ful. | 

| ly, tor that none can fully doe but he. j 
| The ſecond DoRrine is, that - 
| 
| | Tha greatneſſe of our ſinne is no impediment 10 
forgineneſſe, +: 


S 
RN 
o 


| It is true, ſaith Samael, yee haue done this 
oreat ſinne,l will notgoe about to diminiſh it, 

| bur the Lord will torgiue you notwithſtan- 
| ding, I will deliyer it in theſe termes, becauſe 
| | weare apt not tothinke fo, and when we have 
| knned againſt the light of conſcience, relapſed 
often, wee areafraid to come into Gods pre-| 
| ſence, as wee ſee it by experience; and there- | 
| fore now itany manhaticommirted any great 
; {:nne, let himapply it to himſelfe, Ic is true, I 
| have done ſach a great wickedneſle, why, " 
| e 
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be of good comfort, humble your ſelfe, ron27- 
nue to follow the Lord, you ſhall tinie God the 
ſame to you that liexe hee was to this p.op:e, | 
Now the reaſon of this 1s : 1 
| Firft, becauſe the parcon of the Goſpell, | Reaſon x, 
which we preach, makes no exception of any 

| finne; Chriſt came to ſave [inners,totake away | ' 
the ſinnes of the world, rh1s 1s ſpoken in:ica- | 
nitely, Secondly, not of any perſon, preach | Reaſon 2+ |} 
the Goſpell toeuery creature, there 1s notan 
exception of any rebel cr rebellion, Thirdly, | Reaſon 3, | 
beſiites the price that was paid anſwers for the : 
greateſt ſinnes as well as the leaſt ; he is ready | | 
| ro forgiue a thoutznd pound vpon ſatisfaRion, | 
| as well as ten groats; and therefore if thou haſt | 
Chriſt for thy rarſome, it 1s no matter whar | 
thy {1nnes have beene, great or ſmall, for the 
lame price may as well ſt2fd for the one as for 
| the other, Againe ſourthly,the God which we | Reaſon 4. 
have to deale with, 15a mighty God, euen j« 
this| cuen 18 pardoning, Hzjchah7. 18, Who 
is like Unto our God that pardoneth iniquity, aud 
paſſeth by the tranſereſsion of bis beritage ? he will 
{ubdue them and caſt them all into the depth 
of the Sea, thatis, herein the infiniteneſle of 
God appeares in forgiuing tranſyrefhions, hee 
ſhewerh his might in ir, and being merciful} 
as God, and not as man, and therefore hee y- 
ſeth that metaphor of caſting their ſinnes into | 
the depth of the Sea,that as the Sea drownerh ! 
mountaines as well as mole-hils, if they bee | | 
K caft; 
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 grauations of his ſinne,beleeuing the Deuill ra. 


out a remedy and receued him into mercy,for 


'\not how a man ſhould commit more almoſt : 
| yet when he humbled himſelfe greatly, (for he 
had great ſinnes) God received him te mercy, 
and reſtored him to his Kingdome fo as when 
we read of his ſinnes, how hee filled 1eruſalem 


| 


ready to haue ſaid, What Lord, wilt thou fer- 
2ive this manand et him in his Kingdome, as 


no more than that in the 1 Cor 6.9. thoſe mon- 


greater there cannot be mentioned, yer ſome 
of rhem that were guilty of rhem were recei- 
ued to mercy,. {ach were ſore of you, but now arc. 


| ye waſhed aadinſtified,@c. 


caſt into it , ſo his Artributes are infioite, and 
ſo are his mercies: and therefore hee takes de- 
light ro forgiue grear {innes, becauſe we know | 
him tobe God and not man thereby, becauſe | 
he ſorgiues moe than a man isable or willing | 
to forgiue, But becauſe examples are more pre. | 
ualent in this eaſe,] will giue you a few : Adam} 
was the cauſe of murthering the whole world, 
he made all men not onely guilty of the ficſt | 
deaih,bur alſo ofthe ſecond, bc ſides other ag-| 


ther than God, 8&c. yet we (ce that God found 
he himſelfe preached the Goſpellto him, and 


therefore not without profit. So likewiſe Mg- 
maſſes (innes exceeded, fo as indeed wee know 


with bloud,&ec, one of vs would haue beene 


if hehad done nothing againſt thee ? to name 


{trous and hainous linnes there rnentioned, as | 


| | The] 
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| of ſorrowfull Sinners. +5 | 
| The v{cthall be, that you would rake heed | 7, | 
| kow''you limit the holy One in regard of his | 
] merey,tharhee will goeſo farre in pardoning | 

and no-further ; 1 dare bola!y rell you, it is as | | 
great a-ſinneto limit God in his mercy as in 
his power; as that was the finne of the I ſrae- | 
| lices, when as they were to goe into the land of 
Canaan, they limited God, and thought hee | 


{ could not bring them in becauſe of fo great: 
walls and great Gyants,&c. and fo take you | 
| heed leſt you limit his mercy, as that when 

| your finnesareſuch ſinnes of fo haynousa na- | 
| ture as thathe will not forgiue you. How did | | 
| Daxuid, when he had committed the great {ine OY 
with Bathbſcha,&c.and ſo Peter that ſtood in the 
fame rermes with Chriſt that hee did before; ; 
| and if you cannot bring your heartstothinke 
| this, then goe beyond your owne iudgemcat 
| by faith, for this is itthat hindreth vs frombe- | 
| leeuing, that wedraw a fcantling of the Lord | 
by our owne phantaſies, whereas he ſayes,That| . _ | 
| is thoughts are aboue our thoughts in pardons, jo 
| ſaiah 5 5 . Arorher point that I will deliver al 
| crom tneſe words if this, that © © 


——. atv. 


| The way to bave a ſtume forgiuen, i510 aggrauate, Doct,3, | 


 #f, not to extennateit. = | 


|. Samuel here you ſee, when he 20es gbout to. 
| comfort the people, hee aggriuuates the'finne,' © 
| but withall aggrauares Gods mercies, and fo. © |} . | 
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Reaſon 1, 


Reaſon 3+ 


Pe. 


Reaſon 2 » 


| corforteth thern, ſo that the belt way to haue 
a {inne forgjuen,is toconfefle it tothe vemoſt, 
Firſt, it puts a man into ſuch a diſpoſition as | 
God hath promiſed forgiveneſle vnto, for then 
we come to {ce the vilenefle of our ſelves, that 
we cannot ſtand vpon our owne bottome, but } 

are empty of all, and without God mulit periſh, 
and ſo are drawne from our elues and all in vs, 
roreſt no more vpon ovr ſelues, but vpon God 
alone. nl 

Secondly, beſtdes,the more particularly finne | 
is confeſſed, the more glory ariſeth to God,and | 
ſhame to our ſelues, 

And againe,it ſtrengtheneth vs againſt ſin an- 
other time;a full contefhon of any fin isa great 
preferuatiue againſ} it,when a man hathlooked 
round abour any ſinne, and conſidered all the 
particulars c * it, it ſhuts vp all waies to the fin, 
whereas Otherwiſe, when men confeſſe by 
halues, they liuc in ſome way of ſinning, 

The vſe 1s,to teach you not to extenuate your | 
ſinnes.but to confkeſſe them tothe vemoſt z and 
{this you had need be cxhorted vnto,. for I doe 

not know a duty more hard rhan this, though 
you may thinke it eaſie 4 men are loth to con- 
fefle their ſinnes, becauſe men are loth to leaue 
their finnes ; till they meane to leaue 1t, they 
extenuate 1t; if men will keepe any reſeruation, 
and are not willing perfectly to forgoe all, 
they will not confeffe them fully. 

Againe, men want light to ſee in fully, for 
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we ſee ſinne in the circumſtances of it no fur- | | 
ther than we have light lent vs from the holy ſ 
Ghoſt; as the light is brighter and brighter in 1 
| the houſe, the moreclcarely doe wee diſcerne | 
the leaſt mote,ſo here. | 

|  Againethirdly there 1s a ſelie-loue lnevery | 
one,and therefore while wee looke on (inne as 0 
.Our owne, we are ready to fauourit ; as 1d; | 
whileſt hee looked onthe adultery, as in his | 
| 


daughter, hee judged it worthy of death, hee 
would hauc her burnt, but when it cane to be 
his owne ſinne, then the caſe was altered : 1o 
Dauid would haus had the man putto death 
that tooke his neighbours ſheepe, bur when ir 
| cameand proued to be his owne caſe, God was | 
| faineto take a great deale of paines to humble | 
him, and ro make him confeſle it ; and there. | 
fore aggrauate your ſinnes in your confeſhons, 
ſaying, I haue had theſe and theſe meanes, ] ' 
haue {inned againſt the great lightagaine and | 
againe, and brake the couenant thar Ihaue 4} 
made with God, and know that this way you | 
cannot exceed, 1f our hearts condemne Vs, God ts | 3 100n3.20., | 
greater than our h:arts ; let vs take a man that ap- | 
prehends his finne moſt fully, yet God con- 
| ceiues more fully of it, ſoas we in our thoughts | 


cannot reachto what he ſceth ſinne to be : and | 
herein you had need take paines and fearch di- | 
| ligertly, for many ſinnes that are great ſnnes, | | 
will appeare at the firſt to be bur {mall ones, as 
this ſinne of cheirs, they thought it but aſmaill ' 
K 3 matter, 
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| matter atthe firſt, it was but chuſing of a King 
that was not any where foraidden, and yet Sa-. 
mucl tels them, that therein they had firſt caſt 
away the Lord ; ſecondly, they caft away $Sa- 
mucand rhe Lord in him; thirdly,they had put 
truſt in Kings : And ſo Dauids numbring of the 
people {eemes to be but a ſmall thing, a thing | 
not in 1t ſelfe vnlawfull for a King to ſee what 
ſtrength hee hath to encounter an enemy, but 
Dania hce knew his owne heart, hee knew his 
owne ends, then he cries out hee had done cx- 
ceeding fooliſhly : know this therefore that 
this ye ought to doe, and that the more ye ſce 
[[1nne abound, the more yee will ſee grace a- 
dound,and fo you will loue the more,and prize 
Chriſt the more, and be more humble and con- 
tent with any condition, Againe obſcrue, 
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| 


One ſiane makes much way for another. 


This {inne of theirs had well-nigh drawne 
them toa departing from the Lord, now were 
they in the high-way to ſlip from the Lord 
quite away. 

The reaſons are 3 firſt, becauſe every a7 in- 
tends the habit of ſinne, as when any thing is 
acted, it1ncreaſeth the habit with whichit is 
acted z as cuery a of grace ſtrengtheneth the 
habit of grace, ſo ſinne makes the fleſh toriſe 
| aboue the ſpirit, to get it vnder, and fo at laſt 
| toget the victory. 


Becauſe]. 


—— 
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becauſe every ſiune weakeneth that grace, which Reaſon 2, | 
ſhould reſiſt it; as ina diſcaſe.there 1s not onely | 
a thing contrary, with which health is co wra- 
{Ue, but ſomething alſo which weakeneth the | 
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ſtrength by which health ſhould rcfift ; and fo { 
doth iinne (eſpecially great ſinnes) ſeize vpon | 


the irength, takes away the rectitude of iudge- 1 
ment by which we ſhould reliſt; if it be a great 4 
ſinae,it workes as a great diſcaſe which ſeizeth 
vpon the principall part,and therefore is often 
lictle felt ; a ſmall ſinne is a {mall wound, which | 
we may cally feele,becauſeallelſe is in health, | 
buta great {inne 15 as a blow vpon the head 
whico amazeth vs, 
| Againe, committing a great ſinne di/ſcoura- 
geth us from comming to God for pardon, and 
makes vs bold to goe on, and ſeeing we are o- | 
{ ucr [ſhooes, weare willing to goe on and bee o- | 
| uer boots too, | | 
After commiſhon ofa great {inne,God giverh | ; 
| Satan leaue to take pojſſeſion of 'a may, as Satan got | 
| poſſcſhon of Sax oy his enuy ut Dauid; ancuill} 
| ſpirit(as 15 ſaid) feil ypon him, and hee would | 2-3 
| haue killed Dauid z and ſo 1udas, after his reio- | 
{ lution to betray his Maſter, the D-uill entred | ' 
into him,and would nat ſuffer him to continue ” 
| 
| 
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there,but to hang himſelfe ; and therefore rake} 
heed of falling into finne, for then yeare 7as. 


ttt La 


| quam in precipitio, {o as you cannot ſtay your | t 
| {elues, as 1n a quick-ſand you finke deeper and [2 
| deeper and therefore deale with ſinneas you [2 
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4 Reaſon T, 


AL 


| Lord,c, Thereate many things which keepe 


| what a man hath no hopeto bring to paſſe, he| 


| 


i 


would deale with poyſon, which a man will E: 
nor let alone to lic long in his body,but he will 
take an antedote againſt it as ſoone as hee can, | 
Another point we may obſerue is this, that 


Djſcouragement and too wuch feare are great 
meanes of our departure from God. 


———— —— 


head ” 


Feare not, tfne not aſide from following the 


vs off from comming to God); firit,our ſtrong | 
luſts, not willing to give ouer all, nor yet to| 
doe all. Secondly, our deterring oft repentance, | 
wee can doe it as well hereafter, but the grea- | 
reſt hinderance of all other is that which wee| 
havenow named: Many will fay indeed,toen- | 
ioy the fauour of God 1s a comfortable thing, | 
and to have aſſurance of our ſinnes being for- 

£1ven, but I have little hope of this, 1 have 
{uch a nature, and T haue fallen often,and haue 
ſo much hardneſſe of heart as God will never 
receiue me; and ſo men fit downe diſcoura- | 
ged; and this muſi needs hinder in many re-| 
{pects : 


Firſt, becauſe it takes away all alacrity, for 


will never goe about ir, ſoa (choller,ifhe hath! 
no hope to get learning, will give over ſtudy. 
ing; take hope away, and take away all ende- 
our, nay take away alldefire, whichis more, 
for what is out of a mans hope a man deſires 
: not, 
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not, for obiects they worke when they lic neere | 
che faculty, 'euen as fireneuer worketh till the 
fuellbe nigh it, and the loadſtone till the iron | 
be put to 1t : things that arc afarreoft, we hauc 
' little defire to : as now to inftance, the condi. 
tion of Kings,though it bea thing moſt defire-| 
{ able,yer ſeldome men aCtually detire it becauſe] 
it 1s out of their hopes, and thereiore when 
men are diſcouraged, as thigking they (hall| 
never haue ſuch a luſt mortified, they fit down | 
without all deſire or endeuour : and fo when| } .X 
men looke on the Lord as on a ſtrict and {cuere 
ludge, it cauſeth ſtrangeneſle in them;they wil 
not come at him, bur they will be content with [ 
thar liberty which they may enioy without | '* 
himzas beggers when rhey ſee they cannot ber. ; 
ter their condition, content themſelues with 
whar they are,and that liberty which they doe | 
enioy ; and ſo men being diſcouraged from | 
going roGod, they turneand reſt on {omerhing 
elſe, for the heart will haue ſome liberty, . 

Againe, when we come totne Lord, Satan| | 
hee caſis in all theſe feares, hee muſters vp all} . | 
obie@!on, but the Spirit you ſee ſaith, Doe nor| | ' 
fearez now whether will you take part with Sa- |; 
tan or the Syirit? It men be humble, Chriſt] þ 
faith likewiſe, Coe to we and you ſhall hane eafe,| 
all ye that are weary and heauy laden ; Jet them} f 
not rhinke that their {innes are a burthen that | | 
will breake their backes, ifthey come to him; IF | 


and fo tt.e Taylour hee trembled andrhought | | n 
a: him- | | 
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When a man hath committed any great ſinne, it 
i his duty, his beſt\and wiſeſt way to come in 
preſently , and to turne 1 God. 


The Spirit here by Samazel commands it,and 
[therefore it is their duty, and what hee com- 
mands it 1s beſt and the wiſeſt courſe to take ; 
| the reaſons of it are : 


Becauſe the heart immediately after the finne 


| 


| 
| 


him{cite vadone, but Paxltold him ofthe Lord | 
[eſus, 1n whom if hee belecued hee ſhould be! 
{ ſaucd; 1t 1s good for vsto contider what Satans 
end i5,in caiting inſuch obieCtions,asabour the. 
hardneſie of our hearr, &c, his end is to dif. 
courage you.. 

9. But you will ſay,how ſhall I know when 
ſuch obiections are from Satan, they may a-| 
riſe from a right iudgement of what mine e. 
| tate is? 

A. Ye ſhall know it by this, if they put you 
off further from che Lord, and makethe heart i 
liftlefle to what it ſhould apply it ſelte to, as 
Prayer, Repentance, then it is from Satan. | 

[n that when the people had here commit: ! 
| ted this great ſinne, and Samnel bids them not 
| feare ; they might haply aske him, what would 
you have vs doe ? then hee ſaith, Turnc not aſide| 
from following the Lord your God, but ſerue him 
| with all your hcarts © I raiſe this fixth Doctrine, | 
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committed begins to contract harazeſſe, and the 
longer it goes without returning, the more 
hardneſle 1t contracts, but preſently after it is 
more ſenſible; and therefore a wound that 1s 
taken preſently is the ſooner healed, and the 


: {mart will be the lefle, fo it 1s in finne, 


By committing one ſ:nne we arc expoſed to greater, 


for itis like the breaking downe of the wal's, 


vp, the more enemies may come in ; tNere is a 
gap mace, which if it benot ſtopped, will let 
che good cattell out and theeuill cattell 1n ; ſee 
this 1n Daxzad, if he had humbled himſelfe and 
renued his repentance, hee had prevented that 
murder, and making Yriah drunke,8c. but he 
let the gaplye open, and ſee what a troope of 


finnes came in : ſee thisalfo in 4ſa, his making 
a Coucnant with the King of 47a», and reſted 
| 0n him, at the beginning of the Chapter : bur 


now if hee had humbled himſclfe, all the rett 
that foilowes had beene prevented, but he did 
not ſo, and then followes putting the Prophets 
in priſon, opprefſing the people ; when he was 
ficke, ſeeking to the Phyſicians, for hee grew 
worſeand worſe. his end was not anſwerable to 
hisbeginning, though he was a good man ; and 
Peter now on the other ſide, becauſe he hum. 
bled himſelfe, hee preſently was recciued to 
mercy ,and prevented all, 

The lonzer- ye lye in a finne Vnrepented,the greater 
the {innc 15, Becauſe you abule Gods patience 
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| his wrath every minute, 


the more; for he conlideretheuery houre, and 
itis not flacknefle in him that he torbears you, 
bur patience, which you abufing, adde ynto 
The ſame duties lye vpen you that did before, 
which you ought to pertorme, and your linne 
is no privilege for the omifhon of them, and 
therefore your beſt way is to turne, and not to 
gOC ON In your finne, 

0b, But you will ſay, Muſt a man come in 
preſently into the preſence of God after hee 
hath fo groſly oftended him 2 
Auſw. Ye may, and ye ought to doe it, but 
not with that diſpoſition remaining in your 
heart, wherewith you commit the tinne, but 
with an heart humbled, conuerted to God, 
{tricken with the ſenſe of its finne, promiſing | 
new obedience, and thus to come in preſent! 
isno abſurdity, If a Rebell, preſeatly after his]: 
rebellion, comes indeed with a {word in his 
hand into the prefence of a King, let him not 
looke for pardon : if witk meckeneſſe, and a 
rope about his necke, he may : yea,and [ adde 
this,that the heart is ſo@ncr turned if you take 
the aduantage of ir preſently after the ſinne is 
committed. There are two obiections in this 
calc: 
0, Firſt, you will ſay, my heart cannot be 
, preſently humbled enough: to which Ianſwer; 
| 4A, That God Randsnot-vpon the meaſure of 
| humiliation, fo as to reiect thee, but if tbe in 


| to | : finceri ty, | 
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ſincerity, if thou knoweſt and ſeeſt the (inne | 
thou haſt committed, ſo as thou arr vile in thine 
owne eyes, and art reſolued not to returne tc 
it againe; if this bee in ſincerity, though in ne- 
uer fo ſmall a meaſure, the Lotd accepts thee, 
Againe, 

Secondly know that thoucanſt not be hum- | 4#/?.2. 
bled as thou wouldeſt ar the firſt, adde therc- 
fore to thy hemiliation aiterwards, as David | 
| when heſaid, Zord, 1 baue finued, God jorgaue | b 

him, though he was not ſo much humbled as | 
afterward. | | 

06.2, Againe you will ſay,it may be my {in| 04,46. 2. 
is not healed yet, then indeed I may come with | 
confidence, and yet my heatt may be as falſe| 
as cuer, | 

A. Tanſwer, that men are firſt to ſceke par- 
don, and then prepare for healing afrerward, | 
for this is a ſure rule, that there 15no ſinne hea. | 
ledtill there is an aſſurance of forgiueneſſe, | | 
The Lord, as he waiheth away the guilt, ſo he| | 
 healcth the ſtaine, and gives a new Spirit, for | 
| this is his Covenant, lerer.31. Ezrch.36.1 will| 
forgine their (;nnes ; and what then ? and give} 
them new hearts, Wee areall deceiued in this, | | 
that we thinke when as we take a purpoſe with | 
our {clues againſt a figne, that allts then done, | 
bur it is not fo; asa man that hath a running | 
ifſue in his body, it is not enough tor him to | 
ſay, I will not have it thus, I delire it ſhou'd | 
not be, I purpoſe it ſhall not, buthe reuſt vie | 
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| haue fallen into finne, I ſay vato them.,as Sams. 
| thinke to mend the matter when you are out| 
| ofthe way, by going on or ſtanding till, -but | 


| that binds you to ſerue him, - And ageine, what 


| tures tO getreſt from them,they are .vaine,they 


| will ſay, whither then > why, to the Lord, but 


| is | ill the ſame God, hee will not forſake his 


\ avgry as4 father may bewith his ſon, andthar 
| ſos they may feel the effects Of it, -but yethe £:% 


meanes 0 heals if, To conclude, when atry) 
el here, Continxe ye to ſerue the Lord, doc you 
returne rather and ſerue the Lord. for hee 1 is the 
ſame Lord flill;and there is theſame bond Riill 


will you doe, goe ſome whither elſe, (for you 
muſt have a being) will you gc to "the crea- 


 willnot profit you, nor deliver you : but you 


what hope 1sthere that hee ſhould accept vs?| 
why, the Lord will not forſake his people, Hel 


owne,as & father will not ferfakehis child; and 
ſecondly, he-willnot forhis Names ſake. Laſt- 


iy, OO RY tht * | 


The finnes which wee commit Sat 0 chongi 
the Lord, 


No fl ubſtantiallchange; ; they may make him 


is the ſame: God Rill ; for--: 
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| breakes the courriant or makes 3: void; thereis no. 
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thing that makes a bill of diuoree bur ay. it- 
ter- turning away from God, 
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| Againe ſecondly, God #s the ſame, and you are | Reaſon 2. 
the ſame; your hearts are the ſameto him, the |. mM” 
{ame bent of mind,the ſame frameof heart re. | 
maining in you ſtill ye arc his ſeruants ſtil, and j ! } 
he is the ſame ; vpon the ſere grounds that he | | 
choſe you firſt, he loues you Rill, innes worke | 
no ſubſtantial alteration; he choſe zou freely 
becauſe he would, and therefore as there is a MY 
tranſient act of {inne; paſſed from you, fo a Ad | 
tranſient a&t cf puniſhment may -pafſe from } 
} {| God; foras your hearts are the ſame for ſub- | 
ance to him as before, ſo is Gods to you. | 

The vſe is, that you would notthinke when |: 3-2 NT: 
you haue ſinned, that the Lord will reie& you, | #7 bo 
Our Sautour Chriſt ſhewes the ſame by the | It 
parable of the Prodigall : they in the houſe] _ 
' did not thinke that ſuch a ſonne ſhou'd hane | | 
had ſuch entertainment when hee had ſpent © —_— 
much, that his father would haue giyen him | 
ſuch an anſwer, to fa vpor his necke, tobeeſy | 
glad of him; by that our Sauiour exprefleth þ 
how willing God is to receive Sinners, Daurd |. 
had no ſooner ſaid,7 have ſinned, but God faid,| 
1hage put away thy ſinne ; and fo Perer after his | 
| | deniall, Chriſt looked on him with theſame | IJ 
| |[familiaricy as hee did before, Onely doe not} 
chinke that God will hold the wicked inno-1 
' cent; if yee haue falſe hearts,then ye ſhall not | 
| be forgiuen, ; 
If the Lord be ſoready to receiue men after | 77 2, 


they haue offended him, conſider how worthy | 
of !: 
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of vtcer deſtruction they are that will nor tune 
ro him; if God thould fay to any man here, | 
Thou haſt commitred this ſinne agaia t me,yet 
come in, there ſhall be no hinderance of my 
part, ynleſie the ſtubborhneſſe of thine owne 
will hinder thee, who would not ſay that hee 
| chat ſhould refuſe were worthy tobe condem- 
«Theſe, |ned! Chriſt 1s ſaid tO come to render vengeance to 


thoſe that obey not the Geſpell, and therefore | 
Samet addes this in theend of all,if 
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| | they would forſake the Lord, 
| know that you and our 
] OO King ſhallperiſh 
| q 


NI OSSOSSIBOSSIPIRSO 
+ : , | f 


| 's 
q 
1 » bf - E 
Sno Er GE POP En romorwoamaoonraniiopimco—s _Y WL VIE 
4 4 / 


OO MITES 
CLARE th 
Key © < o 


MN Fea E KISS, vacadi 4.5 : 
« NE — wor {; he Td Lt 
ORE CITE, OT 
- x %* 


2 Theſſ.t. 


— — 


-of vtcer deſtruction they are that will nor turne 


-—. 
Ol 


* 
PIXIES 


Thou haſt commitred this finne agata t me, yet 
come in, there ſhall be no hinderance of my 
part, ynleſie the ftubborhneſle of thine owne 
will hinder thee, who would not ſay that hee 
| chat ſhould refuſe were worthy to be condem- 
ned ? Chriſt is ſaid to come to render vengeance to 
thoſe that obey not the Goſpel, and therefore | 
Samuel addes this in theend of all,if 
they would forſake the Lord, 


know that you and 10ar 


King ſhall periſh. | 
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ro him; if God thould ſay to any man here, | 


